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Maya  Spring  hy  Mario  Joel 


Proposed  resource  center  for 
the  homeless  is  now  homeless 


The  Mission  Armory,  a dot-com  fortress?  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Mission  Armory  developer  says 
he  wants  to  do  the  right  thing 


by  Judy  West 

The  high-tech  Internet  revolution 
may  finally  penetrate  the  formida- 
ble fortress  of  the  Mission  Armory 
building  at  14th  and  Mission  Streets.  This 
enormous  hulk  of  a building  has  kept 
developers  at  bay  for  decades.  With  over 
190,000  square  feet,  it  is  one  of  the  largest 
buildings  in  the  Mission.  EIKON 
Investments  LLC,  a Dallas-based  real 
estate  investment  company  has  taken  on 
the  daunting  task  of  rehabilitating  the 
dinosaur  with  the  intention  of  leasing  to 
the  dot-com  industry. 


Their  proposed  renovation  is  still  in 
the  planning  phases  but  Zack  Davidson, 
the  sole  owner  of  the  company  assured  the 
New  Mission  News  that  they  were  working 
veiy  hard  to  study  the  alternatives  and 
make  the  right  decisions  for  everyone 
involved.  They  have  hired  an  architectural 
team  renowned  for  historic  building  reno- 
vations. Davidson  promised,  “The  project 
will  be  a dramatic  and  strong  example  of 
how  history  and  technology  can  co-exist.” 
Only  minor  modifications  to  the  exterior 
will  restore  the  original  facade  since  as  a 
designated  Landmark  they  cannot  make 
changes  to  the  exterior. 

Continued  on  Page  8 


By  Victor  Miller 

For  more  than  twenty  years.  Sixteenth 
and  Mission’s  hard  edged  street 
scene  of  drunks,  drug  dealers  and 
the  destitute  has  defied  all  efforts  at 
improvement.  Last  year  at  a townhall 
meeting  attended  by  nearly  200  residents, 
business  owners  and  service  agencies  the 
idea  of  a resource  center,  to  deal  in  a com- 
prehensive way  with  issues  that  keep  peo- 
ple on  the  street  won  approval.  Those  at 
the  townhall  session  made  it  clear  they 
were  not  proposing  a shelter,  where  people 
would  be  housed  overnight. 

At  tw  o follow  up  public  meetings  held 
last  month  proponents  of  the  center,  and 
representatives  of  the  city’s  Department  of 
Human  Services,  that  would  oversee  the 
funding  and  development  of  the  project, 
announced  they  had  found  a location  at  the 
old  Kragen  Auto  store  on  the  16th  and 
Mission  Bart  plaza  and  were  in  negotia- 
tions with  the  building’s  owner.  Parents 
and  teachers  raised  immediate  objections 
to  the  site  being  adjacent  to  Marshall 
Elementary  School.  They  felt  the  center 
might  intensify  recurrent  drug  and  alcohol 
problems  near  the  school 

While  people  were  still  grappling  with 
how  to  resolve  the  location  controversy,  it 
was  resolved  for  tliem.  A few  days  follow- 
ing the  community  meetings  Mayor 
Brown  informed  the  Department  of 
Human  Services,  to  look  elsewhere  for  a 
locatioa  Brown  spokesperson  Ron  Vinson 
said.  “The  mayor’s  primary  consideration 
was  the  proximity  of  the  resource  center  to 
a school.” 


The  facility  to  help  the  homeless  is 
now  itself  homeless.  On  the  bright  side, 
funding  for  the  center  to  nrovide  showers, 
toilet  facilities  and  a wide  range  of  social 
services,  will  remain  in  place  at  least  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  but  in  San 
Francisco’s  red  hot  real  estate  market  find- 
ing an  affordable  property  will  not  be  easy'. 

But  members  of  the  North  Mission 
/16th  Street  Neighborhood  Association  are 
not  happy  with  abrupt  intervention  of  the 
mayor  in  a process  that  has  been  underway 
for  over  nearly  a year.  Sylvie  LeMer. 
owner  of  Ti-Couz  Restaurant,  located  one 
block  away  from  the  Kragen  site,  is  a long 
time  member  of  the  Association  and  early 
supporter  of  the  resource  center.  “What 
pisses  me  off  is  we’ve  been  looking  for  a 
long  time  and  there  is  no  other  place  near 
16th  and  Mission.  Now  the  Mayor  gets 
involved  and  just  pulls  the  plug,"  LeMer 
said. 

Betty  Tray  nor  also  an  Association 
member,  who  lives  across  from  Marshall 
School  and  works  in  the  Redstone 
Building  just  half  a block  from  the  Bart 
plaza,  was  also  upset  about  the  Mayor’s 
sudden  intervention.  “Not  all  the  commu- 
nity was  part  of  the  decision,  not  the 
homeless  and  not  our  neighborhood  asso- 
ciation. We  were  not  heard,”  she  said. 

Traynor’s  remarks  underscore  the 
uniqueness  of  the  situation:  a facility  for 
the  down  and  out  is  being  actively  cham- 
pioned by  people  who  live  and  work  in  the 
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Gracias,  muchisimas  gracias,  por  su  preferencia,  por  su 
apoyo  y aporte  a la  gran  demanda  de  nuestros  productos 
organicos.  Rainbow  Grocery  esta  mas  desarrollado,  mas 
conciente,  ofrecemos  ahora  a mas  gente  que  nunca, 
productos  certificados  por  el  estado  de  California  de  haber 
sido  cultivados  organicamente,  y nuestra  reputation  como 
lfderes  al  menudeo  esta  mejor  que  nunca.  Rainbow  agradece 
infinitivamente  a la  comunidad  del  Area  de  la  Bahia  hazana 
y este  nivel  de  exito.  Hemos  crecidos  y seguiremos  creciendo. 


Rainbow  Grocery  is  a worker-owned  cooperative 
1745  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco 
www.rainbowgrocery.org 
415.863.0620 
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My  terrifying  night  in  the  hands  of  those  who  “represent  the  Law” 


A personal  account  by  Jose  Ibarra 

On  Friday,  February  25, 1 closed  my 
business,  “Ibarra  Brothers 
Printing,”  at  about  10.00  p m.  I 
felt  very  hungry  because  I had  not  had 
time  to  eat  lunch  or  dinner  that  day.  I 
decided  to  stop  at  a restaurant  before  going 
home.  I remembered  that  a friend  had  told 
me  of  the  delicious  broiled  steak  {came 
asada)  at  “Dominic’s,"  a Nicaraguan  Bar 
and  Restaurant  on  29th  Street. 

When  I arrived  there,  I went  to  the 
back  of  tire  restaurant  where  Mr.  Domingo 
Gaitan,  the  owner,  jvas  sitting.  He 
informed  me  that  the  kitchen  had  closed. 
He  bought  me  a “courtesy  drink”  on  the 
house,  but  I drank  only  about  a fourth  of  it, 
as  I was  trying  to  find  some  food,  and  as  I 
was  also  driving.  I was  on  my  way  out 
when  suddenly  several  policemen  rushed 
into  the  place,  some  in  regular  uniform  and 
others  in  blue  jackets  with  the  legend 
“Police”  written  on  their  backs  in  yellow. 

There  were  about  six  or  eight  police- 
men. The  fattest,  a Caucasian  of  about  260 
lbs.,  went  behind  the  bar  and  began  to 
search  the  bartender's  purse.  Two  other 
policemen  were  searching  the  people  at  the 
bar.  It  appeared  that  they  had  not  found 
what  they  were  looking  for,  but  they  hand- 
cuffed several  of  them  and  took  them  out- 
side. 


Then  the  fat  policeman  and  one  of  the 
policemen  who  had  searched  the  people  at 
the  bar  began  to  talk  to  another  two  police- 
men. One  of  them  pointed  at  a person  who 
was  standing  near  where  I was  standing 
and  then  pointed  at  me.  The  fat  policeman 
asked  “Who?”  The  one  who  was  pointing 
referred  first  to  the  person  next  to  me,  and 
then  appeared  to  change  his  mind  and  said 
“The  other  one.”  That  'other  one’  was  me. 
Up  to  this  moment  I had  no  idea  of  what 
was  happening.  The  fat  policeman  came 
along  with  an  Asian  policeman,  asked  me 
to  remove  my  glasses,  and  with  a flash- 
light performed  the  pupil  refraction  test  on 
me. 


Then  he  called  the  Asian  policeman 
and  said  “This  one  too.”  I asked  what  was 
the  problem  and  they  did  not  answer. 
They  proceeded  to  remove  my  belongings 
from  my  pockets;  they  checked  my  wallet 
and  did  not  find  anything;  they  put  my 
wallet  back  in  my  jacket  pocket.  I 
informed  them  that  this  was  an  error  and 
that  I had  just  come  looking  for  some  food. 
But  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  an  answer 
from  anybody.  It  was  like  talking  to  a 
wall. 


L 

Jose  Ibarra 

They  handcuffed  me  and  took  me  out 
of  the  place  like  a delinquent  They  kept 
me  on  the  sidewalk  for  about  two  minutes 
and  then  placed  me  inside  a patrol  car- 
while  I kept  insisting  to  the  Asian  police- 
man who  took  me  to  the  patrol  car,  that 
this  was  an  error.  I told  him  that  I was 
willing  to  take  whatever  test  urine,  blood, 
skin,  etc...,  that  I was  not  into  drugs,  that  I 
just  came  from  my  office,  and  that  I just 
came  to  the  place  looking  for  food.  He 
never  answered  a word. 

A few  minutes  later  the  other  police- 
man came — the  one  who  had  pointed  me 
out — and  told  me  that  I was  under  airost 
for  possession  of  drugs.  I told  him  that 
this  was  an  error,  that  I just  came  in  look- 
ing for  food  and  that  I had  no  drugs.  He 
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said  to  me:  “You  do  not  have  them  because 
you  threw  them  away.” 

I told  him  that  I did  not  throw  any- 
thing away,  because  I had  nothing  to  throw 
away.  But  he  did  not  answer  anymore,  and 
they  did  not  read  me  my  rights.  Five  min- 
utes later,  the  Asian  policeman  returned 
and  told  me  to  get  out  of  the  car,  but  as  I 
was  handcuffed  it  was  very  difficult  to  get 
out  When  I finally  got  out,  they  placed 
me  in  a police  van;  they  also  brought  in 
Mr.  Gaitan,  who  was  protesting  what  they 
were  doing  to  his  place  of  business.  He 
was  told  that  they  were  taking  him  for 
being  drunk  and  because  he  was  selling 
liquor  to  people  who  were  intoxicated. 
Later  they  brought  in  a young  man  by  the 
name  of  Molina,  who  works  for  MUNI  in 
a supervising  capacity,  and  accused  him  of 
being  drunk.  One  of  the  policemen  told 
the  bar  owner  that  we  were  going  to 
Ingleside  Station.  The  vehicle  drove  away, 
driven  by  two  policewomen,  who  were 
laughing  out  loud. 

When  we  arrived  we  found  out  that 
we  were  not  at  Ingleside  but  at  850  Bryant. 
They  got  us  out  of  the  vehicle  and  placed 
tlve  three  of  us  in  a small  cell  at  the 
entrance.  We  asked  the  policewoman  what 
was  happening  and  she  told  us  that  we 
were  going  to  be  kept  there  for  about  four 
hours  and  then  we  would  be  released.  The 
handcuffs  were  still  on  us,  I had  great  pain 
in  my  wrists  and  my  fingers  were  numb. 
Young  Molina  sitting  next  to  me  asked  if 
he  could  use  the  bathroom  to  urinate 
because  he  could  no  longer  hold  it. 
Nobody  listened 

About  half  an  hour  later  they  removed 
the  handcuffs  and  took  us  to  the  front  to 
take  our  picture  and  fingerprints,  and  then 
to  a nurse  for  a mini-physical.  They  took 
me  back  to  the  small  cell  and  told  me  to 


remove  my  belt,  rings,  wallet,  shoes  and 
socks. 

They  took  me  to  another  cell  where 
there  were  other  people,  including  Mr. 
Gaitan  and  Mr.  Molina.  I had  no  notion  of 
what  time  it  was,  and  after  some  time  we 
asked  one  of  the  guards,  w ho  said  it  was 
about  3.00  a m.  About  half  an  hour  later, 
they  took  Mr.  Gaitan  and  Mr.  Molina  out. 
I was  hoping  that  I would  be  next,  but  sev- 
eral hours  passed  and  I was  still  there. 
When  a policeman  came  bringing  another 
detainee,  I asked  when  I was  going  to 
leave.  He  told  me  that  I was  not  leaving 
because  I was  arrested  for  possession  of 
narcotics.  I told  him  too  that  this  was  an 
error  and  that  I have  never  used  drugs.  He 
told  me:  “I  don’t  know  anything  about 
that.  I did  not  arrest  you.  To  get  out  of 
here  you  will  need  a bail  bond;  if  not,  you 
will  be  here  until  you  go  to  court.” 

I called  my  brother  and  my  wife  to 
obtain  a bail  bond.  Of  course,  they  could 
not  believe  that  I had  been  arrested  for 
possession  of  narcotics.  Some  time  later 
an  officer  took  me  to  the  back  of  the  build- 
ing, told  me  to  undress,  and  inspected  me. 
leaving  me  totally  humiliated  Then  he 
told  me  to  dress  up  in  the  prisoners’  uni- 
form and  took  me  back  to  another  cell. 

I was  taken  out  again  at  about  6.00 
a m.  to  have  more  pictures  taken,  with  and 
without  my  glasses.  They  took  ray  finger- 
prints again  with  a scanner  and  returned 
me  to  the  cell,  until  about  8.30,  when  they 
told  me  that  I was  going  home.  This  after 
a long  night  filled  w ith  insults  and  humili- 
ations, subjected  to  abuse  of  power  and 
false  accusations  by  people  who  “repre- 
sent the  Law,”  and  after  paying  $500  to  be 
released. 
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Ballot  Endorsements 


CITY  PROPOSITIONS 

A -YES 

This  $110  million  bond  would  create  new 
neighborhood  parks  and  recreation  facili- 
ties. as  well  as  repair  old  ones.  Everyone  in 
the  city  supports  it  except  the  predictably 
grumpy  Republican  Party  mugwumps. 

B-NO 

The  California  Academy  of  Sciences, 
a private  non-profit  corporation,  is  asking 
taxpayers  to  foot  the  bill  for  the  renovation 
and  expansion  of  the  city  owned  facilities 
it  occupies  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  This 
would  include  linkage  to  an  ecocidal  900- 
space  underground  parking  garage  already 
under  construction.  From  the  vague  lan- 
guage of  this  measure,  it’s  difficult  to 
determine  exactly  to  what  extent  tliese 
funds  could  be  used  to  further  urbanize  the 
park. 

The  Academy  is  obligated  only  to 
“study”  and  “recommend”  non-automo- 
bile means  of  transportation,  which  could 
mean  as  little  as  giving  away  bus  sched- 
ules in  the  gift  shop.  The  Academy  is  not 
required,  as  it  should  be,  to  abandon  its 
long  standing  opposition  to  the  Saturday 
closing  of  eastern  Kennedy  Drive  to  auto- 
mobile traffic,  or  to  work  with  the  city  to 
develop  a park  tram  service  For  the 
$87,000,000  the  Academy  is  asking  for  in 
benefits,  it  can  offer  at  lot  more  in  terms  of 


environmental  protections  of  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

The  Academy  should  also  be  less 
dependent  on  the  public  sector. 
Renovations  of  the  Museum  of  Modem 
Art.  the  De  Young  Museum,  and  construc- 
tion of  PacBell  Park  were  all  funded 
entirely  by  private  money.  The  Academy 
improvements  under  Prop.  B would  be 
carried  out  with  only  19%  of  privately 
raised  funds.  The  reconstruction  of  the 
current  facilities  is  undoubtedly  necessary 
and  will  certainly  win  approval  when  in 
the  future  a less  greedy  ballot  measure  is 
put  up  for  a vote. 

C-VES 

The  city’s  Park  and  Open  space  Fund  is 
due  to  expire,  and  Prop.  C would  extend  it 
for  another  30  years.  The  fund  is  the  pri- 
mary source  for  the  creation  of  new  parks 
in  the  City.  Without  it,  given  the  acceler- 
ated pace  of  development,  few  new  open 
spaces  would  be  created  over  the  next 
three  decades. 

The  measure  is  essential  for  maintaining  a 
livable  city.  One  important  provision  of 
Prop.  C requires  that  all  short-term  capital 
projects  be  completed  3 years  after  funds 
are  allocated  and  all  long-term  projects 
within  five.  Mission  residents  are  sadly 
familiar  with  the  dilatory  progress  under 
the  current  system  of  park  development  at 
locations  such  as  23  rd  and  Treat,  now  in  its 


eighth  year,  Jose  Coronado  Playground 
and  the  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field. 

D-NO 

Whenever  our  fearless  Board  of 
Superv  isors  is  presented  with  a controver- 
sial issue  involving  landlords  and  tenants, 
some  of  them  are  let  off  the  hook  because 
they  have  rental  property  and  would 
directly  benefit  from  the  legislation  before 
them.  On  a variety  of  other  issues  the 
supes  are  subjected  to  intense  - but  proba- 
bly not  intense  enough  - scrutiny  to  make 
sure  a conflict  of  interest  does  not  occur  as 
they  discharge  duties.  How  is  it  then  they 
can  vote  11  to  0 to  put  this  proposition, 
which  gives  them  al!  a publicly  supported 
health  care  plan,  on  ihe  ballot?  Let  them 
feel  the  painful  uncertainty  endured  bv  so 
many  of  their  constituents  who  cannot 
afford  coverage.  Let  them  eat  better  and 
exercise  more.  Let  them  stand  in  the  end- 
less lines  at  SF  General’s  pharmacy,  while 
it  still  exists.  Their  discomfiture  will  be 
reflected  in  more  enlightened  law  making. 
Working  another  job  or  selling  off  some  of 
that  pesky  rental  property  will  give  them 
the  resources  to  join  an  HMO.  Besides  if 
we  give  into  this  one.  they’ll  just  be  back 
next  year  asking  for  condos,  yachts  or 
opera  tickets. 

E-NO 

If  it  passes,  this  draconian  piece  of  poor 
bashing  will  reduce  the  cash  payments  to 
General  Assistance  recipients  by  85%. 
Proponents  believe  this  measure  will  keep 
GA  recipients  from  spending  money  on 
drugs  and  booze.  A housing  voucher  worth 
$300  will  be  issued  in  lieu  of  the  deducted 
funds.  Where  exactly  are  all  these  $300  a 
month  lodgings?  Even  the  sleaziest  resi- 
dential hotel  room  can  not  be  had  for  that 
price.  Housing  activists  argue  correctly 
that  with  a less  than  1%  vacancy  rate  in  the 
city,  many  landlords  will  not  want  to  be 
bothered  with  the  bureaucracy  a voucher 
system  entails,  and  would  simply  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  program.  This  means  there 
will  not  only  be  more  people  on  the  street, 
but  also  they  will  be  in  a much  more  des- 
perate situation. 

Punitive  ballot  initiatives  like  this 
come  along  every  few  years,  whenever  an 
influential  group  of  knotheads  decides  that 
the  problem  of  homelessness  is  by  and 
large  a problem  of  welfare  chiselers  and 
drug  addicts  who  want  to  feed  at  the  pub- 
lic trough.  Like  all  bigoted  ideas  this  is  a 
simplistic  and  erroneous  analysis  of  the 
varied  and  complex  reasons  7,000  to 
10,000  people  live  on  our  city’s  streets. 
Scapegoating  and  vilifying  the  very  poor  is 
a convenient  way  of  diverting  public  atten- 
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tion  from  tire  growing  economic  polariza- 
tion of  the  city  and  the  social  justice  impli- 
cations that  has  for  those  who  are  rcpelenl- 
ly  rich. 

F-YES 

This  measure  gives  property  tax  exemp- 
tions to  most  homeowners  in  Bayview 
Hunters  Point  (BVHP),  exempts  small 
businesses  in  that  area  from  city  payroll 
taxes  and  sets  up  a $ 1 50  million  communi- 
ty controlled  fund  for  economic  develop- 
ment. 

There  is  little  argument  that  BVHP 
has  been  the  victim  of  environmental 
racism  and  malignant  neglect  for  over  half 
a century.  There  is  plenty  of  argument  that 
Prop.  F,  written  by  leftist  politicians  and 
nonresidents  of  BVHP  Carlos  Petroni  and 
Lucretia  Bermudez,  will  not  resolve  that 
inequity.  There  is  vagueness  in  its  lan- 
guage as  to  what  constitutes  a small  busi- 
ness and  there  will  be  the  unavoidable 
inevitable  skullduggery  around  home 
ownership.  The  $150  million  fund  to  be 
controlled  by  an  elected  community  board 
will  have  to  contend  with  the  political 
predators  from  within  that  have  plagued 
the  neighborhood  as  much  as  governmen- 
tal insouciance  from  without 

But  what  other  options  are  being  pro- 
posed? The  Brown  administration  has 
offered  BVHP  a mall-m-the-sky  stadium 
construction  pipe  dream  that  looks  less 
attainable  every  day.  And  by  doing  noth- 
ing we  are  not  doing  justice.  As  likely  as  it 
is  to  fail  or  bog  down  in  bureaucracy  and 
legal  challenges,  vote  yes  to  serve  at  least 
as  a record  of  conscience. 


STATE  PROPOSITIONS 

1A-YES 

In  November  of  1998,  voters,  defying  a 
heavily  financed  opposition  drive  by 
Nevada  casino  interests,  overwhelmingly 
approved  Proposition  5.  This  gave  Native 
American  tribes  the  right  to  operate  certain 
forms  of  casino  gambling,  including  slot 
machines  and  video  poker,  on  tribal  lands 
after  first  entering  into  a compact  with 
state  government.  In  the  same  month,  a 
previously  agreed  upon  compact  between 
the  state  and  1 1 tribes  was  placed  on  this 
ballot  as  Proposition  29.  Then  in  August 
1999  Prop.  5 was  declared  unconstitution- 
al and  the  following  month  a new  com- 
pact, this  time  with  57  tribes,  was  worked 
out  That  compact  now  appears  on  the  bal- 
, lot  as  Prop.  1A,  a state  constitutional 
amendment,  which  will  finally  give  Native 
Americans  what  they  say  they  need  for  the 
purposes  of  economic  development  of 
tribal  lands.  Since  1A  supersedes  Prop.  29, 
vote  No  on  29  and  Yes  on  1 A or  things  will 
get  even  more  screwed  up. 

12 - YES 

Bond  money  approved  in  previous  elec- 
tions to  purchase  and  maintain  parks  and 
recreation  facilities  and  to  preserve  natural 
areas  has  been,  for  the  most  part,  spent.  To 
continue  these  activities  the  state  needs 
money  and  is  asking  for  voter  approval  of 
this  $2. 1 billion  bond. 

13 - YES 

Safe  drinking  water,  clean  water,  increas- 
ing water  supply  and  watershed  and  flood 
. protection  are  obviously  necessary  ( to  the 
environmental  well  being  of  the  state.  As 
in  Prop.  12,  funding  for  these  previously 
approved  things  (notably  Prop.  204  in 
1996)  is  running  out. 
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14 -YES 

As  in  Props.  12  & 13,  funding  previously 
approved  for  and  essential  to  public  ser- 
vices is  running  out.  In  this  case,  the  build- 
ing new  libraries  or  the  renovation  of  old 
ones  is  at  stake. 


15 -YES 

Even  if  you’re  one  of  those  people  who 
doesn’t  like  SDendine  monev  on  the  law 
enforcement  industry,  that’s  not  a good 
reason  to  vote  against  this  measure  which 
would  create  new  and  modernize  old 
police  forensic  labs.  Considering  the 
amount  of  bungling  reported  at  these  facil- 
ities over  the  years.  It’s  best  for  all  con- 
cerned that  equipment,  often  essential  to 
determining  guilt  or  innocence,  be  state- 
of-the-art.  DNA  testing,  for  example, 
while  it  will  be  used  to  put  some  people  in 
jail,  will  also  be  used  to  get  some  people 
out  of  jail. 

16  - YES 

The  $50  million  raised  by  the  sale  of  these 
bonds  would  pay  the  state’s  share  (35%) 
for  new  veterans’  homes  and  renovating 
old  ones.  Currently  California  operates 
only  two  veterans'  homes  with  a combined 
capacity  of  less  than  2,000.  That  seems  a 
bit  stingy. 

17  - YES 

Non-profit  organizations  spend  entirely 
too  much  time  raising  money  by  sucking 
up  to  rich  people  and  corporations.  If  they 
were  allowed  to  hold  raffles,  as  they  would 
if  Prop.  17  passes,  they  would  bemore  self 
sufficient  and  less  compromised  in  their 
social  perspective. 

18-NO 

The  death  penalty  is  not  a deterrent.  It  is 
not  justice.  It  is  simply  state-sanctioned 
murder.  It  is  irrelevant  who  the  murder 
victim  is.  Prop  18  extends  the  death  penal- 
ty at  a time  in  history  when  we  should  be 
well  along  the  way  of  abolishing  it 
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19-  YES 

Currently  those  convicted  of  the  second 
degree  murder  of  a police  officer  get  a 
more  severe  sentence  than  those  convicted 
of  second  degree  murder  of  someone  who 
is  not  a cop.  Prop  19  extends  that  manda- 
tory sentencing  to  cases  involving  the  sec- 
ond-degree murder  of  BART  or  California 
Stau.  University  police  officers. 

20 - NO 

This  measure  would  restrict  local  school 
districts  in  their  spending  of  increased  rev- 
enues from  the  state  lottery.  One  half  of 
any  increase  would  have  to  be  spent  on 
textbooks  and  instructional  materials, 
whether  that  budgeting  arrangement  meets 
the  needs  of  a particular  district  or  not.  If  a 
school  had  all  the  current  texts  and  materi- 
als but  no  computers,  administrators 
would  have  to  buy  things  they  didn’t  need 
and  forgo  things  they  did  need.  Decisions 
about  local  schools  should  be  made  at  the 
locallevel 

21- NO 

Ex-Governor  Pete  Wilson  spent  a good 
portion  of  his  time  in  office  bashing  immi- 
grants in  the  hopes  it  would  fuel  his  presi- 
dential ambitions.  Toward  the  end  of  his 
term  he  began  to  focus  in  on  a new  hot- 
button  target  for  his  demagogueiy:  youth. 
Prop.  21  is  the  result  In  an  attempt  to 
reduce  gang  activity,  it  targets  youth  by 
making  it  far  easier  for  those  who  prose- 
cute youth,  as  young  as  14,  as  adults,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  only  one  gang  mem- 
ber in  five  is  a juvenile. 
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There  would  be  longer  prison  sentences 
for  those  involved  in  felonies  determined 
to  be  part  of  gang  activity.  But  to  prosecute 
someone  for  committing  crimes  deter- 
mined to  be  part  of  gang  activity  “it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  prove  that  the  person  is 
a member  of  the  criminal  street  gang.” 
Under  this  proposition,  a “criminal  street 
gang”  can  consist  of  as  few  as  three  peo- 
ple, and  felony  vandalism  can  involve  as 
little  as  $400  in  damage.  So,  three  sixteen 
year-olds  who  steal  a can  of  Day-Glo  and 
graffiti  a wall,  then  hang  out  on  a street 
comer  can  be  prosecuted  as  adults,  sent  to 
state  prison  and  forced  to  register  as  gang 
members.  Three  kids  make  one  mistake 
and  three  hardened  criminals  are  created 
by  this  alleged  anti-crime  measure. 

In  fact.  Prop.  21,  has  little  to  do  with 
reducing  juvenile  crime,  which  has  been 
on  the  decline  anyway.  Its  massive  assault 
on  civil  liberties  is  intended  solely  to  pan- 
der to  racist  motivated  fears  about  young 
people  of  color.  If  Wilson  wants  to  strike 
back  from  his  political  grave,  put  a stake 
through  his  heart  by  voting  No. 

22-NO 

Proponents  of  this  measure  have  at  least 
made  it  simple:  no  same  sex  marriages. 
Making  a decision  is  also  very  simple  If 
you  believe  gay  relationships  are  immoral 
or  unnatural  then  go  ahead  and  vote  yes.  If 
you,  believe  single  sex  relationships  are 
just  another  aspect  of  human  experience. 
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then  this  proposition  is  obviously  an 
attempt  to  institutionalize  intolerance 
Vote  No.  Limiting  someone's  full  partici- 
pation in  any  aspect  of  society  because  of 
sexual  preference  is  just  as  much  a set 
back  for  civil  liberties  as  restricting  some- 
one’s right  to  vote  because  of  their  gender 
or  race. 

23  MO 

This  gives  you  a chance  to  vote  for  None 
of  the  Above  (NOTA)  in  elections  where 
all  of  the  above  candidates  are  jerks,  w hich 
is  to  say  most  elections.  Unfortunately,  the 
tally  of  NOTA  votes  doesn’t  count  even  if 
NOTA  gets  a majority'.  What’s  the  point?  It 
will  not  encourage  greater  voter  participa- 
tion or  improve  the  quality  of  campaigns 
but  could  divert  energy  from  real  cam- 
paign reform  by  the  misconception  that  its 
passage  accomplishes  something. 

25  -NO 

The  main  problem  with  this  complicated 
finance  reform  proposal  is  that  it  favors 
millionaire  candidates  that  contribute  mil- 
lions to  their  own  campaigns  Everybody 
else  has  to  wade  through  a series  of  legal 
landmines  to  raise  money  It  is  not  coinci- 
dental that  the  author  of  Prop.  25  is  mil- 
lionaire Ron  Unz,  twice  a candidate  for 
state  office.  Prop.  25will  also  give  state 
government  the  responsibility  of  spending 
$55  million  in  tax  money  on  political  cam- 
paigns in  an  intelligent  and  fair  manner. 
How  likely  is  that? 

26 - YES 

For  the  last  22.  years  California  schools 
have  been  hamstrung  by  legal  restrictions 
that  require  a 2/3  majority  for  passage  of 
school  bond  issues  that  raise  property 
taxes  by  more  than  1%.  Public  schools 
have,  not  surprisingly,  gone  steadily 
downhill  since  this  was  imposed  Prop  26 
would  make  school  facility  bonds  subject 
to  passage  by  a simple  majority  of  the  vot- 
ers in  a local  district.  Badly  needed  new 
schools  would  finally  be  built. 

27-  NO 

• 

Our  elected  officials  always  seem  to  be  a 
pack  of  weasels  - and  undying  weasels  at 
that.  One  proposal  for  getting  rid  of  them, 
or  at  least  rotating  the  weasel  pack  every 
few  years,  has  been  to  place  limits  on  how 
long  one  person  can  hold  a particular 
office.  More  often  than  not  they  jump,  like 
fleas  from  dog  to  dog,  over  to  some  other 
public  position.  This  proposal  is  a move 
toward  term  limits  for  our  congressional 
delegates.  Since  power  in  congress  is 
based  on  a seniority  system.  Prop.  27 
would  severely  weaken  California’s  posi- 
tion, relative  to  other  states,  especially 
those  represented  by  ancient  right  wingers. 
Term  limits  for  federal  office  must  be  dealt 
with  at  a national  level. 


28 - NO 

In  November  1998,  the  voters  approved 
Proposition  10.  which  put  a 500  per  pack 
surtax  on  cigarettes.  The  revenue  raised 
($670  million  annually)  was  earmarked  for 
early  childhood  development  programs. 
Big  tobacco  companies  spent  millions  to 
defeat  Prop.  10  but  failed.  Now  with  Prop 
28  they’re  trying  to  repeal  it. 

29 - NO 

See  proposition  1A. 

30 - YES 

In  the  past,  when  somebody  else  was  at 
fault  in  an  automobile  accident  and  their 
insurance  company  dragged  its  feet  about 
paying  up,  you  couldn't  sue  that  company-. 
California  law  only  lets  you  sue  your  own 
company  In  1999  our  elected  officials  in 
Sacramento  defied  the  insurance  lobby 
and  corrected  this  situation.  The  insurance 
industry’s  response  was  to  put  the  same 
legislation  on  the  ballot  as  Prop.  30  and 
hope  that  a well  financed  media  campaign 
against  the  measure  would  lead  to  its 
defeat  and  overturn  the  legislature’s  rare 
piece  of  good  work.  Deceptive  TV  ads 
imply  Prop.  30  is  a plot  by  greedy  lawyers 
and  will  somehow  abet  insurance  fraud  or 
lead  to  sky-rocketing  rates  when  it  actual- 
ly means  insurance  companies  must  pay 
up  in  a timely  manner. 

31- NO 

Just  in  case  Prop.  30  passes,  the  insurance 
lobby  got  Prop  3 1 on  the  ballot.  Prop.  3 1 
will  be  implemented  only  if  Prop.  30  wins 
It  will  weaken  the  legal  rights  contained  in 
Prop.  30. 
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Selling  or  Buying  a Home? 

As  your  professional  Realtor,  my  job  is  to  focus  on  your  needs  and  make  the  process 
of  buying  or  selling  a home  as  efficient  and  stress  free  as  possible.  I have  community 
resources  and  the  latest  technology  to  help  you  sell  or  find  the  perfect  home.  Call 
me  today  for  your  free  Market  Analysis  or  Home  Buyer’s  Guide.  Se  Habla  Espahol 

Ricky  Diaz  Anaya,  Realtor 

bh  Prudential  California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  CA  94127  415  664-9400  Ext;  228 
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d Parks! 


RENEW  OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARKS 

YES  on  A & C 


Propositions  A & C will  make  urgently  needed 

REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  to  parks  throughout  Noe 
Valley,  Bernal  Heights  and  Potrero  Hill,  including  Bernal 
Heights  Rec.  Center,  Precita  Park,  Folsom  Playground 
and  Mission  Dolores. 


Please  join  Assemblymember  Carole  Migden,  Mayor 

f 

Willie  Brown,  Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano,  the  entire 
Board  of  Supervisors,  the  SF  Tenants  Network,  the 
San  Francisco  Democratic  Party,  the  Harvey  Milk  and 
Alice  B.Toklas  Gay/Lesbian/Transgender  Democratic 
Clubs,  the  Sierra  Club,  SF  Tomorrow,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  over  70  neighborhood  park  groups  in 

voting  Yes  Oil  A & C. 


P ro  positions  A&C  will: 


• Extend  the  Open  Space 
Fund  for  30  years 

• Reform  the  Department  of 
Recreation  and  Parks 

• Improve  park  safety  through 
increased  lighting 

• Repair  recreation  centers 
and  clubhouses 

• Replace  unsafe  playground 
equipment 

• Renovate  park  bathrooms 

• Rehabilitate  playing  fields 
and  natural  areas 

...  and  much  more 


Tuesday,  JViarc  k 7 -Yes  on  Props  A & C 

To  learn  more  about  how  A & C will  renew  your  neighborhood  park  go  online  at  www.betterparks.org. 
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Repair,  Restore  & Retrofit 
Our  Academy  of  Sciences 

Mayor  Willie  Brown,  Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano, 

The  Affordable  Housing  Alliance  and  The  Sierra  Club  Agree: 

Our  Academy  of  Sciences  is  a vital  educational  resource,  not  only  for  thousands  of  San  Francisco  school 
children  every  year,  but  also  as  a world-renowned  center  for  environmental  research. 

The  1989  earthquake  forced  many  exhibit  areas  to  close.  Leaking  roofs,  structural  damage  and  decades  of 
deferred  maintenance  have  left  the  Academy’s  buildings  unsafe  for  visitors  and  valuable  exhibits  alike. 

Proposition  B will  fix  this. 

Much  of  the  Academy  is  not  accessible  today  to  the  elderly  and  people  with  disabilities 

Proposition  B will  fix  this. 

Since  1853  the  Academy  of  Sciences  has  been  a civic  treasure.  On  March  7th  vote  to  preserve  our  Academy. 
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Mission  Armory 

Designed  as  a Spanish  style  fortress, 
to  which  was  attached  a huge  Machine- 
Age  design,  barrel  vaulted  drill  court  168 
by  235  feet  in  dimension,  the  drill  court 
occupies  40,000  square  feet  and  represent- 
ed one  of  the  largest  public  assembly  and 
arena  spaces  in  the  City.  Attempts  to  uti- 
lize this  unique  interior  space  have  driven 
the  various  development  plans  over  the 
years  bui  the  costs  have  repeatedly  proven 
prohibitive.  If  the  Internet  industry  can 
support  the  massive  rehabilitation  expens- 
es of  this  property,  it  will  be  an  impressive 
takeover  indeed. 


Continued  from  page  1 

blocks  away  at  the  Redstone  Building  at 
16th  and  Capp.  The  LAB  was  one  of  the 
eventual  recipients  of  the  Armory 
Foundation  funds  and  a good  example  of 
the  kinds  of  arts  and  community  organiza- 
tions at  risk  of  displacement  by  the  rising 
rents  in  the  neighborhood.  Davidson 
agreed  to  meet  again  soon  and  explore 
ways  he  or  his  company  could  help  the 
Redstone  Tenants  Association  in  their 
efforts  to  purchase  the  building  they  occu- 
py, “I’m  sure  we  can  help,”  he  said  “at 
least  with  advise  and  technical  assistance 
to  start  with.” 


There  was  originally  a large  skylight 
over  the  drillcouit  that  they  plan  to  reopen, 
but  no  definite  plans  are  ready  to  present  to 
the  public  as  to  how  much  of  the  open 
space  will  remain.  Davidson  said,  “I'm 
clearly  committed  to  showcasing  the  his- 
torical significance  of  the  structure  that 
exists  there,”  and  emphasized  that  he  has 
retained  some  of  the  most  foremost  archi- 
tects in  the  world.  “I  want  to  make  sure  we 
do  the  right  thing,”  Davidson  said. 

A troubled  past 


In  response  to  all  those  difficult  ques- 
tions about  how  they  plan  to  mitigate 
against  the  negative  consequences  of  the 
high-tech  development  on  the  adjacent 
low-income  community,  Davidson  seemed 
at  least  to  be  clear  on  the  variety  of  issues 
of  concern  as  if  he  was  talking  and  listen- 
ing to  a variety  of  concerned  and  influen- 
tial groups.  With  Arriba  Juntos  right  next 
door  they  have  a good  chance  of  linking 
their  new  tenants-as -employers  with  the 
employment  and  training  programs  of  the 
Digital  Mission  Collaborative. 


In  accordance  with  state  law,  the  property 
was  first  offered  to  the  city  for  acquisition 
when  it  was  declared  surplus  property  in 
1980,  before  being  put  up  for  public  sale. 
A Mission  Armory  Advisory  Committee 
was  created  at  that  time  by  Mayor 
Feinstein  and  produced  the  first  in  a long 
string  of  reuse  plans  for  the  huge  City 
Landmark.  At  that  time  the  property  was 
determined  to  have  no  substantial  market 
value  (i.e.  the  rehabilitation  costs  were  so 
high  that  the  property  was  in  effect 
“worthless”).  Countless  efforts  have  been 
made  over  the  years  to  create  a viable  pro- 
ject that  could  justify  the  cost  of  interior 
demolition,  environmental  cleanup  and 
numerous  regulatory  constraints.  A 
Mission  Armory  Foundation,  made  up  of 
ten  Mission-based  nonprofits  was  estab- 
lished by  Mayor  Art  Agnos  in  1992  and 
provided  with  $2  million  dollars  from  a 
federal  grant  earmarked  for  the  building. 
Fed  up  with  the  inability  of  this  group  to 
spend  the  $2  million.  Mayor  Brown  redis- 
tributed the  money  to  a number  of  local 
nonprofits  in  1997. 

The  NMN  interviewed  the  developer 
in  the  gallery  of  the  LAB  located  two 


Jobs  Available 
L&  M Security 
Is  Now  Hiring 

P/T,  F/T  Security  Guards 
Men  & Women  May  Apply 

For  More  Information  Call: 
1-650-875-2446 


Elizabeth  Gordon  of  the  Planning 
Department  came  away  from  their  meet- 
ings with  the  impression  that  the  develop- 
er was  committed  to  creating  a quality 
building  and  had  the  financial  resources  to 
do  whatever  is  necessary.  When  asked 
what  set  this  project  and  this  developer 
apart  from  the  multitude  of  schemes  that 
have  failed  in  the  past,  Davidson  respond- 
ed, “I  have  an  unreasonable  commitment 
to  do  the  right  thing.  The  name  of  my  com- 
pany speaks  for  itself,  EDCON  is  a Greek 
word  for  integrity,  character  and  judge- 
ment.” He  also  claims  to  have  a lot  of 
money. 


3422  25th  Street  (off  Mission) 
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ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  (16  print  min ) 


One  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6.  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

i Instant: 

passport  & immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  - enlarge  & reduce 


Overnight: 

black  & white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x30" 

2 days: 

slides  & b/w  develop  & print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  & 25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


9:30-6.30 
1000-600 
11  00-  5 30 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 
Often  Monday  - Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C Geniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Reogstortf  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron,  R.D.H. 


Resource  center  Continued  from  Page  1 


neighborhood  where  it  will  be  located  - 
reversal  of  the  usual  NIMBYism. 

However,  the  problem  with  Marshall 
School  may  have  been  insurmountable 
even  withput  Mayor  Brown's  micro- 
managing. According  to  Marshall  school 
principal  David  Cedoria,  when  he  was 

hired  in  August  1999,  his  priority  was  to 
tackle  the  nasty  situation  with  drug  users 
and  drunks  near  Marshall.  “We  had  to  keep 
the  windows  of  some  of  classrooms  per- 
manently closed  because  there  was  so 
much  smoke  from  crack  pipes  outside  on- 
the  street  drifting  in,”  Cedoria  stated. 
Cedoria  said  he  and  parents  had  worked 
closely  with  Mission  Police  Station  to  turn 
the  situation  around  and  then  the  resource 
center  issue  arose.  Parents  became  con- 
cerned that  unwelcome  and  illegal  activity 
would  increase  in  front  of  the  school, 
especially  that  a legally  required  emer- 
gency exit  at  the  Kragen  site  would  open 
right  by  the  school  playground.  “I  want  to 
make  it  clear  that  none  of  our  children 
were  ever  physically  harmed  by  any  of 
these  people.  But  I think  there  is  a certain 
emotional  impact  when  children  are 
exposed  on  a daily  basis  to  people  fight- 
ing, people  shooting  up  drugs,  and  people 
urinating  and  defecating  in  the  street.” 
Cedoria  said  he  was  more  than  willing  to 
talk  to  advocates  for  the  resource  center 
but  in  discussions  with  parents  their  pref- 
erence has  been  that  it  be  located  a least 
two  blocks  from  the  school.  Ironically,  the 
same  ugly  picture  of  the  street  scene 
Cedoria  puts  forward  as  the  reason  for 
placing  the  resource  center  elsewhere  is 
one  that  is  used  for  putting  it  at  16th  and 
Mission.  “The  Kragen  site  fulfilled  the 
need  of  being  right  in  middle  of  things.” 


Traynor  said.  While  supporters  of  putung 
the  resource  center  in  “the  middle  of 
things”  are  convinced  this  is  the  best  way 
to  impact  on  the  existing  problem,  there  is 
no  ironclad  guarantee  that  will  be  the  case. 
But  for  parents  whose  kids  are  at  ground 
zero  such  a guarantee  may  be  exactly  what 
is  needed 

Even  if  the  location  issue  is  resolved, 
tire  hours  of  operation,  level  and  type  of 
staffing  and  a number  of  other  details  need 
to  be  worked  out.  Despite  these  uncertain- 
ties, a consensus  of  opinion  prevails  that 
favors  a neighborhood  resource  center  to 
deal  with  the  appalling  situation  in  the 
BART  plazas  and  vicinity.  Walfer  Wong, 
who  owns  the  Construction  Center  at 
Mission  and  Division,  and  opposes  the 
Kragen  location,  said  he  was  nonetheless 
willing  to  get  involved  in  a positive  way, 
“If  they  want  help  getting  funding,  I can 
help  with  that.  I also  have  real  estate  peo- 
ple who  work  for  me  that  can  help  them 
find  another  site,”  he  said.  Wong,  a permit 
facilitator  for  some  of  the  city’s  biggest 
developers  and  arguably  a city  hall  insider, 
was  suspected  by  some  people  of  getting 
the  mayor  involved,  a charge  Wong  hotly 
denies.  “If  I wanted  to  do  things  that  way, 

I wouldn’t  have  sat  through  two  hours  of 
community  meetings” 

Plans  foe  a resource  center  to  be  locat- 
ed somewhere  in  the  16th  and  Mission 
area  are  moving  ahead.  Kate  Durham  of 
the  Department  of  Human  Resources  con- 
firmed that  her  department  is  seeking  a 
nonprofit  operator  for  the  center.  “This 
project  is  still  alive,  we  are  determined  to 
make  it  happen,"  Durham  said. 


Join  us  for  a special 
St.  Patricks  Day 
Celebration 

Friday,  March  17 

CORNED  BEEF  AND  CABBAGE 
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Community  and  greed  in  the  Mission 


One  of  the  most  exciting  and  life- 
affirming  things  about  the  Internet 
is  the  way  in  which  it  is  awakening 
our  sense  of  community.  Despite  predic- 
tions that  it  would  transform  us  into  a race 
of  pallid  geeks  glued  to  our  computer  ter- 
minals and  incapable  of  real-world  inter- 
action, the  Internet  - or  at  least  the  dynam- 
ic corporate  culture  it  has  spawned  - is 
actually  helping  to  bring  people  together 
Nowhere  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  the 
Mission  District,  where  a hip  young  digital 
tribe,  empowered  by  stock  option  wealth 
and  moving  at  the  speed  of  e-business,  has 
drawn  on  its  shared  vision  and  core  values 
to  reinvent  a grim  inner-city  wasteland  as 
a New  Urban  Village  of  tastefully  restored 
condominiums,  dramatic  live-work  lofts 
and  destination  shopping  and  eating 
venues. 

v Thanks  to  the  inevitable  forces  of  the 
free  market  and  to  the  wise  provisions  of 
the  Ellis  Act,  this  village-within-a-city  is  a 
model  of  community,  increasingly  free  of 
the  kind  of  inhabitants  who  put  their  own 
wants  above  the  needs  of  the  group:  the 
greedy  poor  with  their  constant  demands 
on  the  public  coffers;  the  egotistical  mural- 
ists,  incapable  of  expressing  themselves 
but  tlirough  monumental  acts  of  vandal- 
ism; the  school  teachers,  social  workers 
and  other  over-educated  under-performers, 
whose  inability  to  pay  current  rents  can 
only  be  blamed  on  their  selfish  refusal  to 
choose  a career  path  that  contributes  any- 
thing of  value  to  the  economy. 

Would  that  we  could  persuade  your 
typical  Old  Mission  loser,  be  he  the  lazy 
pauper,  the  talent-deprived  artist,  the 
never-to-be-published  poet,  or  the  ever- 
self-righteous.  $30,000-a-year  public  sec- 
tor drone,  to  look  to  the  neighborhood’s 
new  digital  elite  as  role  models  - albeit 
over  his  shoulder  as  he  is  forced  to  depart 
for  Oakland,  Daly  City  and  other  munici- 
palities more  suited  to  his  kind.  After  all, 
what  better  way  for  him  to  overcome  his 
selfish  instincts  and  leam  how  to  function 
as  a member  of  a community  than  by  emu- 
lating the  team  spirit  that  is  so  definitive  of 
the  corporate  culture  of  today's  new-edge 
Sadly,  though,  the  analog  classes  are 
not  only  content  to  persist  in  their  chronic 
selfishness,  but  seem  determined  to  do 
everything  they  can  to  abort  the  rebirth  of 
community  in  the  Mission,  even  to  the 
extent  of  intimidating  and  bullying  the 
young  professionals,  property  owners  and 
real-estate  developers  who  have  been  its 
tireless  midwives. 

A most  egregious  instance  of  intimi- 
dation was  recently  perpetrated  by  the 


children  of  St.  John’s  Educational 
Threshold  Center,  who  decided  to  grab 
themselves  some  prime  real-estate  to 
build,  of  all  things,  a playground.  This 
despite  the  fact  that  San  Francisco  is  fac- 
ing one  of  the  worst 

Housing  shortages  in  its  history,  with 
many  young  professionals  forced  to  com- 
mute from  as  far  away  as  the  South  Bay  to 
theirjobs  at  the  Mission’s  new  multimedia 
and  Internet  companies.  Unbelievably, 
these  little  louts  were  able  to  persuade  one 
of  our  local  politicians,  ever  eager  to  curry 
favor  with  future  voters,  to  give  them  $1.1 
million  of  taxpayers'  money  to  buy  the 
land  that  they  were  greedily  eyeing  for 
their  selfish  scheme. 

When  an  enlightened  developer  inter- 
vened with  a plan  to  build  condominium 
housing  on  that  land  instead,  the  brutish 
brats  of  St.  Johns  got  their  own  way  by 
brandishing  the  Big  Stick  of  Big 
Government,  in  the  form  of  a threat  from 
failed  mayoral  candidate  Tom  Ammiano  to 
seize  the  property  from  its  owner  through 
eminent  domain. 

By  bringing  up  the  story  of  the  little 
bullies  of  St.  John’s,  I do  not  mean  to  deny 
that  there  is  a need  for  recreational  facili- 
ties in  the  Mission  - though  clearly  those 
facilities  should  reflect  the  neighborhood's 
changing  demographics,  a professional- 
quality  nine-hole  golf  course,  for  example, 
would  be  infinitely  more  appropriate  than 
a playground.  But  what  this  sad  tale 
demonstrates  is  that  no  community,  how- 
ever vibrant,  can  afford  to  be  complacent 
to  the  threat  posed  by  the  greed  of  the  self- 
ish lower  classes. 

For  theirs  is  not  the  good  greed,  the 
desire  for  financial  independence  which 
spurs  enterprise  and  innovation,  but  the 
chronically  frustrated  greed  of  the  eco- 
nomically impotent.  A greed  which  all  too 
quickly  turns  to  envy,  and  which  all  too 
often  has  been  able  to  count  on  the  assis- 
tance of  pandering  politicians  and  power- 
hungry  bureaucrats  to  attain  what  it  so 
undeservedly  covets. 

We  can  only  be  thankful,  then,  that  in 
Mayor  Brown,  San  Francisco  has  a leader 
who  is  not  only  sympathetic  to  the  struggle 
to  protect  community  from  greed,  but 
whose  administration  has  kept  an  open 
door  to  the  heroic  activists  of  that  struggle, 
the  business  lobbyists  who  every  day 
patrol  the  bleak  corridors  of  government 
power,  defending  against  the  avarice  of  the 
poor  and  disseminating  the  noble  values  of 
the  corporate  world. 


The 


Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


Vitamin  Supplements 
Books 

Slower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYiS  A WEEK 


(415)  821-0997 

1173  Valencia  near  23rd  „ wwtw 


AVAILABLE  FOR  PRIVATE  PARTIES 


3160  16th  STREET  • 415.861.2595 


REMEMBER  TO  RECYCLE  YOUR 
USED  MOTOR  OIL  AT  THE  CURB. 

NO  SE  OLVIDE  DE  RECICLAR  EL  ACEITE 
DE  MOTOR  USADO  FRENTE  A SU  CASA. 


6 Drain  your  oil 
into  a leak-proof 
plastic  container. 

4 Drain  your  oil 
filter  overnight 
and  place  it  into 
a leak-proof 
plastic  bag. 

6 Leave  your 
used  motor  oil 
and  used  oil  filters 
on  the  curb  by 

7 am  on  your 
regular  recy- 
cling day. 


6 Vierta  el  aceite 
en  un  recipiente 
de  plastico  que  no 
tenga  perdidas. 

A Deje  escurrir 
el  filtro  de  aceite 
durante  la  noche  y 
coloquelo  en  una 
bolsa  de  plastico 
que  no  tenga 
perdidas. 

6 Deje  el  aceite  de 
motor  y los  filtros  de 
aceite  usados  frente 
a su  casa  antes  de 
las  7 de  la  rnahana 
de  su  dia  habitual 
de  recidaje. 
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Hazardous 

Waste 

Management 

Program 


This  service  is  offered  to  the  following 
neighborhoods: 

Este  servicio  se  ofrece  en  los  siguientes  barrios: 
Mission,  Potrero  Hill,  Bayview  Hunteris  Point, 
Bernal  Heights,  Visitacion  Valley, 
Excelsior,  and  Crocker  Amazon. 


If  you  have  questions 
call  1-800-HHW-PKUP 
(1-800-449-7587). 


Si  tiene  alguna  pregunta,  llame  al 
800-HHW-PKUP  (1-800-449-7587). 


Funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Hazardous  Waste  Management 'Program  (415-554-4333), 
through  a grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board. 
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San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 


, FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ “Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 

• Timing  Bells  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/SuspensionJSteering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Check  Engine  Light  • Computer  Diagnostics  • Driveability 

Problems 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

since  1978 


^Stat*  ol  Calitomia' 

LICENSED 


SMQff 

CWK 


INSPECTION  & 
^REPAIR  STATION^ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 
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(415)  285-8588 

61 1 FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  • S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  & BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  & ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42”  VALUE) 


Chavez  Institute  is  in  the  Mission 

SF  State’s  Cesar  E.  Chavez  Institute  for 
Public  Policy  (CECIPP)  has  relocated  to 
the  Mission.  Dr.  Jose  Cuellar,  CECIPP 
director  and  professor  of  La  Raza  Studies 
at  SFSU  (and  otherwise  known  as  Dr 
Loco),  strongly  believes  CECIPP  belongs 
in  this  neighborhood  and  that  the  institute 
should  be  accessible  to  the  public. 

In  his  many  capacities.  Dr.  Cuellar 
assists  students,  faculty,  and  community 
organizations  by  sponsoring  research  and 
forums  on  critical  issues  facing  Raza  com- 
munities in  California,  with  a particular 
geographic  emphasis  on  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area. 

In  February,  CECIPP  co-sponsored  a 
summit  on  Latino  Education  in  California 
with  the  Latino  Issues  Forum  in 
Sacramento.  CECIPP.  the  National 
Coalition  of  Hispanic  Organizations, 
Seattle’s  Concilio  for  the  Spanish- 
Speaking,  and  the  California  Rural  Legal 
Assistance  will  co-sponsor  The  Hands 
Tlrat  Feed  Us  - National  Educational 
Symposium  on  Agricultural  Workers  in 
the  United  States,  tentatively  scheduled  for 
September  20  and  21  in  Washington,  DC 

Dr.  Cuellar  is  also  collaborating  with 
Dr  David  Carrasco,  director  of  Princeton 
University's  Mesoamerican  Archive  and 
Research  Project,  on  an  evaluation  of  the 
educational  potential  of  Robert  Young’s 
film,  Alambrista. 

The  Cesar  E.  Chavez  Institute  for 
Public  Policy,  205  13th  Street,  Suite  3010, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103.  Tel:  (415)  503- 
0120,  Fax:  (415)  503-0122. 


DrinkCultura.com 

Drinkcultura.com  is  the  major  project 
being  launched  this  spring  by  Dr.  Loco  and 
Iris  manager  and  partner  Stac.  Powers. 
This  virtual  gallery  is  dedicated  to  the 
extraordinary  life  and  work  of  Jose 
Antonio  Burciaga,  the  prolific  multidisci- 
plinary Chicano  artist  who  passed  away  in 
1996.  The  kick-off  launching  of  drinkcul- 
tura.com  is  scheduled  for  March  11,  at 
Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts  in  con- 
junction with  the  “Culture  Clash 
Anthology,  A Fifteen  Year  Retrospective.” 

Burciaga  was  one  of  the  founding 
members  of  Culture  Clash,  the  famed 
Chicano  comedy  troupe.  Shortly  before 
Burciaga’s  untimely  death  from  cancer, 
after  hearing  that  friends  were  planning  an 
event  on  his  behalf,  he  insisted  that  any 
money  raised  be  used  to  establish  an  emer- 
gency fund  for  other  Chicano  artists  con- 
fronting serious  illnesses  or  catastrophes 
who  had  limited  resources. 

True  to  Burciaga’s  dying  wish  and  his 
undying  belief  that  “la  cultura  cura,”  (cul- 
ture heals)  that  is  how  the  Jose  Antonio 
Burciaga  Artist  Trust  was  initiated  at  the 
sold-out  memorial  event  organized  by 
Powers  at  the  Victoria  Theatre  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  primary  purpose  of  drinkcul- 
tura.com  is  to  promote  the  Jose  Antonio 
Burciaga  Artist  Trust  and  to  raise  funds  by 
exhibiting  and  selling  the  outstanding  cul- 
tural works  of  Burciaga  and  other  Chicano 
cultural  workers,  artists,  writers,  poets, 
and  musicians.  Drinkcultura.com  also 
highlights  important  cultural  events  about 
and  by  Clucanos  and  other  Latinos  from 


tire  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  and  beyond. 
Designed  by  webmaster  Daniel  Martinez 
(also  keyboardist/vocalist  in  Dr.  Loco’s 
Rockin’  Jalpefio  Band),  drinkcultura.com 
is  curated  by  San  Francisco’s  legendary 
Chicano  cultural  promoter  Rene  Yaflez 
and  managed  by  Powers  and  Burciaga's 
daughter,  Rebeca  Burciaga. 

Dr.  Loco  is  expanding  the  online  store 
to  include  posters,  CDs,  books,  and  calen- 
dars by  and  about  Chicano/Latino  artists, 
writers,  and  musicians.  A portion  of  the 
profits  from  the  sales  of  all  products  will 
be  donated  to  the  Jose  Antonio  Burciaga 
Artist  Trust. 

Culture  Clash  Anthology,  A Fifteen- 
Year  Retrospective  Followed  by  a recep- 
tion with  Dr.  Loco  & Friends.  Fundraiser 
for  Jose  Antonio  Burciaga  Fund. 
Launching  of  drinkcultura.com,  Saturday, 
March  11,  2000.  Yerba  Buena  Center  for 
tire  Arts,  3rd  & Mission  Street. 


iGratis!  Ayuda  en  Preparation  de 
su  Declaracion  de  Impuestos 

Es  facil.  Traiganos  su  W-2,  otros  justifi- 
cantes  de  ingresos  y documenlos  de 
impuestos.  Expertos  lo  asistiran  en  com- 
pletar  su  declaracion  de  impuestos.  Este 
pro  grama  es  para  familias  con  ingresos  de 
menos  dc  $26,000. 

Los  sabados,  el  11  y 25  de  marzo, 
10am  - 2:30pm,  o por  la  tarde  durante  la 
semana,  6pm  to  8pm  en  CARECEN,  calle 
Alabama  #1245.  Tambien  en  los  mier- 
coles,  el  8 y 29  de  marzo,  10am  - 2:30pm 
en  Colegio  de  la  Mision,  calle  Bartlett 
#106.  Llame  a (415)  281-1600  para  mas 
information. 


Free!  Help  Preparing  Your  Taxes 

It’s  easy.  Just  bring  your  W-2’s,  other 
proofs  of  income  and  tax  forms  and  let 
qualified  professionals  assist  you  in  filing 
your  return.  The  program  is  open  to  all 
families  w ith  total  gross  income  less  than 
$26,000. 

Saturdays,  March  11  and  25,  10am  - 
2:30pm.  or  weeknights  6pm  to  8pm  at 
CARECEN,  1245  Alabama  Street.  Also 
Wednesdays,  March  8 and  29,  10am  - 
2:30pm  at  Mission  Community  College, 
106  Bartlett  Street.  Call  (415)  281-1600 
for  more  information. 


Bepefit  t Tribute  to  Juanita  RieleH 

Friends  of  La  Juanita  and  La  Pefla  Cultural 
Center  present  an  evening  of  video,  music 
and  poetry  celebrating  the  contributions  of 
community  activist  Juanita  Rieloff. 
Proceeds  to  help  pay  medical  expenses. 
Juanita’s  paintings  will  be  on  exhibit. 

A Chilean  national,  US  resident  since 
1955,  and  a Mission  District  treasure, 
Juanita  has  been  a prominent  and  active 
participant  in  many  social  organizations. 
She  is  well  known  for  her  persistent  and 
constant  struggle  for  social  justice  and  for 
her  involvement  in  human  rights  causes  at 
the  national  and  international  level. 

No  protest  for  workers  rights, 
racial/ethnic/gcnder  equality,  or  student 
rights  lias  taken  place  without  Juanita’s 
fervent  commitment  and  presence.  As  a 
video/filmmaker  she  has  captured  the 
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social  realities  of  the  places  where  she  has 
lived  and  traveled  - Chile,  Cuba,  New 
York’s  Lower  East  Side,  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Mission. 

Honoring  Women's  International 
Month  - a Benefit  Tribute  to  Juanita 
Rieloff.  Thursday,  March  9,  7:30pm,  $5 
-50  sliding  scale.  La  Pefia  Cultural  Center, 
3105  Shattuck  Ave , Berkeley.  Call  (510) 
849-2566  ext.  15  for  more  information. 


Wages  for  Housework  Campaign 

Let  those  dishes  sit  in  the  sink  and  join 
thousands  of  women  around  the  world  on 
March  8.  International  Women’s  Day,  in  a 
Global  Women’s  Strike  Against  No  Pay. 
Low  Pay  and  Overwork.  Initially  called  by 
The  National  Women’s  Council  of  Ireland 
to  demand  a national  pirid  holiday  to  rec- 
ognize women's  contributions,  the  grass- 
roots effort  was  made  global  by  Ihe 
International  Wages  for  Housework 
Campaign  and  the  International  Women 
Count  Network. 

Strike  supporters  are  demanding  the 
abolition  of  “Third  World  Debt,  ” pay 
equity  for  all,  and  protection  against  vio- 
lence. Demands  also  include  accessible 
clean  drinking  water  and  ecologically 
sound  technology  for  every  household, 
paid  maternity  leave  and  paid  breast  feed- 
ing breaks  in  the  workplace,  and  imple- 
mentation of  the  UN  decision  (Beijing 
1995)  to  measure  and  value  the  unwaged 
work  done  by  women  and  men  in  national 
economic  statistics. 

From  urban  areas  to  rural  villages, 
actions  will  include  calls  for  a national 
holiday,  marches,  speak-outs,  “no  house- 
work/ no  shopping”  days,  music  and  street 
theater. 

March  8,  International  Women’s  Day, 
Global  Women’s  Strike  Against  No  Pay, 
Low  Pay  and  Overwork.  Call  (415)  626- 
4 1 14  for  local  actions  and  events,  or  check 
the  Stride  website  for  updates  at 
http://womenstrike8m.serverl01.com 


Peace  and  Dignity  Journey  2000 

The  Bay  Area  Peace  and  Dignity  Journeys 
Committee  invites  all  community  mem- 
bers, elders,  students,  and  youth  to  partici- 
pate in  a community  gathering  to  honor  the 
long-distance  runners  of  1996  and  the 
community  elders  that  have  contributed 
greatly  to  the  collective  spiritual  founda- 
tion. The  gathering  will  also  serve  as  a 
fundraiser  to  help  feed  the  runners  of 
Peace  and  Dignity  Journey  2000  when 
they  enter  Oakland  and  for  any  other 
expenses  with  which  they  may  need  help. 

The  Peace  and  Dignity  Journey  is  an 
Indigenous  First  Nation  organization 
which  invites  the  participation  of  All  First 
Nations  and  peoples  regardless  of  reli- 
gious affiliatioa  Special  invitation  is 
extended  to  Elders  and  Spiritual  Leaders, 
in  hope  of  making  this  run  the  strongest  of 
prayers.  This  spiritual  journey  begins  May 
1,  when  runners  depart  from  Chickaloon, 
Alaska,  and  culminates  in  Teotihuacan, 
Mexico. 

One  Land,  One  People:  Honoring  of 
the  Runners  and  benefit  for  Peace  and 
Dignity  Journey  2000.  Saturday,  Marchll, 
6pm  - lam.  Dinner  will  be  served  Live 
salsa  band.  Local  2850,  548  20th  Street. 
Oakland.  Call  (510)  893-3181,  ext.  124  for 
more  information. 


Youth  Help  to  Build  low-lmcome 
Neighborhoods 

Do  you  want  a new  job?  Can't  afford  the 
time  to  learn  new  skills  without  a pay- 
check?  YouthBuild  San  Francisco  offers 
paid  training  in  the  fast-growing  construc- 
tion industry 


YouthBuild  SF  provides  youth  with 
classroom  and  on-the-job  training  in  con- 
struction, leadership  and  life  skills,  and 
basic  education  as  it  relates  to  life  in  an 
urban  setting.  YouthBuild  SF  is  currently 
accepting  applications  for  their  training 
program.  Enrollment  specifically  targets 
low-income  San  Francisco  residents,  16- 
24  years  old.  Women  and  people  of  color 
are  strongly  encouraged  to  apply 

Over  a period  of  nine  montlis,  partici- 
pants will  receive  40  hours  a week  training 
with  experienced  instructors,  as  well  as 
counseling  and  support,  job-placement 
services,  and  G.E.D.  services.  “We  want 
people  who  are  committed  to  change  and 
care  about  their  community,"  said  Sanders. 

Classroom  training  takes  place  in 
Portrero  Hill.  The  on-the-job  training  por- 
tion of  the  program  will  primarily  focus  on 
the  construction  of  affordable  housing 
units  in  the  Bayview  District,  as  part  of  a 
collaborative  with  Habitat  for  Humanity. 
YouthBuild  also  intends  to  work  on  a num- 
ber of  smaller  community  service  projects 
in  other  San  Francisco  neighborhoods. 
“YouthBuild  is  an  act  of  resistance  and 
empowerment  for  youth.  It’s  a way  for 
them  to  learn  skills,  take  these  skills  back 
to  their  communities,  and  rebuild  their 
neighborhoods  together,”  said  Sanders. 

YouthBuild  SF  is  part  of  the  national 
organization  YouthBuild  USA,  which 
annually  trains  more  than  5,000  low- 
income  youth  through  its  130  programs 
across  the  nation.  YouthBuild  SF  is  the 
product  of  a collaboration  between  Asian 
Neighborhood  Design,  a San  Francisco 
based  non-profit,  and  the  US  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development. 

Applications  for  YouthBuild  San 
Francisco  can  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Elbert  Sanders,  YouthBuild  program  man- 
ager, at  (415)  648-7070. 

Artist  Equipment  Access  Awards 

Applications  are  now  available  for 
BAVC’s  eighth  annual  Artist  Equipment 
Access  (AEA)  Awards,  which  sponsor  the 
work  of  video  artists  with  an  in-kind  grant 
for  the  completion  of  new  works.  Each 
AEA  Award  winner  receives  access  to 
BAVC’s  state-of-the-art  post-production 
facility  and  technical  support  services,  as 
well  as  publicity  through  BAVC’s  publica- 
tions and  website.  The  AEA  Awards  illus- 
trate BAVC’s  commitment  to  providing 
the  Bay  Area’s  community  of  producers 
and  directors  with  direct  access  to  video 
and  new  media  tools.  An  independent  peer 
panel,  whose  members  are  chosen  for  their 
diverse  backgrounds  and  experiences  in 


video,  will  evaluate  applications. 

BAVC  takes  special  interest  in  new 
media  artists  who  are  working  on  projects 
in  association  with  community  groups  or 
about  community  issues.  Any  BAVC 
member  working  on  a non-commercial 
project  in  the  post-production  phase  is  eli- 
gible to  apple.  Nonmembers  interested  in 
applying  for  the  AEA  Awards  must  join 
BAVC  for  eligibility.  Applications  are 
available  online  at . 


Civil  Grand  Jury 

The  San  Francisco  Superior  Court  is  seek- 
ing the  names  of  volunteers  for  possible 
service  on  the  2000-2001  Civil  Grand  Jury 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 
The  19  members  of  the  Civil  Grand  Jury 
serve  for  a period  of  one  year  from  July- 
through  June  and  are  selected  at  random 
from  a pool  of  30  prospective  grand  jurors. 
During  that  period  of  time  it  is  estimated 
that  a minimum  of  approximately  500 
hours  will  be  required  for  grand  jury  ser- 
vice. 

The  Civil  Grand  Jury  investigates  the 
operations  of  the  variousofficers,  depart- 
ments and  agencies  of  the  government  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  At 
the  end  of  its  term,  the  Civil  Grand  Jury  is 
required  to  make  a written  report  to  the 
Presiding  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court, 
together  with  any  recommendations  that  it 
may  wish  to  make 

The  Civil  Grand  Jury  generally  meets 
on  Monday  evenings  for  several  hours  at 
400  McAllister  Street.  Grand  Jurors 
receive  a per  diem  fee  of  $11  for  each 
meeting  of  the  entire  grand  jury  and  for 
each  committee  meeting  not  to  exceed  four 
committee  meetings  per  month. 

To  be  eligible  for  Grand  Jury  service 
you  must  be  a US  citizen,  18  years  of  age 


or  older,  a resident  of  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco  for  at  least  one  year,  of 
ordinary  intelligence  and  good  character 
and  have  a working  knowledge  of  the 
English  language.  Grand  Jurors  must  also 
disclose  all  investments,  income  sources, 
business  dealings,  and  interests  in  real 
property. 

Prospective  grand  juror  declaration 
forms  may  be  obtained  in  person  at  the 
Grand  Jury  Office,  400  McAllister  Street, 
Room  008  (Lower  Level),  Monday 
through  Friday  between  8am  and  5pm,  or 
by  calling  the  Grand  Jury  Office  at  (415) 
551-3605.  Completed  applications  must  be 
received  no  later  than  Friday,  April  21, 
2000. 


Bird  & Beckett 
Books  & Records 

2788  Diamond  St. 


in  Glen  Park 

San  Francisco 
ph:  586-3733 


New  & Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  & Vinyl  — LPs  & 78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  Etc. 


Tues.-Sat.:  103;r»  to  9pm 
Sunday:  11am  to  6pm 

Glen  Park  Bart 
J Church 

Muni  #26,  52,  44,  23 
Easy  Parking 


• Bain  de  Terre  • Graham  Webb  • • • • 


rS 

Vi 


Lanza  • Redken  • Nioxin  • Joico 


Holliday’S  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Happy  New  Year. 

We  will  have  gifts  for  all  ocassions 
in  the  new  millennia 


• Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
J Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


1^1 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  & Men 


1166  -Ilnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811*9410 


P O T R E R O 

BREWING  COMPANY 

535  Florida  St.  @ 18th  • (415)  552-1967  www.portrerobrew.com 

Sunny  Outdoor  Dining,  Full  bar 
Pool  Tables,  Hand  Crafted  Ales 
Fine  Food,  Roof  Deck 
Lunch,  Dinner,  Late  Night  Food 
7 Days  A Week 
Open  Mon-Fri  from  1:30 
Sat  and  Sun  from  Noon 

$2  Pints  All  Day 
Tuesday 

Reservations  Accepted 


street* san  francisco*41  5.821 . 1 1 55 • mccla@pacbell . net 
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mission  cultural  center  for  latino  arts 


reception  • 

march  3rd 


6:30pm 

$2.00 


exhibit  runs  thru 
march  3 1 st 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


¥ 


X 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 

www . bradcochair . com 
www . mainecottage . com 


would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 


Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  & Poultry. 


Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of  ^ 

California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331  fish  & POULTRY 


Jack  Black,  circa  1926 


Black  is  Back 

You  Can  ’/  Win  by  Jack  Black  is  finally  in  print  again! 

By  L.  Newman  Fuentes  changed,  as  well  as  just  how  much  they  ’ve 

remained  the  same. 


Jack  Black’s  autobiography,  You  Can  If 
Win,  is  a rare  book  on  many  levels  and 
one  of  the  most  exciting  reads  I’ve 
ever  had.  First  published  in  1926,  the  latest 
edition  is  published  by  AK  Press  and 
includes  an  introduction  by  William  S. 
Burroughs  and  an  afterword  by  Michael 
Disend.  It’s  part  of  AK’s  Nabat  series, 
which  is  dedicated  to  reprinting  forgotten 
memoirs  by  various  misfits,  outsiders,  and 
rebels.  Jack  Black  was  all  of  those  things, 
and  in  addition,  he  was  a lover  of  literature 
aivi  life  He  was  able  to  articulate  his  keen 
social  observations  and  attention  to  detail 
in  such  a way  that  he  seems  to  be  speaking 
directly  to  the  reader  from  across  the 
kitchen  table. 

The  book  has  led  a mostly  under- 
ground existence  as  a hipster  classic  and 
was  an  inspiration  for  many  Beat 
Generation  poets  and  writers.  It  is  best 
known  as  William  Burroughs  favorite 
book,  and  in  his  introduction  Burroughs 
reveals  having  used  characters  and  scenes 
from  it,  “quoting  the  prose  of  Jack  Black 
from  memory',  occasionally  word  for 
word.”  And  that  was  25  years  after  first 
reading  it.  As  for  myself,  I couldn’t  put  the 
book  down  once  I started. 


Tlie  autobiography  begins  with  the 
simple  lines;  “I  AM  now  librarian  of  the 
San  Francisco  Call.  Do  I look  like  one?” 
On  the  opposite  page  is  a haunting  photo- 
graph of  Black  taken  in  1926  by  Edward 
Weston.  As  Black  describes  his  features 
and  character,  your  eyes  can’t  help  drifting 
over  to  the  photograph,  and  by  the  time 

you  finish  the  first  paragraph  you  know 
that  Black  is  a master  storyteller.  But  as  his 
autobiography  continues,  and  he  recounts 
the  places,  people  and  experiences  that 
shaped  him  as  a person,  from  youth  to 
adulthood.  You  discover  that  nothing 
about  Jack  Black  is  simple. 

Much  of  Black’s  story  takes  place  in 
San  Francisco  during  the  turn  of  the  last 
century.  There  are  fascinating  details  of 
the  City’s  seedy  underworld  that  you 
won’t  find  in  any  history  book.  It  will 
remind  of  you  how  much  things  have 


Black's  makes  detailed  and  insightful 
comments  about  prostitution,  the  plight  of 
women,  drug  use,  criminal  activity,  train 
hopping,  freebooting  and  prison.  He  also 
gives  us  glimpses  of  daily  life  in  the 
Mission  District  and  other  neighborhoods 
during  the  19th  and  early  20th  century, 
intertwined  with  a damn  good  yam. 

His  life  takes  a turn  for  the  worse  in 
1906,  while  in  the  San  Francisco  City  jail 
during  the  Great  Earthquake.  His  court 
records  are  destroyed  in  the  quake  and  fire 
tliat  followed  and,  like  many  others,  he 
was  left  to  languish  in  a cell,  all  but  for- 
gotten and  suffering  from  TB.  Then 
Black's  life  takes  a major  turn  in  the  other 
direction  when  some  social  do-good  types 
attempt  to  help.  Just  when  you  think  his 
story  is  going  to  end  on  a high  note,  and 
that  Black  just  might  win  -this  one  time, 
you  are  dragged  off  to  experience  more 
wild  and  unbelievable  adventures. 

Black  by  no  means  led  an  normal  life, 
although  many  of  his  experiences  were  not 
uncommon  for  his  time.  It’s  clear  that  lie  is 
not  your  average  freebooting  hobo,  even 
when  he  constantly  refers  to  himself  as 
such.  There  is  something  about  the  enig- 
matic Black  that  latches  onto  the  reader 
and  refuses  to  let  go.  Apparently,  others 
who  met  hime  in  the  early  1920’s  also 
sensed  something  in  him  that  set  him  apart 
from  the  ordinary  yegg. 

Some  of  this  comes  across  in  news 
items,  letters  exchanged  by  Black  and 
famed  newspaper  editor  Freemont  Older, 
and  excerpts  of  Older’s  own  autobiogra- 
phy, which  are  included  in  Disend’s  after- 
word. Older  and  Black  eventually  became 
as  close  as  family.  Disend  also  expands  on 
Black’s  life  after  the  events  described  in 
You  Can  1 Win,  and  discusses  Black’s  ideas 
about  prison  reform  at  some  length. 

But  if  you  want  to  know  how  Black 
ended  up  as  the  librarian  for  the  San 
Francisco  Call,  you’ll  have  to  read  the 
book  yourself. 

You  Can't  Win  by  Jack  Black,  AK 
Press/NABAT  Books,  $16  is  available  at 
Adobe,  Dog  Eared  and  Modern  Times 
Books. 
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Can  your  new  car  come  equipped  with  a tax  deduction? 


It’s  not  something  you’ll  see  on  the  window  sticker  or  in  the 
brochure,  but  you  may  be  able  to  find  a tax  deduction  on  every 
vehicle  bought  with  our  Equity  Maximizer'  line  of  credit.  You 
could  say  it’s  a standard  feature.  One  that  comes  with  using  the 
money  you  put  in  your  house  to  pay  for  other  important  things. 


Like  a new  car.  Come  in  and  talk  with  us.  We’ll  sit  down  and 
help  you  decide  if  it’s  the  right  answer  for  your  needs.  It’s  how 
we  work  to  make  sure  you  get  the  best  solution  possible.  Call  us, 
log  on,  or  stop  by:  1 .800.900.9000  or  www.bankofamertca.com. 
We’ll  find  a solution  that  fits  you.  Let’s  talk. 


Bankof  America. 
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New  Mission  News 
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Revolution  Now!  (And  then)  - An 
evening  of  political  cultural  with  a talk  on 
the  Salvadoran  revolution  by  Edgardo 
Mira  (Ex-commandante  Amulfo  del 
Frente  “Modesto  Ramirez”),  Nueva 
Musica  and  pOetiy  by  Miguel  Alfaro, 
Walter  Gomez,  Mary  Mendoza,  and  Nelia 
Mendoza,  8pm,  free  Cafe  La  Boheme, 
3318  24th  Street.  Call  643-048 1 . 

Soggy  Old  Men?  - Chamber  music  per- 
formance including  works  by  Bach.  Villa 
Lobos,  Sancan,  and  Beaser  w hose  toe  tap- 
ping Old  Men  Admiring  Themselves  in  the 
Water  usually  brings  down  the  house. 
8pm,  free.  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  Street.  Call  647-6015. 


mm 

Motor  Mouths  hang  out  - Gay  Geeks 
(“not  a computer  group”)  meets  monthly 
to  yammer  on  for  3 or  4 hours  about  all 
things  considered,  and  even  some  things 
not  worthy  of  consideration.  2pm,  free. 
Cafe  Macondo.  3 1 59  16th  Street.  Call  351- 
5500. 


Synergy 

Summer 


A Summer  Program  for  Children 
Ages:  Pre  K-6th  Grade 

• Woodworking 

• Drama  • Capoeira 

• Cooking  • Gardening 

• Dance  • Arts  & Crafts 

• Track  & Field 

• Field  Trips  Around  the  Bay 

Small  Groups  / Full  & Part  Time  Rates 
Three  3-Week  Sessions 

June  19  - August  18 

Each  session  ends  with  a 
performance  celebration! 

For  more  Information,  call 

(415)  567-0607 

ask  for  / ana 

Synergy  School 

1387  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco 


Don’t  Hate  Nothin’  but  Hatred  - A free 
Community  get-together  and  discussion 
on  hate  crimes  with  Spanish  and  Chinese 
translation.  Free  food  and  childcare,  11am 
to  1:30pm.  Mission  Recreation  Center, 
2450  Harrison  Street.  Call  553-1962. 

Secrets  of  the  Gray  Panthers  - 
Introductory  tea  to  leam  about  the  Gray 
Panthers  and  how  you  can  join  them  in 
Youth  and  Age  in  Action,  2:30pm,  free. 
Call  552-8800  for  location. 


SUNDAY 

Big  B’s  High  Five  - The  Community 
Music  Center  Orchestra  performs 
Beethoven’s  Fifth  Symphony.  Also  on  the 
program  arc  works  by  Hayden,  Bach  and 
Strauss,  4pm,  free.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  Street.  Call  647-6015. 


MONDAY 

Arc  We  Elected  Yet?  - Interested  in  polit- 
ical issues?  Town  hall  forum  and  discus- 
sion with  a select  panel  of  foreign  visitors 
observing  the  US  political  process, 
7.30pm,  free.  Everett  Middle  School,  450 
Church  Street.  Call  255-7926. 
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Four  Paws  in  the  Grave  - Dr.  Betty 
Carmack’s  free  monthly  seminars  for 
grieving  pet  owners  have  helped  many 
people  deal  with  critterless  living,  7:30pm. 
SF  SPCA,  243  Alabama  Street.  Call  554- 
3050. 
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The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


•\Mrie'e  evetX 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Beach?”  10pm.  Popscene,  330  Ritch 
Street.  Surf  wmv.DoublePlay.com. 
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FpiDAY 

Cool  & Kozy  - Clark  Coolidge  and  Joel 
Kuszai  two  groundbreaking  poets  (accord- 
ing to  their  press  material)  rock  your  world 
and  break  your  ground,  if  that’s  what  you 
need,  7:30pm,  $5.  New  College  Theater, 
777  Valencia  Street  Call  437-3454. 
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SATWAY 

They’re  probably  just  making  all  this 
up...-  Other  Cinema  presents  film  ver- 
sions of  Plato’s  Symposium,  Tzara’s  The 
First  Celestial  Adventure  of  Mr.  Anti- 
pyrine.Fire  Extinguisher  by  Um  and  Fox 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Future  Illogical 
Association,  8:30pm,  $5.  A.T.A.,  992 
Valencia  Street.  Call  824-3890. 

Cheese  Culture  vs.  MonoCulture  - 
Panel  discussion  and  music:  A tribute  to 
French  farmer/activist  Jose  Bove  and  a call 
for  mass  protests  against  the  IMF  and  the 
WTO  by  Insurrection  Landscapes,  8pm, 
$5-6.  Cell  Space,  2050  Bryant  Street.  Surf 
www.al6.org. 
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WEDNESDAY 

“Let’s  Get  Drunk  and  Screw”  - This 
may  be  one  of  the  rockabilly  classics  per- 
formed by  the  Frantic  Flattops.  Then 
again,  they  might  sing  the  PC  version: 
“Let’s  go  into  recovery  and  snuggle,” 
10pm,  $5  cover.  The  Elbo  Room,  647 
Valencia  Street.  Call  552-7788. 

Popular  science  - An  informal  meeting 
on  understanding  your  liver  biopsy  and 
liver  function  lab  tests,  6:30pm,  refresh- 
ments at  6pm,  free.  Educational  materials 
provided.  Davis  Medical  Center,  North 
Tower  Auditorium,  comer  of  Castro  and 
Duboce  Streets.  Call  587-8908. 


SUNDAY 

Globalize  This!  - Celebrate  International 
Women’s  Day  by  giving  neo-liberalism  a 
kick  in  the  butt  Speakers  from  the  All 
Africa  Unification  Party,  the  San 
Francisco  Zapatista  Coalition,  Los 
Angeles  Radical  Women  and  other  organi- 
zations give  the  4 1 1 on  the  WTO,  and  call 
in  a 911  on  the  IMF,  2:30pm,  free.  An 
international  buffet  dinner  follows  at 
5:30pm  ($6.50  per  plate).  New  Valencia 
Hall,  1908  Mission  Street.  Call  864-1278. 

Microbroadcast  That!  - Benefit  film 
screening  for  Free  Radio  Berkeley 
(IRATE).  Free  Radio,  a comprehensive 
documentary  on  the  history  of  the  micro- 
broadcasting movement  from  its  inception 
as  Black  Liberation  Radio  in  the  80 ’s  to  its 
role  in  the  Battle  of  Seattle.  Live  music 
follows,  7pm,  $10-25.  Cell  Space  2050 
Bryant  Street.  Call  (510)  549-0732. 
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Flood  Warning!  - CD  release  party  for 
Dora  Flood.  Their  press  kit  says  they  cre- 
ate a “cocktail  of  alternative  music.” 
Hmm. . .1  wonder  if  their  third  album.  Lost 
on  Earth  is  anything  like  “Sex  on  the 
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TUESDAY 

There  was  a bar  in  the  Mission/  That 
asked  for  Limerick  Submissions/  The 
rhymes  were  so  naughty/  And  dirty  and 
bawdy/  They  caused  nocturnal  emis- 
sions - Keane’s  3300  Club  returns  to  its 
Irish  roots  with  a Limerick  contest.  Bar 
prizes.  Free  food  should  dull  the  pain,  7pm 
sharp,  no  cover.  Keane’s  3300  Club,  3300 
Mission  Street.  Call  826-6886 

Charlie’s  Angels  - Actually  it’s  Charlie’s 
weirdos,  wackos  and  wild  ones. 
Neighborhood  guy  and  photographer 
Charles  Gatewood  does  the  slide 
show/book  signing  thing  for  Badlands,  a 
350  image  retrospective  of  nearly  four 
decades  of  sexual  underground  hijinks. 
Booksmith  1644  Haight  , 7pm,  free,  call 
863-8688 
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WEDNESDAY 

Yo  Homies,  Listen  Up!  - Free  seminar  on 
how  homeopathy  treats  the  whole  person 
through  an  understanding  of  mind  and 
body,  7pm.  Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy,  1199  Sanchez  Street  Cdll 
458-8238. 

Paul  is  NOT  DEAD,  you  can  play  the 
White  Album  backwards  all  you  want  - 
Legendary  editor  of  The  Realist,  Paul 
Krassner  talks  about  his  newest  book 
Impolite  Interviews , one-on-ones  with  the 
likes  of  Norman  Mailer,  Timothy  Leary 
and  Hugh  Heffner.  Krassner’s  theory 
regarding  obscene  neck  wound  modifica- 
tions LBJ  inflicted  on  the  corpse  of  JFK 
remained  the  low  point  in  US  media  histo- 
ry for  thirty -five  years  until  last  month's 
millionaire  marriage,  7:30pm,  free. 
Modem  Times  Books.  888  Valencia  Street. 
Call  282-2946. 

What’s  Up  at  MCCLA?  - In  a rare  move 
for  a nonprofit  organization,  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  opens  its 
board  of  directors  meetings  to  the  public, 
6:30pm,  free.  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2886  Mission  Street.  Call  821-1155. 
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MONDAY 

Thus  Spake  Quark  - Gaetana  Caldwell- 
Smith  performs  Something  New  is  Painful 
or  the  Tragic  Joy  of  the  Certainty  of 
Uncertainty  on  a Little  Clod  of 
Atom. ..Earth,  an  exploration  of  reality, 
Nietzsche,  and  quantum  mechanics,  8pm. 
Also  runs  on  3/6.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  Street.  Call  826-5760. 


THVKWY 

Real  Men  in  Real  Tights  - The  Roxie 
Cinema  celebrates  its  24th  anniversary 
with  a screening  of  Errol  Flynn’s  Robin 
Hood,  possibly  the  best  swashbuckler  ever 
with  a stellar  cast  including  Basil 
Rathbone,  Claude  Raines.  Alan  Hale  (not 
the  Skipper)  and  Olivia  De  Havilland. 
Also  a Little  Lulu  cartoon,  free  champagne 
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Neighborhood  Businesses: 

An  Essential  Part  of  Your  Community 

Melinda  B.  Zarrett  of  Dr.  Video 
Community  Contributor 
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Life  in  War 

* 

Senad  Joldic 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

A life  in  war  is  not  something  to  be  proud  of.  Every- 
thing you  see  is  horrible.  The  people  that  die,  the  suffer- 
ing that  goes  on;  it  just  sickens  me  to  even  talk  about  it. 
I came  to  the  U.S.  because  of  the  war.  I didn't  have  any 
choice.  The  war  was  in  Bosnia,  which  used  to  be  called 
Yugoslavia.  I had  only  finished  the  first  grade  when 
the  war  broke  out.  As  my  family  and  I made  our  way 
over  here,  it  was  crazy.  People  were  screaming  and 
falling  down  from  all  the  grenades  that  were  dropping 
from  the  sky  like  rain.  On  top  of  all  of  that,  there  was 
shooting  on  all  sides. 

I have  actually  seen  a person's  head  get  blown  off  its 
shoulders!  That  is  one  memory  that  I don't  want  to 
have,  but  I will  never  forget.  I had  to  live  in  three  other 
countries  and  have  had  to  learn  three  other  languages 
before  coming  here.  I have  switched  more  schools  than 
some  people  have  relatives. 

It's  just  too  much  pressure  for  a kid!  My  country  is 
not  the  only  one  that  has  these  kinds  of  problems;  there 
are  other  countries  that  have  gone  through  the  same 
things.  What  I'm  trying  to  say  is  that  life  in  war  is  not 
good-for  anyone.  People  get  killed,  people  suffer,  people 
lose  loved  ones,  and  for  what?  Because  some  guy  wants 
to  be  stronger  than  another.  It's  stupid  because  most 
wars  break  out  because  of  religion.  Every  religion  is 
almost  the  same  if  you  look  at  it  the  right  way.  Everyone 
believes  in  god,  does  it  matter  which  one? 

Senad  shared  his  story  on  the  WB's  10  o’clock  news,  Feb.  15th 


Home  Boys  Cause  a Stir 


Should  these  toys  be  banned?  Are  Eightball, 
Mr.  Raza,  Gordo,  Dupri,  Smily,  and  Loco  “bad”  be- 
cause of  the  way  they  look? 

Chris  Smith 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  one-inch  toys  being  outlawed 
in  major  cities?  Well,  these  little  toys  are  the  center  of  a 
controversy.  They  have  been  pulled  off  the  shelves  of 
stores  in  Los  Angeles.  Their  creator,  David  Gonzalez, 
says  that  he  made  these  characters  to  make  people 
laugh— which  he  has,  through  his  comic  strip,  "The 
Home  Boys,"  which  appears  in  Lowrider  Magazine. 

Some  people  enjoy  the  characters  in  the  comic  strip 
and  find  the  toys  funny  as  well.  On  the  other  hand,  you 
have  people  arguing  and  trying  to  get  these  toys  pulled 
off  the  market  because  they  say  that  the  "homies"  are 
promoting  gang  violence  and  Latino  stereotypes. 

So,  should  these  toys  be  outlawed? 

What  do  you  think?  Email  us  at: 
isal  istenup@yahoo . com . 


As  a small  business  owner,  I have  given  a lot  of 
thought  to  how  the  proliferation  of  chain  stores  affects 
us  all.  Of  course,  it's  in  my  best  interest  to  fight  the 
chains;  I'm  fighting  for  my  livelihood.  But  how  is  the 
community  at  large  benefited  by  small  businesses,  as 
opposed  to  a big  store  chain? 

One  of  the  biggest  issues  surrounding  the  chain  store 
debate  is  nothing  less  than  preserving  the  distinctive 
character  of  our  city.  If  we  allow  the  unchecked  growth 
of  chains  in  our  neighborhoods,  we  run  the  risk  of  los- 
ing our  unique  identity.  As  the  mix  of  businesses  in  our 
neighborhoods  all  begin  to  resemble  each  other,  what 
will  differentiate  San  Francisco  from  every  other  mall- 
town  in  middle  America?  Isn't  diversity  what  most  dis- 
tinguishes our  city? 

Another  aspect  of  this  issue  is  the  matter  of  selection. 
Your  neighborhood  merchants  decide  what  goods  to 
carry  and  what  services  to  offer  based  on  personal  in- 
teractions with  customers,  rather  than  nationwide  de- 
mographic studies  and  statistics.  In  the  case  of  Dr. 
Video,  this  means  we  offer  a much  wider  range  of  choice 
than  the  chain  stores  do,  without  the  censorship  the 
major  chains  practice  in  their  attempts  to  market  to  main- 
stream middle  America. 

Finally,  local  neighborhood  merchants  are  intrinsic 
members  of  the  communities  they  serve.  Not  only  do 
many  of  us  live  in  the  neighborhoods  we  serve,  but  we 
also  watch  the  neighborhood  kids  grow  up,  and  in  many 
cases,  provide  them  with  their  first  jobs.  We  support 
school  and  community  fundraisers  with  gift  certificates 
and  other  contributions.  We  spend  our  advertising  dol- 
lars with  local  community  publications.  The  Potrero  Hill 
Association  of  Merchants  and  Businesses  has  raised 
thousands  of  dollars  for  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House  (a  resource  center  providing  meeting  space  and 
services  to  the  community,  especially  youth  and  seniors), 
and  is  currently  seeking  additional  ways  to  support 
our  neighborhood  schools.  In  short,  we  do  our  best  to 


"give  back"  to  the  communities  that  support  us. 

The  best  way  to  stop  chain  store  growth  is  by  shop- 
ping at  your  local  merchants.  Keep  letting  us  know  how 
we  can  best  serve  you,  so  that  we  can  continue  to  be 
vital  members  of  the  community. 


(top  row:  Chris  Smith,  Grisel  Sanchez,  Sanjai 
Jagdish,  Kim  White,  Ksenia  Shabelskaya; 
bottom  row:  Moses  Tapia,  Senad  Joldic, 
Annie  Chan) 

Listen  Up!  in  the  News! 

On  February  8th  the  editorial  staff  of  Lis- 
ten Up!  appeared  on  the  WB’s  10  o’clock 
news  segment  “Something  to  Believe  in: 
Our  Youth.”  As  part  of  the  segment,  the 
staff  interviewed  Melinda  Zarrett  of  Dr. 
Video  in  Potrero  Hill. 

Look  for  a write  up  of  that  interview  in 
our  next  issueT 
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Listen  Up!  Staff 

Graphic  Art  Department 
Tuan  Chau,  Richard  Cramer,  Senad 
Joldic,  Francisco  Josephson, 
Chris  Smith 


Richard  Cramer,  Francisco  Josephson, 
Sovan  Pau 

Editorial  Department 
Annie  Chan  (Production  Editor),  Irene 
Cook,  San  Jai  Jagdish  (Managing  Edi- 
tor), Mary  Kouch,  Kenny  Lei,  Cynthia 
Lim,  Suparin  Nanthasiri,  Veronica 
Ramos,  Grisel  Sanchez  (Assignments 
Editor),  Chris  Smith  (Graphics  Editor), 
Serena  Ramirez 

Staff 

Annie  Chan,  Tuan  Chau,  William  Cho, 
Irene  Cook,  Cindy  Estrada,  Claudia 
Gonzalez,  Karla  Gonzalez,  Yan  Wen 
Guo,  Pei  Xuan  Huang,  San  Jai  Jagdish, 
Peter  Jiunti,  Nicole  John,  Senad  Joldic, 
Karla  Kattengell,  Nicole  Lau,  Man  Fan 
Connie  Lau,  Kenny  Lei,  Cynthia  Lim, 
Edvin  Mejia,  Suparin  Nanthasiri,  Leo 
Puni,  Serena  Ramirez,  Veronica  Ramos, 
Shirelle  Roberson,  Grisel  Sanchez, 
Kseniya  Shabelskaya,  Chris  Smith,  Moses 
Tapia,  Kim  White,  Artiese  Williams, 
Marshaun  Williams 


Pia  Guerrero,  Ann  Lew 


Editorial  and  policy  decisions  are  made 
>y  the  staff.  The  staff  consists  of  stu- 
dents in  ISA’s  Ethnic  Experience  in 
Literature  class. 

Listen  Up 1 name  created  by  Yousanie 
Yarnway,  former  ISA  student. 

Listen  Up I masthead  design  by  Randy 
Cortez,  former  ISA  student. 

Name,  masthead,  and  theme 
chosen  democratically  by  the 
student  staff. 

20,000  copies  are  published 
four  times  each  year  by  Our  Schools, 
Our  Media 

(a  non-profit  organization  that 
inspires  and  teaches  students  to  mobi- 
lize community  action  on  behalf  of 
their  schools). 

The  views  expressed  in  Listen  Up ! are 
not  necessarily  those  of  Our  Schools, 
Our  Media  or  all  members  of  ISA. 

Ms.  Lew  and  Ms.  Guerrero  are  advisors 
to  the  Listen  Up I project. 

Thank  you  to  the  New  Mission  News 
for  supporting  this  publication. 

Listen  Up!  is  printed  at  Howard 
Quinn,  a union  shop. 


Life  Ain’t  Easy 

Grisel  Sanchez 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

Teenagers  face  many  problems  in  their  lives.  Adults 
don't  realize  how  much  we  go  through.  They  think  all 
we  have  to  do  is  go  to  school.  Well,  they're  wrong. 

Drugs,  alcohol,  gangs,  and  sex  are  some  of  the  many 
problems  we  face.  Some  teens  go  to  drugs  and  alcohol 
because  they  feel  the  need  to  forget  about  their  prob- 
lems. Doing  drugs  and  drinking  alcohol  may  make  you 
feel  good  at  the  moment,  but  as  soon  as  that  feeling  is 
over,  you'll  realize  that  your  problems  are  still  there. 
It's  important  to  face  your  problems  and  to  not  run  away 
from  them. 

Gangs  are  another  way  that  some  teens  run  away 
from  their  problems.  Gangs  might  fill  that  emptiness  by 
providing  another  family  to  back  you  up.  But,  when  it 
comes  down  to  it,  you'll  realize  the  hard  way  that  when 
you  really  need  someone  to  love  you  and  listen  to  your 
problems,  your  "gang"  won't  be  there. 

The  thought  of  having  sex  crosses  many  teenagers' 
minds.  Having  sex  is  fun  and  pleasurable,  but  it  is  also 
a big  responsibility.  Teenage  girls  always  have  to  stress 
about  being  pregnant  or  not.  So  why  do  it  at  all?  Then 
you  can  be  sure  that  you  won't  "be  late"  next  month. 
Sex  or  making  love  is  the  biggest  gift  you  can  give  some- 
one. Why  not  wait  until  you  know  that  your  partner  is 
worthy  of  receiving  that  gift? 


(Pictured  from  left  to  right)  Sanjai  Jagdish, 
Veronica  Ramos,  Irene  Ruby,  and  Pia 
Guerrero  make  editorial  decisions  as  part  of 
the  Listen  Up!  lunch  club. 

Don't  Have  the  Grades? 

Suparin  Nanthasiri  and  Cynthia  Lim 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

A lot  of  people  want  to  go  to  college,  but  they  don't 
have  the  grades.  If  they  don't  have  the  grades,  they  can 
probably  find  other  ways  of  showing  the  school  and 
other  people  why  they  should  be  in  college.  What  can 
they  do? 

"Actions  speak  louder  than  words!!"  If  you  want  to 
do  something,  nothing  can  get  in  your  way.  What  is 
most  important  is  that  you  are  willing  to  take  that 
chance.  Just  believe  in  yourself  and  try  your  best. 


Don’t  think  you  have  the  grades 

to  get  into  college? 

The  following  steps  might  helps 

1)  Do  an  internship  (this  can  benefit  your 
reputation  and  your  experience  in  the  work 
force). 

2)  Join  some  extra  curricular  activities/ 
community  organizations. 

3)  Play  sports  as  an  individual  or  on  a team. 

4) Take  some  classes  at  City  College. 

5)  Join  clubs. 

6)  Join  student  government. 

7)  Explain  in  your  college  essay  why  you 
didn’t  do  well,  why  you  want  to  go  to 
college,  and  why  you  should  get  this 
opportunity. 

8)  Do  anything  that  makes  you  stand  out 
from  other  people  in  a positive  way. 


Graphic:  Francisco  Josephson 


If  you  ever  feel  that  your  friends  or  family  don't  un- 
derstand what  you  are  going  through,  there  are  people 
who  will.  You  can  call  the  Youth  Line  at  (415)  777- 
3399.  It's  confidential  and  you  don't  even  have  to  state 
your  name  unless  you  want  to. 

Try  it;  they'll  hear  you  out. 


Teaching  Responsibility 

Claudia  Gonzalez 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

Latinos  En  Extasis  is  a youth  group  that  meets  ev- 
ery week.  This  group  was  made  to  help  young  people 
earn  more  about  health,  sex  education.  Sexually 
Transmitted  Diseases  (STDs),  and  pregnancy.  It 
teaches  mostly  Latino  teens,  but  the  group  is  for  ev- 
eryone. 

I learned  about  Latitios  En  Extasis  from  a friend, 
and  we  decided  that  we  should  go.  At  first,  I thought 
it  was  going  to  be  a really  boring  lecture  about  sex 
from  an  old  lady.  Actually,  it  was  kind  of  nice.  The 
instructors  of  the  group  are  younger  than  I am!  There 
are  a few  other  adults  there  who  listen  to  the  conver- 
sations and  help  the  youth  that  are  teaching.  The 
adults  correct  the  teachers  if  they  make  any  mistakes 

“Another  thing  we  talk  about  in  the 
meetings  is  how  our  families  react 

when  people  talk  about  sex.” 

• 

and  they  remind  them  of  some  of  the  things  they  for- 
get to  go  over.  I later  found  out  that  the  instructors  go 
to  a few  workshops  and  classes  and  get  paid  for  teach- 
ing these  classes.  They  also  get  community  service 
hours  for  their  time. 

Once  the  meeting  started,  we  made  up  a few  rules 
which  stated  that  all  we  had  to  do  was  talk*,  listen, 
and  respect  each  other.  The  instructors  spoke  to  us 
in  English  and  Spanish.  It  was  cool  because  I didn't 
feel  like  anybody  was  holding  me  back.  I talked  to 
people  my  own  age  about  relationships,  sex,  peer 
pressure,  family  life,  etc.  They  knew  where  I was 
coming  from. 

I would  encourage  other  people  to  go  to  these  meet- 
ings because  it's  fun  and  you  can  meet  people  your 
own  age.  A lot  of  the  teenagers  in  San  Francisco  need 
help  trying  to  find  clinics.  They  can  find  more  infor- 
mation about  health  services  at  the  Teen  Clinic  at  the 
Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center.  If  anyone  is 
having  sex,  they  should  get  tested  to  see  if  they  have 
any  STDs,  or  even  HIV.  Girls  should  be  very  careful 
because  they  can  end  up  pregnant.  If  you  need  help 
or  advice,  go  to  the  Clinic  and  they  will  help  you  out. 

Another  thing  we  talk  about  in  the  meetings  is  how 
our  cultures  or  families  react  when  people  talk  about 
sex.  I guess  it's  kind  of  taboo  to  talk  about  sex  in 
Latino  families.  Some  people  are  very  open  about  it 
and  don't  find  it  hard  to  talk  about  sex,  but  in  a lot  of 
families,  it's  hard  to  talk  about.  If  you  are  consider- 
ing having  sex,  maybe  you  should  go  and  express 
some  of  your  questions.  If  you  just  want  to  hang  out 
and  talk  to  people  your  own  age  about  things  that 
are  going  on  in  your  life,  then  Latinos  En  Extasis  is  a 
good  place  for  you. 

Latinos  En  Extasis  meets  every  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Friday  from  4:30  pm  to  6:00  pm  at  the  Mission  Neigh- 
borhood Health  Clinic  at  240  Shotzoell  Street  at  J 6th  Street 
on  the  2nd  floor  of  the  building. 
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A Tough  Life 

Cindy  Estrada 
Listen  Up!  Staff 


Life  gets  tougher  every  day-especially 
for  those  who  feel  alone.  Those  teens 
who  have  lost  their  virginity  to  others 
and  are  dealing  with  problems  due  to 
having  sex  at  an  early  age  often  have  the 
hardest  road  ahead  of  them.  All  troubled 
teens  need  is  for  somebody  to  tell  them 
that  they're  going  to  be  okay.  But  most 
teens  prefer  not  to  talk  to  anyone  for  fear 
of  rejection  and  disapproval  by  others. 

In  this  case,  if  a 
teenager  were  to 
have  sex  at  an  age 
where  they  can't 
support  them- 
selves and  an  in- 
fant were  brought 
into  this  world,  the 
teen  would  be  in 
trouble.  The  teen  many  not  want  anyone 
to  know  because  their  loved  ones  might 
reject  them  or  think  badly  of  them.  The 
teens  could  potentially  go  through  de- 
pression, low  self-esteem,  loneliness 
(which  could  also  lead  to  suicide),  or  abor- 
tions. Their  lack  of  support  could  lead  to 
them  mistreating  themselves  by  not  car- 
ing about  their  bodies.  Troubled  teens 
may  start  giving  up  sex,  taking  drugs,  or 
turning  to  alcohol;  anything  to  alleviate 
their  depression  and  loneliness.  All  this 
teen  may  have  wanted  was  for  someone 
to  be  there,  but  fear  was  in  the  way. 

If  a teenager  were  to  find  something 
unusual  on  his  or  her  body,  they  may 
decide  not  to  go  to  a clinic  because  they 
fear  that  others  could  find  out  about  their 
situation.  These  teens  could  be  putting 
their  lives  in  danger  because  they  don't 
see  a doctor  to  find  out  whether  they  have 
STDs.  Even  if  a teen  were  to  take  a test  for 
STDs  and  find  out  they've  got  a disease, 
they  are  still  at  risk  for  depression.  A 


person  has  to  be  really  strong  to  live  with 
an  STD  and  accept  it.  That's  how  life  is 
when  you're  not  safe. 

I think  I speak  for  other  teens  when  I 
say  that  adults  have  to  get  more  involved 
with  their  teens.  If  one  of  these  troubling 
situations  affects  your  teen,  don't  lecture 
them,  advise  them  instead.  Don't  reject 
them;  hold  them  in  your  arms.  Just  try  to 
put  yourself  in  their  situation  and  love 
and  respect  them.  I 
asked  a young  adult 
what  she  thought 
about  these  issues.  "I 
think  that  if  teens 
claim  that  they  can  be 
responsible  and  are 
old  enough  to  handle 
any  situation  what- 
soever, then  they  should  prove  it  by  hav- 
ing safe  sex  and  what  not." 

I personally  think  that  teens  should 
handle  these  situations  by  having  a per- 
son to  confide  in.  Parents  sometimes  re- 
ject their  kids  because  they  are  afraid  that 
their  kids  are  following  in  their  footsteps. 
Sometimes,  parents  simply  don't  know 
how  to  react  to  it. 

To  all  of  those  teens  who  have  gone 
through  or  are  going  through  similar  situ- 
ations, keep  strong  and  have  faith  in  the 
greater  power.  You  should  also  go  to  a 
counselor  and  clinic  to  get  yourself 
checked  out.  Your  life  depends  on  being 
safe.  That's  how  it  works. 

Here  are  some  clinics  to  aid  you: 
City  Clinic 

365  7,h  St.  487-5500 

Balboa  Teen  Health  Center 

1000  Cayuga  Ave.,  Rm.  156, 469-4512 

Larkin  Street  Youth  Center, 

1044  Larkin  Street,  673-0911 


“If  teens  claim  that  they  can 
be  responsible  and  are  old 
enough  to  handle  any  situa- 
tion, then  they  should  prove 
it  by  having  safe  sex.  ” 


What  Do  You  Think? 

The  staff  of  Listen  Up!  wants  to  know  what  you  think! 

Listen  Up!  is  a student-driven  community  paper.  That  means  anyone  in  the 
community  can  contribute  articles  and  graphics. 

So,  what  are  you  waiting  for?  If  you  want  to  respond  to  something  you’ve  read 
or  just  want  to  voice  your  opinion  about  issues  affecting  youth  or  the  community, 
email  us! 

Email:  isalistenup@yahoo.com 

Phone:  415-695-5866  (ask  for  Ms.  Lew  or  Ms.  Guerrero) 
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A Diversity  Club  to  Unite  Us 

Veronica  Ramos 
Listen  Up!  Staff 


Some  ISA  students  talk  about  how  dif- 
ferent races  and  ethnicities  separate  into 
smaller  groups-one  group  of  Chinese, 
another  African-American,  another 
Latin- American.  Luckily,  there  haven't 
been  any  conflicts  among  them.  A good 
way  of  making  each  race  aware  of  the 
customs  and  traditions  from  different 
countries  is  to  form  a Diversity  Club  here 
at  ISA.  This  club  would  be  a good  way 
for  everyone  to  get  to  know  each  other 
and  stop  stereotyping  those  who  are  dif- 
ferent. 

Starting  a Diversity  Club  is  a very  good 
idea  because  it  could  also  help  people  to 
clarify  expectations  of  one  another.  Hope- 
fully, this  will  lead  to  everyone  getting 
along  better  by  breaking  down  barriers 
between  people  from  different  places. 


A common  stereotype  in  San  Francisco 
is  the  labelling  of  all  Latin  Americans  as 
Mexicans,  when  they  are  not.  Latin 
America  is  made  up  of  several  different 
countries  and  cultures.  Like  the  Asian 
community,  eve^one  may  look  the  same 
to  some  people,  but  that  does  not  mean 
that  every  Asian  is  Chinese.  An  Asian 
could  be  Chinese,  Korean,  Japanese,  or 
Pacific  Islander.  It's  better  not  to  stereo- 
type or  label  someone  as  something  if  you 
really  don't  know  them.  It  could  lead  to 
problems  or  just  misunderstandings. 

This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  ISA  re- 
ally needs  a Diversity  Club.  It  would  also 
be  a great  place  for  us  to  get  to  know  each 
other  and  to  have  fun.  Some  ideas  of  fun 

Continued  on  A4 
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Health  Services  for  Students: 
a Healthy  Start 

“Elaine"  Listen  Up!  Staff 

In  our  Inst  issue , we  published  a school  wide  survey  of  what  programs  and  services  the 
students  of  ISA  would  like  to  have  through  the  Healthy  Start  grant.  In  addition  to  more 
activities  and  tutoring,  the  students  would  like  to  see  counseling  and  health  services  brought 
to  the  school.  Here  are  some  ideas. 


With  unattended  health  problems  and 
injuries  occurring  at  ISA  having  health 
services  at  school  should  not  be  a ques- 
tion of  why— it  should  be  the  question  of 
when!  There  should  be  no  need  to  ask  for 
health  services.  It  should  be  provided  for 
the  mental  and  physical  well  being  of  stu- 
dents. 

The  service  should  be  given  to  all  stu- 
dents and  should  be  confidential.  Teach- 
ers and  parents  should  not  be  told  a stu- 
dents medical  information  unless  that 
student's  life  is  in  danger. 

When  the  health  services  begin,  what 
kind  of  professionals  are  going  to  be  serv- 
ing the  students  needs?  Who  will  chose 
these  people?  I personally  think  that  the 
students  should  have  the  right  to  choose 
along  with  the  principal.  This  is  some- 
thing for  the  students  and  the  student's 
opinions  should  be  considered. 


The  potential  services  that 
should  be  given  include: 

1)  Information  on  safe  sex  and 
pregnancy  prevention  & support. 

2)  Information  about  male  and  female 
sexuality. 

3)  Support  for  those  who  problems 
with  drugs  or  alcohol. 

4)  Support  for  those  who  have  person- 
al dealing  with  school,  family,  and 
friends. 

5)  Conflict  resolution  and  violence 
prevention  services. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  input  on 
this  issue  please  write  back  and  report  your 
ideas  to:  isalistenup@yahoo.com. 


To  find  out  more  about  this 
publication  or  Our  Schools, 
Our  Media  contact: 


Pia  Guerrero 
741  - 30th  Ave. 

SF,  CA  94121 
tel:  (415)  831-6142 

OSOM  inspires  and  teaches  students  to  mobilize  community  action  on  behalf  of 
their  schools. 


fax:  (415)  831-6145 
email:  pia@osom.org 
Or  visit  us  at  www.osom.org 
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Sanjai  Jagdish 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

On  December  8, 1999,  guest  speakers 
spoke  to  the  Listen  Up!  class  about  the 
Proposition  21  initiative  that  will  be  on 
the  March  ballot.  The  speakers  were  Jay, 
the  Director  of  Change  Makers,  and 
Misty,  Ebony,  and  Ken-  who  are  students 
working  to  prevent  this  initiative  from 
passing.  Misty  and  Ebony  go  to  Balboa 
High  School,  and  Ken  goes  to  Aptos 
Middle  School.  They  told  us  that  if  this 
initiative  passes,  youth  would  lose  a lot 
of  their  freedom. 

This  initiative  will  give  police  officers 
the  right  to  check  youths  if  they  are  in  a 
group  of  three  or  more,  because  the  ini- 
tiative will  expand  the  definition  of  gang 
members  as  three  or  more  people  with 
similarities  in  dress,  language,  names, 
etc.  If  you  are  in  a group  of  three  or  more, 
any  police  officer  that  suspects  you're  a 
gang  member  can  detain  you  and  put  you 
in  Juvie.  Also,  if  you  wear  the  same  col- 
ors as  someone  else  who  commits  a 
crime,  you  could  go  to  prison  because  you 
are  considered  guilty  by  association.  If 
you  have  weed  ip  your  possession  and  if 
you  <ire  suspected  of  being  a gang  mem- 
ber, they  can  also  wire  tap  your  phone 
lines  to  see  what  you  are  doing.  Also, 
youths  age  14  and  up  are  going  can  be 
tried  as  adults  and  be  sent  to  adult  prison 
at  age  16. 


Consider  the  following  facts:  75  per- 
cent of  people  in  state  prisons  are  people 
of  color.  In  the  last  eight  years,  youth 
crime  went  down  by  28  percent.  In  the 
last  five  years  alone,  violent  youth  crime 
went  down  33  percent.  Since  1985,  juve- 
nile incarceration  went  up  by  22  percent. 
Seventeen  percent  of  youth  are  in  pov- 
erty. More  than  151,000  youth  are  look- 
ing for  jobs  today. 

If  a person  goes  to  state  prison,  the  gov- 
ernment spends  $64,000  a year  to  keep 
him  in  prison.  The  government  spends 
$3,500  a year  per  student  who  stays  in 
school.  This  shows  that  the  government 
is  more  concerned  with  keeping  prison- 
ers in  prison  than  supporting  students 
and  schools. 


If  this  initiative  passes,  youth  will  have 
no  more  rights  or  much  freedom.  Youth 
won't  be  able  to  hang  out  together,  dress 
like  each  other,  and  do  what  we  do,  we'll 
always  have  someone  watching  our  ev- 
ery move.  If  you  don't  want  this  law  to 
pass  and  you  want  freedom  instead  of 
hell,  then  I suggest  you  let  everyone 
know  about  this  law  and  tell  them  to  vote 
no. 

The  guest  speakers  we  had  were 
great  because  they  gave  us  a lot  of 
information  about  Proposition  21  and 
we  learned  a lot  from  them.  Certainly  I 
learned  a few  ways  to  try  to  help  defeat 
this  initiative.  The  speakers  were  great; 
we  benefited  from  their  visit. 

Visit  ivww.schoolsnotjails.com  for  more 
info  on  this  initiative. 


M>f  Mother,  Tida 

Sovan  Pau,  Grade  10 

sad  hands  covered  with  black  mud 

during  the  time  of  the  Khmer  Rouge 

she  awakened  in  the  early  morning, 

in  the  blurred  darkness  of  the  humid 

90  degree  day 

at  home  again  at  night. 

when  she  spoke.  I saw  her  tears  drop 

caused  by  pain  from  digging  in  the  mud, 

from  crouching  and  standing, 

crouching  and  standing, 

planting  rice 

her  tears  made  my  heart  fill  with 

hot  misery 

now  in  America. 

she  wakes  me  up  at  7 o'clock 

every  morning; 

makes  me  fried  rice  with  ham 

and  pours  Cheerios  into  my  bowl 

and  milk  on  top 

she  is  like  the  sunrise 

in  my  world. 

shining  every  morning 

bringing  brightness  into  my  eyes 
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City  Blend  Cafe 

3087  16“'  Street  @ Valencia  Nick-Nabi 
San  Francisco,  CA  04103  (4 1 5)  523-1223 


DrVide 


Potrero  Hilt's  First  and  Best  Video  Store 

VHS  • DVD  • GAMES 

1521  18,h  Street  (nr.  Connecticut) 
826-2900  • www.drvid.com 

Proud  to  support  our  schools  with  free  video 
rentals  for  classroom  use! 


Support  your  local  youth  and 
community! 

WANTED: 

Advertising  and 
Submissions  for  Listen  Up! 

For  Submissions  and  Ad  Sales  call: 
415-831-6142 


New  Star  Liquor  &■  DcH 
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Diversity  Club 

Continued  from  Page  A 3 

things  this  club  could  do  are  cultural  cel- 
ebrations/fairs,  rallies,  dances, 
multicultural  food  sales,  and  more. 

I interviewed  an  ISA  student;  her  name 
is  Grisel.  I asked  her,  “Why  do  you  think 
ISA  needs  a Diversity  Club?"  and  she 
answered,  “I  think  ISA  needs  a Diversity 
.Club  so  that  different  people  could  ex- 
press their  feelings  and  try  to  make  this 
school  a better  community."  This  is  all 
true  because  sometimes  not  only  students 
or  youths  could  be  racist,  but  teachers  too. 
Hopefully,  the  Diversity  Club  will  unite 
the  whole  school  and  create  a good  envi- 
ronment to  communicate  and  interact 
with  others  from  different  backgrounds, 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■a 

Thank  You  for  Your  ■ 
Support! 

J This  year  Listen  Up!  has  had  a lot  of  sup-  ■ 

■ port  as  a result  of  its  work  in  the  school  and  ■ 

■ community.  We  thought  we’d  share  some  of  ■ 

■ our  success  stories  with  you. 

■ ■ 

• 1 ) Theatre  Artaud  in  Potrero  Hill  is  l 

■ in  the  process  of  forming  a long-term  • 
, partnership  with  ISA.  Through  this  J 

■ partnership,  students  will  have  ac-  ■ 
" cess  to  the  Theatre’s  artists,  perfor-  J 

■ mances  and  facilities. 

J 2)  The  office  of  Mayor  Willie  Brown  " 

■ called  in  response  to  the  student  ar-  ■ 

■ tide  “ Listen  Up!  as  I Speak  for  My  " 

■ Community.”  a 

3)  Local  businesses  have  offered  ■ 

■ to  donate  goods  for  school  fundraisers  ■ 

■ 4)  A Local  cafe  gives  the  L.U.!  staff  * 
a a discount  on  purchases 

■ 5)  Community  members  have  vol-  ■ 

■ unteered  with  ISA  as  a direct  result  ■ 

■ of  the  Listen  Up!  project. 


Getting  Involved 

Peter  liunti 
Listen  Up!  Staff 

D.R.P.  Production  consists  of  three  10,h 
grade  students  here  at  ISA:  Diego  Macias, 
Richard  Nhui,  and  Peter  Jiunti.  We  make 
movies  about  community  services  that 
relate  to  youth.  D.R.P.  Productions  col- 
laborates with  teachers  and  organiza- 
tions such  as  Ledge. 


Student  filmmakers  Richard 
Nhul,  Diego  Macias,  and  Peter 
Jiunti  apply  for  a hefty 
SFUSD  grant 

D.R.P.  Productions  is  trying  to  put  an 
environmental  justice  documentary  to- 
gether. This  documentary  would  be  dis- 
tributed to  public  schools  here  in  San 
Francisco  and  will  be  shown  at  film  fes- 
tivals. To  make  this  documentary,  we 
have  applied  for  grants  and  used  some 
of  our  personal  money.  We  are  working 
as  a group  and  are  trying  to  make  one  of 
our  dreams  come  true.  We  want  to  be 
successful  and  we  need  to  work  hard.  We 
have  already  spent  a lot  of  time  studying 
about  environmental  justice  and  how  it 
relates  to  our  community.  We  are  ready 
to  take  it  to  the  next  level  by  making  this 
environmental  documentary  to  inspire  a 
bigger  community  of  youth  to  get  in- 
volved with  their  community. 


and  door  prizes.  Showtimes:  7 & 9:30pm 
(prizes  at  7 only).  Roxie  Cinema,  3117 
16th  Street.  Call  863-1087. 

Barrio  Banda  x T\vo  - Double  bill:  Los 
Mocosos  and  Sangano,  8pm,  $10/$  10. 
Slims,  333  11th  Street  Info  line  522-0333. 

a 

TODAY 

Shedonism  and  Vulgar  Excess  - Opening 
party  for  five  artists  with  psychosexual 
macabre  obsessions  and  a touch  of  the  sur- 
real. Music  by  Noothgrush,  Ludicra  and 
Black  Queen,  8pm,  $2.  Exhibit  runs 
through  March  24.  Balazo/Mission 
Badlands  Gallery,  2811  Mission  Street. 
Call  920-0896. 

18 

mm 

Tour  de  Cheap  - Join  the  SF  Bicycle 
Coalition  and  the  Polyester  Liberation 
Organization  for  a bicycle  tour  of  the  city ’s 
best  thrift  stores,  absolutely  free.  Meet  up 
at  the  Atlas  Cafe  at  20th  and  Alabama 
Streets  9:30am,  tour  leaves  at  10am.  Call 
701-0655.  (Rain  date  3/25). 

Bilingual  garbage  Talk  - Free  compost- 
ing workshop  conducted  by  SLUG  in 
English  and  Spanish,  1pm  to  3pm.  Alioto 
Community  Garden,  20th  and  Capp  Street. 
Call  285-7584. 

Skuls  is  gud  fer  kidz  - The  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  invites  the  public 
to  a series  of  Community  Budget 
Development  Meetings  (Catchy  title, 
huh?).  Dull  but  important  for  everybody 
that  has  kids  or  pays  taxes,  10am  to  noon, 
free.  SFUSD,  555  Franklin  Street.  Call 
241-6036. 

19  

m\>< ay 

A whole  Lotta  diverse  kinda  shakin 
goin’  on  - Community  Music  Center’s 
Pursuit  of  Excellence  Concert  showcases 
the  wide  range  of  musical  styles  taught  at 
CMC,  from  Blues  to  Baroque,  from 
Chinese  Harp  to  Jazz,  2:30pm,  free. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street.  Call  647-6015. 

Diverser  than  Thou  - Opus415  No.  5: 
Twenty  five  composers,  75  performers  and 
10  hours  of  Baroque -knockin’  boots  with 
high  tech-electro  music,  improvisational 
abandon  and  analy  notated  scores,  1 pm  to 
11pm,  $18.  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida 
Street.  Call  621-7797. 

20  

mm 

The  Organic  Dr.  Doolittle  - The  docu- 
mentary film,  Julliete  of  the  Herbs , 
explores  the  fascinating  life  of  Juliette  de 
Bairacli  Levy,  herbalist,  author,  Afghan 
Hound  breeder  and  pioneer  of  holistic  vet- 
erinary medicine.  Showtimes:  6,  8,  10pm 
$7.  Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  Street.  Call 
863-1087. 
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TUttDAY 

We  Trashed  the  WTO...  now  what?  - 
Anuradaha  Mittal  of  Food  First  and 
Divided  Planet  author  Tom  Athanasiou 
discuss  the  post  Seattle  political  landscape 
in  terms  of  the  rich  consumeristic  northern 
hemisphere  and  the  impoverished  produc- 
er southern  hemisphere  with  special 
emphasis  on  ecological  issues,  7:30pm, 
free.  Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia 
Street.  Call  282-9246. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Zap  School  - A benefit  screening  of  the 
film  Zapatista  for  the  Zapatista  schools  in 
Chiapas.  Discussion  with  the  director  fol- 
lows, 7 & 9pm  $5-10.  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2886  Mission  Street.  Call  82 1 - 
1155. 

23  

TWW 

Rasta  respins  and  more!  - DJ  Michele 
Malanca  spins  old  soul,  Jamaican  oldies 
and  African  vibes,  7:30pm,  no  cover. 
Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia  Street.  Call 
826-1199. 

24  

mm 

Mean  Streets  of  Haiti  - Lafanmi  Selavi  is 
a documentary  film  on  the  lives  of  Haitian 
street  kids  who  come  to  Lafanmi  Selavi,  a 
center  for  homeless  youth  started  by  for- 
mer president  Aristide,  7pm,  free.  Bay 
Area  Video  Coalition,  2727  Mariposa 
Street.  Call  558-2181. 

Ever  Been  Purple  Mooned?  - The  Purple 
Moon  Dance  Project  and  Women  and 
Children’s  Family  Services  presents 
Spring  Cleaning , an  evening  of  new  dance 
work  blending  east  and  west  with  hip-hop, 
improve  and  hula.  Silent  art  auction  and 
post  performance  bash,  8pm,  $10-25.  St. 
Gregory’s  Church,  500  DeHaro  Street. 
Call  552-1105. 

Hepatitis  C 101:  Intro  - Speaker,  Scott 
Davey,  discusses  what  you  can  do  about 
transmission,  testing,  symptoms  and  treat- 
ment, 6:30pm,  free.  Davis  Medical  Center, 
North  Tower  Auditorium  comer  of  Castro 
and  Duboce  Streets.  Call  587-8908. 

25  

OTIDWY 

Don’t  be  a Goose,  Go  see  some  Seuss!  - 
The  Dolphin  Tales  Story  Theater  performs 
the  good  doctor’s  environmental  classic 
The  Lorax , 1:30pm  $5-  8.  Also  plays  3/26. 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  Street.  Call 
826-5750  x2. 

Empanada-ssey  - Benefit  for  Valparaiso 
Teachers’  Chorus:  An  evening  of  pictures, 
dance,  and  song.  Baila  all  night-a  at  the 
Festival  de  la  Tirana.  Also,  La  Pefla 
Community  Chorus  performs  at  a service 
for  the  Families  of  the  Disappeared,  8pm, 
$10.  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission  Street.  Call  821-1155. 

26 


5VNDAY 

Foot-stompin’  Good  - The  Dark  Hollow 
Band  performs  bluegrass,  7:30pm  no 
cover.  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia 
Street.  Call  826-1199. 

Leading  Ladies  - Final  performance! 
Fellow  Travelers  Performance  Group  pre- 
sents Women  on  the  Edge  2000,  a festival 
of  innovative  women  choreographers. 
“This  is  not  your  kid  sisters’  dance  recital: 
tough,  obsessive,  romantic  and  interna- 
tionally know'n  choreographers  and  per- 
formers,” demonstrate  craft  and. skill  in 
shaping  the  future  of  dance  in  America, 
8pm  $15.  Program  1 runs  3/17,  18  & 19, 
program  2 runs  24,  25  & 26.  Dance 
Mission  Theater,  3316  24th  Street.  Call 
(5 10)  465-3 144  Surf  www.best.com  / ~ f t 
Pg 
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MONDAY 

Show  us  your  Johnson  - West  Coast  pre- 
miere of  Hellhounds  On  My  Trail:  The 
Afterlife  Of  Robert  Johnson.  An  all  star 
cast  of  musicians  from  Tracy  Nelson  to 
Bob  Weir  to  Joe  Louis  Walker  cover  RJ’s 
greatest  hits.  A must-see  for  Johnson  afi- 
cionados. Showtimes:  6,  8 & 10pm  $7 
Also  plays  on  3/28.  Roxie  Cinema,  3116 
16th  Street.  Call  863-1087. 

28 

mm 

There’s  no  place  like  home.  Really,  NO 
PLACE!  - Author  Pico  Iyer  (Global  Soul) 
explores  the  concept  of  home  in  a speeded- 
up,  constantly  mobile  world  where 
“Everywhere  is  made  up  of  everywhere 
else,”  7:30pm,  free.  Modem  Times  Books, 
888  Valencia  Street.  Call  2829246. 

29 

WEDNESDAY 

Barvishnikov  is  my  Co-pilot  - Foot 
fetishists  and  hoofer  fans  will  enjoy  Pilot 
31,  six  original  dance  pieces  by  emerging 
choreographers,  8pm,  $8-12.  . ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  Street  Call  863-9834. 


30  

imm 

Freeform  rotations  - DJ  Otto  Von 
Stroheim  from  Tiki  News  spins  exotica 
and  downtempo,  7:30pm  no  cover.  Radio 
Valencia,  1199  Valencia  Street  Call  826- 
1199. 

31  

mm 

Chow  down  with  the  UFW  - The  Cesar 
E.  Chavez  Breakfast  commemorates  the 
life  and  works  of  one  of  America’s  great 
labor  and  civil  rights  leaders.  8am  to 
10am  $30.  Crowne  Plaza  Union  Square, 
450  Sutter  Street.  Call  674-1884. 


ONGOiNG  THEATER 

Green  Distillation  - Original  musical 
compositions  on  the  synthesizer  by 
Andrew  Shapiro  with  original  dance  creat- 
ed and  performed  by  Nadja  Haas  and 
Cinzia  Sperou-Gloekler.  March  3,  4 & 5, 
8pm  $4-7.  Build,  483  Guerrero  Street 
Call  643-4534. 

The  Language  of  Angels  - World  premier 
of  Naomi  Iizuka’s  play  about  a brutal  mur- 
der, memory  and  unraveled  time.  Shows 
Thursdays-Sundays  through  March  13, 
8pm  $9-15.  Intersection  for  the  Arts.  446 
Valencia  Street.  Call  626-3311. 

Love  Songs  for  Reagan  Babies  - West 
Coast  premier  of  M.  Lynne  O’Connor’s 
tales  of  women  who  grew  up  during  the 
Reagan  era.  Shows  Thursday-Saturday 
through  March  11,  $12.  Theater 

Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  Street.  Call  861- 
5079. 

Opera  Double  Header  - Menotti’s  The 
Medium , about  spooky  psychic  stuff  and 


Barbers  A Hand  of  Bridge,  a 12-minute 
mini-masterpiece.  Shows  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  beginning  March  17  at  8pm  and 
Sundays  at  2pm  Goat  Hall,  400  Missouri 
Street,  $15.  Call  289-6877. 

Boxing  with  Mozart  - Explosive  contem- 
porary dancing  by  Scott  Wells  & Dancers 
choreographed  to  Mozart  and  Bach. 
Shows  March  23,  23,  25  & 31  and  April  1, 
8pm.  ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street  Call 
863-9834. 

Snake  Talk:  Urgent  Messages  from  the 
Mother  - This  play  centers  on  three 
women,  a poet'  an  immigrant  mother  and  a 
mystical  street  crone  - who  sing,  dance, 
argue,  joke  and  cajole.  Shows 
Thursdays-Sundays  through  April  2,  $20. 
A Traveling  Jewish  Theater,  470  Florida 
Street  Call  399-1809. 

The  People’s  Violin  - a non-comedic 
piece  from  Charlie  Varon  who  plays  20 
characters  in  this  father/son  self  discover)' 
work.  Shows  Thursday-  Saturday  through 
April  15.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  Street. 
Call  826-5750. 

A Little  Girl  Dreams  of  Taking  the  Veil  - 
A chamber  opera  by  Erling  Wold  based  on 
the  Max  Ernst  collage  novel.  Shows 
Wednesday-Sunday  through  March  12, 
$18.  ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street.  Call 
863-9834. 

Show  Me  Your  Arms  - Seventy -five  min- 
utes of  blistery  muiu-meaia  catnaruc  taies 
from  Shoshana  von  Blanckensee  & 
Company.  Shows  Thursday-Sunday, 
March  16-25,  8pm,  $10.  Bindlestiff 
Studios,  185  Sixth  Street  Call  821-6276. 


Free  Music  - What  scientists  are  calling 
“Ira  Marlowe,”  the  genetically-altered 
singer  composed  of  DNA  from  Tom  Waits, 
Leonard  Cohen,  Peter  Gabriel,  Elvis 
Costello  and  Tom  Lehrer,  performs  with 
guitarist  Roger  Linn  plus  special  guests. 
8pm.  Amnesia,  853  Valencia  Street. 

The  Monday  Night  Marsh  - Spoken 
word  and  performance  art  by  various  prac- 
titioners of  such.  8:30pm,  $6.  The  Marsh. 
1062  Valencia  Street.  Call  826-5750.1062 

msws 

Soc  it  to  me!  - The  Socrates  Cafe,  a philo- 
sophical discussion  group,  meets  7 to  9pm 
at  Cafe  Espresso  Bravo.  647  Valencia 
Street.  Email  socratescafe@yahoo.com. 

WOivtSWS 

Live  Rock  - 3/15  the  Inspectors.  3/22  Los 
Panocheros,  3/29  Project  Pimento. 
Showtimes.  9pm  to  midnight,  free 
Casanova’s,  527  Valencia  Street  Call  863- 
9328. 

Free  Pool  - Between  7pm  and  2am,  free 
belly-dancing  Lesson  at  9pm,  and  live 
Arabian  dance  music  at  11pm, 
Mediterranean  food  and  Henna  (tattoo) 
Garden,  $4  cover.  El  Rio  3158.  Mission 
Street.  Call  282-3325. 

TIMM 

SF  Games  - Play  Spades,  Hearts, 
Scrabble  and  Acquire  or  bring  your  ow  n 
game.  Free  & open  to  all,  7pm.  Cafe 
Commons.  3161  Mission  Street.  Call  679- 
3678. 

SATURDAYS 

Family  Story  Time  - Free  noontime  pro- 
grams include  a short  craft  activity  for  the 
entire  family.  Mission  Branch  Library',  300 
Bartlett  Street.  Call  695-5090. 
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HOMEY  reaches  out  to  the  hood 

Youth  find  their  own  voice  in  creating  a culture  of  peace 
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By  Mark  A.  Lerma 

Homies  Organizing  the  Mission  to 
Empower  Youth  (HOMEY)  is  just 
one  of  a number  of  programs  com- 
mitted to  giving  youths  an  active  role  in 
today’s  world.  HOMEY  is  a youth-run 
program  that  blends  community  activism 
with  the  cultural  and  spiritual  ideals  of 
responsibility,  family,  and  community. 
Their  goal  is  to  encourage  and  facilitate 
youth  in  taking  charge  of  their  surround- 
ings and  becoming  leaders  in  their  com- 
munity. 

Formerly  known  as  the  Community 
Peace  Initiative,  which  sprung  from  the 
Real  Alternatives  Program,  the  group  reor- 
ganized as  HOMEY  and  now  operates 
under  the  auspices  of  Mission 
Neighborhood  Centers.  Their  focus  con- 
tinues to  be  high-risk  youths:  those  affili- 
ated with  gangs  or  living  in  close  proxim- 
ity of  gang  activity. 

With  a philosophy  based  on  the  idea 
that  youth  are  products  of  society,  and  nat- 
urally influenced  by  their  environment. 
HOMEY  understands  the  negative  forces 
today’s  urban  youth  encounter.  “The  mes- 
sage these  kids  are  getting  is  that  this  is 
okay,”  says  Ethel  Newlin,  Community 
Liaison  for  St.  John’s  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  regarding  the  drug- 
dealing and  gang  affiliation.  “They  see  the 
street  as  a bathroom  and  think  that  my 
neighborhood  doesn’t  count,  therefore,  I 
don’t  count" 

HOMEY  tackles  the  ubiquitous  prob- 
lems of  street  youth  head-on  through 
youth-inspired  direct  action,  innovative 
programs,  and  peer  involvement.  Gang 

members  who  see  other  gang  members 
getting  involved  with  the  community  and 
moving  aw  ay  from  negative  street  activity 
can  be  infectious.  HOMEY  also  gives 
youth  a voice  and  an  active  role  in  society 
by  showcasing  their  talent  as  artists,  writ- 
ers and  musicians.  “The  goal  of  HOMEY 
is  to  create  youth  leaders  who  sustain  a 
culture  of  peace  that  will  improve  the  qual- 
ity of  life  for  all  Mission  District  resi- 
dents," says  Program  Coordinator  Julia 
Sabori. 

With  positive  direction  from  their 
peers  Mission  teens  are  given  a chance  to 
explore  artistic  and  meaningful  forms  of 
expression.  Instead  of  “tagging"  public 
walls  and  Muni  buses.  HOMEY  youths  are 
encouraged  to  apply  their  artistic  talents 
.toward  commissioned  murals  that  beautify 
the  neighborhood.  HOMEY  also  publishes 
and  distributes  Young  Mission  Magazine, 
which  promotes  and  highlights  aspects  of 
young  peoples’  lives  that  are  traditionally 
ignored.  The  Young  Mission  includes  a 
Rest  In  Peace  section  that  honors  those 
who  have  passed  on,  and  another  section 
that  welcomes  the  new  children  bom  to 
young  parents  and  community  organizers. 

According  to  program  staffer  Misha 
Olivas,  HOMEY  best  meets  the  needs  of 
the  teens  they  work  with  through  collabo- 
ration with  other  youth  activist  groups. 
The  Youth  Action  Network  sponsors 
monthly  meetings  between  a wide  range  of 
community  organizations,  including  Peer 
Resources  Change  Maker  Project;  Rising 
Youth  for  Social  Equality  (RYSE),  Third 
Eye  Movement,  United  Players,  and  Youth 
Making  a Change. 

The  Mission  District  las  long  been  an 
area  known  for  gang  activity,  and 
HOMEY  would  seem  to  have  their  work 
cut  out  for  them.  But  along  with  other  suc- 
cessful youth-oriented  programs  like 
Bringing  Our  Murals  Back  (BOMB),  the 


Mission  Video  Project  UJIMA  Trading 
Company,  Getting  the  Money  Workshop, 
RAP  High  School  Support,  and  Resource 
Liaison  and  Education  on  the  Juvenile 
Justice  Initiative,  they  appear  to  be  meet- 
ing the  challenge. 

Proposition  21,  authored  by  former 
governor  Pete  Wilson,  calls  for  a new  def- 
inition of  what  constitutes  “a  gang,” 
require  the  death  penalty  for  all  gang-relat- 
ed deaths,  lower  the  felony  vandalism  rate 
to  as  little  as  $400  in  damage,  and  wants  to 
try  youths  as  adults,  among  other  tilings. 

HOMEY  strongly  urges  voters  to  vote 
No’  on  Prop.  21,  believing  the  measure 
will  likely  extinguish  any  hopes  that  orga- 
nizations like  theirs  have  to  effect  positive 
change  in  the  lives  of  Mission  Youth.  Kids 
make  mistakes,  yes.  But  like  anyone,  they 
deserve  a second  chance  and  the  opportu- 
nity for  betterment. 

HOMEY  ‘s  strategy  for  working  with 
gang  members  is  exactly  that,  working 
with  them.  At  any  time  of  the  day.  you  will 
see  active  and  inactive  gang  members  in 
the  HOMEY  offices  brainstorming  on 
ways  to  improve  their  neighborhood  or 
applying  for  resources  to  improve  them- 
selves. “And  that’s  what  it  really  comes 
down  to,”  says  Sabori.  “By  the  communi- 
ty investing  in  these  youths,  the  youths 
then  invest  back  into  the  community.” 

As  it  is  often  said  in  the  HOMEY 
offices,  “it’s  a full  circle,"  says  Sabori. 
“The  more  we  take  the  time  to  listen  rather 
than  judge,  we  can  find  true  solutions  and 
violence  prevention  strategies  for  our 
community."  The  Beautification  Project, 
for  example,  is  a series  of  events  aimed  at 
cleaning-up  the  Mission  walls,  streets  and 
parks.  “This  is  one  avenue  that  HOMEY 
uses  to  involve  youths  in  projects  that  ben- 
efit their  community,”  says  Sabori. 

The  goal  of  empowering  today’s 
youth  is  a continuous  uphill  battle.  It  is  a 
difficult  duty  for  the  organization  leaders, 
but  their  approach  is  what  gives  them 
respect  and  understanding  from  their 
peers.  “We  do  not  approach  these  young 
people  as  if  they  are  clients,”  says  Sabori. 
“We  approach  them  as  partners  for  posi- 
tive cliange.” 

This  mostly  free  event  includes  three 
days  of  celebration  and  recognition  of  the 
efforts  and  hard  work  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 


HOMEY  jefa,  Julia  Sabori 

Kick-Off  Event  - Youth  Art  Exhibit 
and  Silent  Auction:  Thursday,  March  2,  at 
Cell  Space,  2050  Bryant  Street,  2pm  - 
8pm,  free. 

Youth  Film  Festival  featuring  docu- 
mental) films  by  youths  living  in  the 
Mission:  Friday,  March  3,  at  Victoria 
Theater,  2961  16th  Street,  6pm  - 8pm,  $3  - 

5. 


Brenton  Wood,  A1  Wilson  and  other  guest 
performers:  Saturday,  March  4,  at  La  Raza 
Park,  11am  - 5pm,  free.  Festivities  will 
highlight  the  positive  impact  that  San 
Francisco  youth  have  recently  made  to 
build  better  communities. 

Homies  Organizing  the  Mission  to 
Empower  Youth  (HOMEY)  is  located  at 
2730  Bryant,  between  25th  & 26th  Streets. 
For  more  information,  please  call  (415) 
920-7125. 


Community  Music  Festival  featuring 


Art  Beat 

GALLERY  & GIFTS 

3266  -21st  Street 

(off  Valencia)  643-3721  Tel/fx 


ioeSart. 
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" Uomen  Z606  " 

dedicated  to  tfewice  tf  'mq  1936-1996 

March  13  to  April  13  • Guest  Curator:  Linda  G.  Wilson- 
Artists  include:  Bernice  Bing,  Stephanie  Anne  Johnson,  Lise 
Swenson,  Yolanda  Lopez,  Nancy  Horn,  Janie  Reyes,  Michelle  Vignes, 
Mariana  Yampolsky,  Alison  Pebworth.  Music  by  Abayna  Songbird 

l^eceipt'm:  Ito&wlx  19,  4- 6pm 


Open  Tues-Thur.  11-7pm  Fri-Sat:  11-9pm  Sun-Mon:  12  noon-7pm 

Secured  public  parking  across  the  street,  MUNI.  BART,  bike  & wheelchair  accessible 
email:  artbeatsf^juno.com  Toll  free  mall  order  # 1-300- 233-5136 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

904  Valencia  Street  @ 20th 

Open  Tues.-Sun.  12-6pm,  Fri.-Sat  12-8pm 

(415)  642-3939 


Feb.  18th  to  March  31st 


Rituals  df  Self-Confession 


Paintings  & Sculptures  by 


Lopez,  jose  duinto 


Congratulations  to  our  Grammy  winner  and 
Mission  Community  supporter, 

Carlos  Santana  — We're  proud  of  you! 


Artist  Search:  Call  (415)  642-3939 
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R.Y.S.E.  - youth  work  toward  a better  community  through  art 


By  Natalie  Connelly 

According  to  community  activist 
Henry  Morales,  the  juvenile  jus- 
tice system  does  not  work,  and 
now  Proposition  21  wants  to  try  kids  as 
adults  while  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  Major  Offense  Reports  are 
showing  the  lowest  crime  statistics  in  20 
years.  In  an  effort  to  improve  conditions 
for  at-risk  youth.  Rising  Youth  for  Social 
Equity  (R.Y.S.E.)  was  founded.  The  group 
is  centered  on  youth  leadership,  advocacy, 
economic  development  and  training  and 
they  have  made  juvenile  justice  reform  a 
focal  point  of  the  program. 

R.Y.S.E.  is  campaigning  against  Prop. 
21.  The  initiative  proposes  to  change  juve- 
nile felony  law.  such  as  try  ing  youth  as 
adults,  redefining  a “gang”  as  three  people 
with  a common  affiliation,  and  ending 
confidentiality  of  juvenile  records. 
“Society  lias  created  an  environment  for 
inner  city  youth  full  of.  economic  pres- 
sures, social  isolation,  and  under-represen- 
tation. They  feel  no  love  and  support  and 
that  is  what  we  are  here  for,  to  fill  that 
void,  and  it  has  proven  to  work,”  Morales 
said.  “Crime  still  exists  but  if  we  keep 
working  as  a community  to  raise  aware- 
ness in  our  youth,  it  is  a better  solution 
than  jail.” 

The  organization  believes  that  youth- 
ful offenders  influenced  by  negativity  on 
the  street  will  make  bad  choices.  If  they 
are  tried  as  adults  and  sent  to  jail  they  will 
be  surrounded  by  hardened  criminals  who 
will  only  reinforce  the  negativity.  When 
they  are  released,  it  is  more  likely  that  they 
will  be  better  at  committing  crime  than 
leading  useful  lives. 

Morales  has  collaborated  with 
R.Y.S.E.  to  teach  youth  empowerment 
through  art.  helping  kids  voice  their  opin- 
ion and  be  positive  members  of  the 
Mission  community.  They  learn  various 
design  techniques  and  develop  their  own 
products  for  sale  at  Ujima  Trading  Co.,  a 
store  run  by  youth  that  supports  a positive 
environment  Ujima  is  a Kiswahili  word 
that  means  “collective  work  and  responsi- 
bility.” Brightly  graffiti -tagged  walls,  a 
wom-in  couch,  pool  table,  an  I-Mac,  and 
uniquely  inspired  clothing,  jewelry  and 
CDs  on  display  and  for  sale  make  the  shop 
an  ideal  youth  hang  out. 

“We  try  to  offer  unconditional  love  to 
kids  and  a place  where  they  are  accepted. 
We  teach  them  to  be  empowered  of  their 


own  lives,”  Morales  said.  “They  come 
here,  hang  out  play  pool,  and  we  won’t 
suspect  them  of  shoplifting  We  believe 
young  people  can  make  a difference,  they 
matter  in  a community  .” 

Five  years  ago  Morales'  artistic  talent 
was  chosen  for  the  Posters  for  Peace 
Project.  His  images  of  an  Aztec  warrior 
lifting  a girl  murdered  on  the  street  and  a 
beautiful  woman  surrounded  by  roses 
were  plastered  throughout  the  city.  Later 
he  began  applying  his  poster  printing  skills 
to  T-shirts  and  hats  Now.  at  age  21  he  is 
teaching  other  kids  the  craft. 

Julia  Sabori,  a supporter  of  youth 
entrepreneurs,  recognized  Morales’  skills 
early  on  and  introduced  him  to  R.Y.S.E. 
“She  feels  and  needs  to  work  with  youth, 
with  the  kids  nobody  wants  to  work  with. 
We  have  a similar  vision,"  Morales  said. 

Currently  R.Y.S.E.  is  struggling  to 
secure  outside  funding.  The  groups’  only 
revenue  comes  from  Ujima  sales,  which 
isn’t  enough  “We  hope  to  create  unre- 
stricted funds  for  youth  to  get  the  tools 
they  need,  help  them  find  jobs,  and  offer 
other  services,”  Morales  said,  adding  that 
“The  most  fulfilling  part  of  this  job  is 
watching  the  youth  become  empowered.” 

Morales  can  see  great  potential  in  the 
youth  that  he  encounters.  He  offers  them 
various  ways  to  express  their  talents  and 
their  voices.  Currently,  he  is  working  on 
finding  another  location  for  a mural.  He 
believes  that  creating  murals  is  empower- 
ing because  they  are  done  for  the  neigh- 
borhood by  the  neighborhood.  R.Y.S.E. 
has  done  murals  at  25th  and  Mission 
Streets,  2730  Bryant  Street,  and  collabo- 
rated on  another  with  HOMEY.  at  24th 
and  Capp  Street 

“l  am  a revolutionary,  not  the  kind 
that  wants  to  shoot  the  president,  but  I 
believe  that  if  we  keep  helping  our  youth 
and  elders,  eventually  the  good  will 
come,”  Morales  said.  “We  are  laying  steps 
for  the  future.  If  the  kids  we  help  seem  a 
problem  to  society  it  is  because  of  the 
environment  they  grew  up  in  -which  soci- 
ety created  for  them.  Instead  of  sending 
them  to  jail  we  are  offering  an  alternative.” 

The  Ujima  Trading  Co.  is  located  at 
3486-B  Mission  St.  Store  hours  are 
Tuesday  through  Saturday  from  2pm  to 
8pm.  R.YS.E  and  Ujima  Trading  Co. 
would  greatly  appreciate  donations  of  sup- 
plies, equipment,  and  cash  gifts.  For  more 
information  please  call  (415)  647-1471. 
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COMMUNITY  / MUSIC  CENTER 


LEARN  TO  MAKE  MUSIC ! 

BAROQUE  • BLUES  • CHINESE  MUSIC  • CLASSICAL 
FOLK  • GOSPEL  • JAZZ  • LATIN  AMERICAN  • ROCK 
NEW:  MUSIC  THERAPY  FOR  CHILDREN,  ADOLESCENT  AND  ADULTS  WITH  SPECIAL  NEEDS 

PRIVATE  LESSONS  IN  29  INSTRUMENTS  • THEORY  CLASSES  • PERFORMING  ENSEMBLES 
ALL  AGES  & SKILL  LEVELS  • FEES  ON  SLIDING  SCALE 

SPRING  REGISTRATION  MARCH  31  & APRIL  1 


Community  Music  Center 

544  Capp  Street 

San  Francisco  CA  94110 

415  647  6015 


CALL 

FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 
AND  A FREE  CATALOG 
www.sfmusic.org 


Richmond  District  Branch 
741  30th  Avenue 
San  Francisco  CA  94121 

415  221  4515 
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Home  of  enterprising  youth.  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1 1am  to  10  pm 

• • • • 285-5200 


Covamjbias 


TIk.  r osa  an  d Miq  uel  CovarruLias  Collect  ion 

1 lirouqli  April  33rd 

The  Mexican  Museum  commences  ils  25th  Anniversary  Year  with  the  First  ever 
public  showing  of  its  Rosa  and  Miguel  Covarrubias  Collection  - a Fitting  tribute 
to  his  genius,  her  discerning  eye,  and  their  shared  passion  for  Mexican  art. 


THE  MEXICAN”  MUSEUM 

Fort  Mason  Center,  Bldg.  D • San  Francisco  • 415.202.9700 
Galleries  & La  Tienda  Open  Wed  - Sun,  Ham  - 5pm 
S4  Gen.  • $3  students  & seniors 


El  Mundo  de 
Rosa  Covarrubias 

Covarrubias  biographer  and 
friend,  Adriana  Williams  will 
present  an  engaging  slide 
presentation  on  the  life  and 
art  of  Rosa  Covarrubias. 
Tuesday,  March  14,  2000  • 7pm 
Verba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts 
Screening  Room 
55  Gcn,/S3  Members, 

Seniors  & Students 


The  Art  of  Native 
Mexican  Cuisine 

Join  chef  Agustin  Gaytan  for 
a cooking  demonstration  and 
learn  about  the  customs  and 
beliefs  that  arc  part  of  the 
cooking  traditions  of 
pre-conquest  and  contemporary 
Mexico. 

Sunday,  March  19,  2000  • I pm 
Tort  Mason  Center 
Bldg.  C,  Room  370 
FREE  Admission 


18  MARCH.  2000 


New  Mission  News 


Face  It,  Your  Gym  Sucks 


One 


Week 


> FREE 


333  VALENCIA  ST.  (NEAR  I4TH  stj 

62b-83fc0  OR  WWVAlENQASTREETMOSOE.COM 


•LOCAL  RESIDENTS 
ONLY 

Offer  expires  4/1/00 


energy 


vitality 


balance 


flow 


1364  Valencia  St. 

| San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


acupuncture 
~ yr.va.  herbal  medicine 


Tel:  (4 15)648-3327 
Fax:(415)648-3171 


50*  health  counseling 

l.-i-  ft  a unique  blend  of  East  with  west 


PATMAYO,  ms, lac 

1364  Valencia  SarT  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  970-1064 

patmayo@aol.com 


Medicine 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 


Aztlan  Underground  at  Cell  Space  Photo  by  Jimi  Malo 


Aztlan  Underground:  Sub- Verses  of  Resistance 


There  is  a massive  politically  con- 
scious music  scene  growing  and 
expanding  in  the  land  known  to 
Xicanos  as  Aztlan.  Throughout  history 
music  has  played  a very  important  role  in 
bringing  people  together  and  reaffirming 
popular  movements  of  liberation  and  civil 
rights.  There  are  conscious  artists  out  there 
kicking  knowledge  in  the  backdrop  of  a 
growing  cultural  resistance.  At  the  fore- 
front of  this  movement  is  the  veteran  hip- 
hop/hard-rock  band  Aztlan  Underground. 

Integrating  the  past,  present  and 
future;  English  and  Spanish  to  Nahuatl, 
and  rooted  in  the  indigenous  sounds  and 
wisdom  of  the  Mexica,  Aztlan 
Underground  is  keeping  alive  a culture 
enmeshed  in  pride  and  a tradition  of  revo- 
lutionary resistance. 

With  the  help  of  many  artists,  includ- 
ing San  Francisco  Filmmaker  Pepe 
Urquijo,  Aztlan  Underground  has  put 
together  a collective/record  label  known  as 
Xicano  Records  and  Film  (XRF)  which 
helps  other  artists  produce  and  distribute 
their  CD’s.  Some  of  their  current  releases 
include  East  LA’s  Kalpulli  and  Quinto  Sol. 
“One  of  our  goals  is  to  develop  Xicano 
Records  and  Film,”  says  Bulldog,  one  of 
two  lyricist/MC’s  in  the  band,  “we  want  to 
have  something  solid  that  new  and  upcom- 
ing artists  can  put  their  music  out  on.” 

XRF  is  strongly  influenced  by  the 
Zapatista  movement  that  supports  the  use 
of  art  as  a weapon  and  are  therefore 
putting  all  their  efforts  into  organizing 
conscious  artists.  “We  want  to  put  them 
out,  get  their  message  heard”  says  lyri- 
cist/MC  Yaotl,  “If  we  can’t  organize  our- 
selves as  artists  how  can  we  ever  view  a 
revolution  taking  place?” 


Aztlan  Underground  currendy  pro- 
ducing an  XRF  compilation  for  the 
Indigenous  Peace  and  Dignity  Run  2000 
that  will  begin  this  summer  with  delega- 
tions of  runners  setting  out  from  Canada 
and  ending  in  Mexico.  Set  to  be  released 
March  11,  the  compilation  will  include  a 
total  of  15  tracks  by  15  different  political- 
ly conscious  artists.  All  the  proceeds  will 
go  to  benefit  the  Run. 

Besides  supporting  positive  endeavors 
like  the  Indigenous  Peace  and  Dignity 
Run,  the  band  believes  in  responding  to 
negative  attacks  like  Proposition  21,  which 
will  be  voted  on  March  7 because  it 
spawns  consciousness  and  activism.  “We 
use  the  medium  of  music  to  spread  a mes- 
sage of  truth  and  affirmation”  say  Yaotl. 
The  political  consciousness  of  the  band 
wouldn’t  be  where  it’s  at  if  it  wasn’t  for  the 
consciousness  raising  through  music  they 
have  experienced,  “because  it  proved 
effective  for  us”  he  adds,  “we  view  it  as 
effective  for  other  people  ’’ 

In  February  the  group  felt  honored  in 
returning  to  the  Mission  to  make  their 
artistic  contribution  to  the  fight  against 
gentrtfication.  “It’s  beautiful  - the  love  we 
get  from  the  Mission”  says  Bulldog.  The 
Mission  has  become  like  a second  home 
for  the  band.  Aztlan  Underground  is  cur- 
rently producing  new  material  for  an 
upcoming  album  which  they  plan  to 
release  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Their  current 
CD  Sub-Verses  can  be  found  at  Musica 
Latina,  2653  Mission  St. 

Contact  Aztlan  Underground  by  email  at 
aztlanug@gte.net,  or  go  to  their  website  at 
ww  w.  aztlanunderground.  com/intro.htm 
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My  Street 

I would  like  to  tell  the  story  of  my  Capp 
Street.  The  story  of  a woman’s  Capp 
Street,  and  a mother’s  Capp  Street. 

And  I’m  not  talking  about  the  Capp 
Street  between  23rd  and  24th,  green  and 
wide  Nor  am  I talking  about  Capp 
between  19th  and  20th,  with  a park  fought 
for  by  neighbors  where  you  can  smell  the 
earth  on  a rainy  day.  I am  talking  about 
Capp  between  16th  and  17th.  That’s  the 
block  of  Capp  Street  I live  on. 

This  part  of  Capp  Street  is  heavily 
industrial,  with  a body  shop,  an  auto  and 
motorcycle  repair  shop  and  at  least  three 


Chinese  sewing  sweatshops  It  is  the  Capp 
Street  where  if  you  are  a woman,  any 
woman,  walking  down  the  street  at  any 
time  of  night  or  day.  it  is  guaranteed  Johns 
will  proposition  you.  The  johns,  if  they 
pass  you  on  the  street,  will  look  at  you 
long  and  hard  with  the  hunger  of  deep 
loneliness  that  will  freeze  your  soul  It  is 
the  kind  of  look  you  do  not  want  to  see. 
You  do  not  want  to  know  the  pain  of  their 
lives. 

This  is  the  Capp  Street  from  where  26 
prostitutes  in  the  last  two  years  were 
picked  up  and  murdered  But  this  is  not  the 
part  of  my  Capp  Street  that  I want  to  talk 
about  now.  Now,  I want  to  talk  about  hope 
on  Capp  Street,  about  the  humanity  on 
Capp  Street 
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Santiago 

There’s  an  auto  body  shop  on  my 
street;  Santiago’s  Body  Shop. 
Santiago  is  Latino,  white-haired,  a 
little  paunchy  and  has  a gift  for  gab.  Bom 
in  Mexico,  he  came  to  this  country  35 
years  ago.  He  started  working  two  jobs, 
one  in  a restaurant  during  the  day  and  one 
as  a guard  at  night,  so  he  could  afford  a 
beautiful  car.  He  had  to  stop  driving  the 
car  though,  because  he  was  so  tired  from 
working  two  jobs  and  fell  asleep  at  tire 
wheel  so  often  he  almost  killed  himself. 

Neighbors  feel  comfortable  stopping 
by  his  shop  to  chitchat  or  gossip.  If  you  ask 


An  Incident 

It  was  a rainy  Sunday  morning  on  Capp 
Street  in  March,  8:00  am.  There  was  no 
green  on  the  street,  Dirty  gray  was  the 
dominant  feeling.  We  heand  screaming  in 
the  street,  unusual  only  by  the  time  of  day, 
not  by  occurrence.  We  ran  to  our  window  s 
to  see  a man  and  a woman  mugging  a 
small,  thin  prostitute.  They  wanted  her 
money,  all  $10  of  it.  We  screamed  through 
the  door  gratings  “We  are  going  to  call  the 
cops!  - We  called  the  cops!  - The  cops  are 


Santiago  for  directions,  you  will  probably 
be  there  15  minutes  later,  hearing  about  his 
life,  the  neighborhood,  or  anything  you 
want  to  talk  about.  Last  week  someone 
came  by  the  shop  with  a pit  bull  for  sale.  A 
pit  bull  they  said  they  had  raised  since  a 
pup.  A sweet-tempered  pit  bull  they  could- 
n't afford  to  keep  anymore,  and  all  they 
wanted  was  $50. 

Santiago  knew  the  dog  was  being  sold 
for  drug  money  -so  he  bought  the  dog,  not 
because  he  needed  one.  He  just  wanted  to 
save  it  from  the  fate  of  being  sold  to  some- 
one who  would  abuse  it  or  train  it  for  fight- 
ing. He  called  the  SPCA  and  within  three 
hours  the  dog’s  owner  was  found.  The 
owner’s  car  had  been  broken  into  earlier 
that  day.  and  their  dog  had  been  stolen. 


coming  right  now!” 

They  just  kept  beating  on  her.  I was  so 
mad;  I wanted  to  go  outside  to  kick  their 
butts.  I hate  bullies!  But  I thought  twice; 
“What  if  they  have  a knife,  or  a gun?"  I 
have  a son  to  provide  for,  so  I just  called 
the  cops.  By  that  time,  many  curious 
neighbors  were  sticking  heads  out  win- 
dows. 

Finally,  the  two  muggers  got  the  $10 
from  the  prostitute.  In  the  end,  she  was 
soaking  wet  without  a dime  to  her  name 
So  my  landlady  gave  her  $10  About  an 
hour  later  the  cops  came. 


The  Tree 

My  landlady,  a single  mom  with 
three  grown  kids,  lives  on  my 
Capp  Street.  She  has  been  there 
25  years,  has  raised  her  kids  there,  and  has 
had  her  own  hopes  and  dreams  fulfilled  or 
denied  on  Capp  Street.  Her  dreams  were  of 
cleanliness,  of  light,  of  green  and  the  beau- 
ty and  quiet  of  the  country.  When  she  first 
came  to  our  building,  there  were  old  cars 
and  a lot  of  garbage  in  the  small  cement- 
covered  back  yard.  She  cleaned  it  up,  kept 
it  clean  and  put  some  of  her  own  plants 
there,  in  pots.  Twenty  years'ago,  she  spot- 


ted an  avocado  pit  and  planted  it  in  that 
back  yard. 

Now,  20  years  later  it  has  grow  n to  be 
a flowering  tree  three-stones  tall,  with 
clouds  of  birds  and  insects  hovering  over 
and  singing  in  it.  When  the  tree  rustles  in 
the  wind  it  somehow  soothes  your  soul  It 
makes  you  know'  that  if  there  is  a god.  she 
is  good,  and  if  there  is  no  god,  there  defi- 
nitely is  a spirit  of  that  tree,  and  it  is  filled 
with  goodness;  it  emanates  goodness  like  a 
child’s  smile.  And  I am  thankful  for  that  I 
haven’t  told  my  landlady  that,  but  I am 
thankful,  and  I know  all  the  neighbors  are 
also  thankful  for  that  tree 
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Family  Owned  & Operated  Since  1918 
The  Original 

DUGGANS® 
FUNERAL  SERVICE 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

We  make  life  easier  because  we  care  about  your  wishes. 

• We  are  trained  professionals,  registered  and  licensed 
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Free  Off-Street  Parking  accommodating  the  largest  services. 
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Assault  on  the  First  Amendment 


By  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

City  government  is  conducting  a full 
frontal  assault  on  the  First 
Amendment. 

In  recently  proffered  guidelines  put 
out  by  the  SF  Department  of  Public  Works, 
all  monthly  publications,  including  neigh- 
borhood newspapers,  will  have  to  fight  by 
lottery  to  get  into  newsracks  being  put  in 
by  DPW.  Daily  and  weekly  publications 
will  get  first  crack  at  all  of  the  pedmount 
news  boxes  being  installed  throughout  the 
city. 

Someone  like  Gordon  Reynolds,  who 
publishes  the  SF  Downtown  magazine, 
wouldn't  have  a shot  at  getting  decent  dis- 
tribution locations  in  the  Downtown  area. 
And  in  an  area  where  you  live  and  die  by 
street  locations,  it  could  be  a death  knell. 

But  how  did  we  get  to  this  ludicrous 
situation?  In  typical  San  Francisco  fash- 
ion, of  course. 

Step  1 A neighborhood  group  in  the 
Marina  District  and  a couple  of  Downtown 
groups,  including  SF  Beautiful,  decides 
unsightly  newsracks  are  a problem. 

Step  2:  San  Francisco  Supervisors 
Barbara  Kaufman  and  Mabel  Teng  intro- 
duce. and  passes,  legislation  that  will  ban 
newsracks  in  the  entire  city,  beginning  in 
the  busiest  areas;  Combine  paid  daily  and 
free  weekly  publications  into  the  same  cat- 
egory for  the  purposes  of  allocating  news- 
rack  space.  A Request  for  Proposals  goes 
out  calling  for  a vendor  to  install  up  to 
1 ,000,  multi-unit  pedmounts  to  replace  the 
city's  estimated  10,000  freestanding  news- 
racks. 

Step  3:  The  Department  of  Public 
Works,  under  the  direction  and  advice  of 
Director  Mark  Primeau  and  city  attorney 
staffer  Wayne  Snodgrass,  creates  guide- 
lines that  are  supposed  to  reflect  the  intent 
of  the  legislation  and  the  concerns  of  a 
newsrack  committee  set  up  to  help  imple- 
ment the  program. 

Step  4:  Draft  guidelines,  39  pages  of 
legalese  with  special  provisions  that  screw 
monthly  publications,  and  give  the  guide- 
lines to  the  nearly  powerless  Newsrack 
Advisory  Committee  and  tire  public  just 
days  before  the  committee's  Feb.  17  meet- 
ing. Then  schedule  an  early  March  6 pub- 
lic hearing  to  expedite  the  guideline’s 
approval. 

Step  5:  (Upcoming)  The  director  of 
DPW  authorizes  Adshell,  the  firm  that  will 
install  and  maintain  the  equipment,  to 
begin  the  process  of  putting  them  in 
throughout  the  city. 

Step  6:  (Upcoming)  Monthly  publica- 
tions have  to  file  an  expensive  lawsuit 
against  the  city  to  fight  for  their  right  to 
publish  and  distribute  in  San  Francisco. 


LUNACY  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  AVOIDED 

The  lunacy  of  the  newsrack  situation  could 
have  been  avoided  with  a veiy  simple 
solution,  one  that  has  been  used  in  almost 
every  other  city  in  the  country  where 
newsracks  have  been  regulated  - “histori- 
cal precedent.’’ 

If  a publisher  has  a spot  on  the  street 
now,  he  or  she  should  get  one  in  the  ped- 
mount rack  being  installed.  That’s  it. 
That's  the  way  it  was  done  in  Berkeley, 
Palo  Alto  and  Chicago.  Guarantee  a spot 
for  those  that  need  to  distribute  their  pub- 
lications and  then  give  additional  spots  to 
the  daily  and  weekly  newspapers. 


In  fact,  DPW  started  the  process  of 
conducting  a block-by -block  survey  of  the 
racks  currently  on  the  streets  that  could  be 
used  for  such  a purpose. 


Guest 

Opinion 


But  a simple  solution  does  nothing  to 
promote  work  for  attorneys  and  lobbyists, 
thus  the  creation  of  the  city’s  newsrack 
ordinance,  the  only  one  in  the  United 
States  of  America  that  covers  an  entire 
city. 

The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors  should 
reopen  the  newsrack  ordinance  and  pro- 
vide for  “historical  precedent.”  Then  we 
can  protect  everyone’s  interest  and  not 
make  a mockery  of  the  First  Amendment. 

One  serious  flaw  in  the  newsrack  leg- 
islation passed  by  the  supervisors  is  a pro- 
vision that  all  publications  pay  a $30  year- 
ly fee  to  have  a distribution  location  in  a 
pedmount. 

The  fee  appears  one  way  when  con- 
sidering free  publications  and  another  for 
publications  that  charge  for  their  product, 
like  daily  newspapers  and  pornographic 
magazines. 

Because  these  publications  get  the 
coin-operated  mechanisms  as  part  of  their 
“permit”  agreement,  they  are  saving  vast 
sums  of  money  over  a vending  machine 
that  costs  more  than  $300.  Plus  they  do  not 
have  to  pay  for  any  maintenance  or  repairs 
to  the  units.  These  publications,  including 
the  Chronicle  and  Examiner,  are  basically 
getting  a free  ride  - if  you’re  getting  them 
for  near  free  why  not  be  in  every  location 
possible. 

Another  problem  with  the  ordinance 
is  the  fact  that  it  clamps  down  on  the  “mar- 
ketplace of  ideas”  and  makes  it  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  get  good  distribution 
locations  once  the  city’s  pedmount  pro- 
gram is  in  place. 

Newsrack  Advisory  Committee  mem- 
ber Alex  Popovich  recently  conducted  a 
survey  showing  there  to  be  37  daily  and 
weekly  publications  and  74  other  publica- 
tions distributed  in  newsracks  in  San 
Francisco.  Another  67  free  publications 
are  distributed  through  means  other  than 
newsracks. 

If  these  guidelines  pass,  you  can 
expect  to  see  a lot  more  of  the  nation’s 
daily  newspapers  for  sale  in  the  city,  along 
with  many  free  publications  yon  have 
never  seen  before. 

But,  if  your  neighborhood  newspaper, 
or  any  of  the  other  diverse  publications 
that  contribute  to  our  quality  of  life  and 
participation  in  this  great  democracy,  is  no 
longer  available,  you’ll  know  why.  The 
treatment  for  a non-defined  problem  is 
going  to  maim  or  kill  local  publications. 

Please  voice  your  opinion  on  this 
important  issue  by  calling  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  at  (415)  554-6141  or  Supervisor 
Barbara  Kaufman  at  (415)  554-4880.  As 
well,  the  public  can  voice  its  concerns  at  a 
special  public  hearing  on  the  newsrack 
guidelines  that  was  scheduled  at  the  last 
moment  It  will  held  on  Monday,  March  6, 
at  City  Hall  in  Room  408,  at  5:30  pm. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  publisher  of  the 
Richmond  ReView  and  Sunset  Beacon 
newspapers  and  a member  of  the  SF 
Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association,  a 
group  of  13  San  Francisco  neighborhood 
newspapers. 
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Building  Boon 

Editor, 

As  a former  Mission  District  resident 
and  one  who  has  designed  and  planned  the 
renovation  of  several  buildings  in  the 
Mission,  I observe  the  building  boom  as 
discussed  in  your  February  2000  cover 
articles  with  great  interest. 

The  socio-economic  impact  of  sub- 
stantial commercial  development,  is  a pri- 
mary concern  in  a residential  neighbor- 
hood such  as  the  Mission,  which  has 
unique,  and  in  some  ways  fragile  qualities. 
The  two  primary  areas  for  concern  are 
drastically  increased  demands  for  parking, 
and  the  destruction  of  housing.  Both  prob- 
lems can  be  created  by  the  construction  of 
large  office  projects  as  presently  con- 
ceived. 

During  the  early  90 ’s  in  the 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia  neighbor- 
hood of  East  Mount  Pleasant,  which  is  an 
area  very  similar  to  the  North  Mission, 
there  was  a sudden  explosion  of  live/work 
loft  development  which  added  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  square  feet  of  buildings  into  a 
relatively  small  area.  In  this  instance 
live/work  space  had  a positive  impact  by 
introducing  several  thousand  creative, 
entrepreneurial  people  into  an  area  which 
had  a struggling  retail  environment  and 
poor  economic  prospects  in  general.  The 
parking  issue  was  managed  by  the  strict 
requirement  of  one  parking  space  per  unit, 
usually  placed  in  multilevel  underground 
parking. 

In  my  estimation  it  is  more  beneficial 
to  encourage  live/work  and  commercial 
infill  and  to  discourage  mega-office  pro- 
jects. And  in  the  case  of  the  NEM1Z  per- 
haps a new  specific  zoning  designation 
created  with  input  and  coordination  with 
resident's  groups  is  an  idea  that  could  be 
revisited.  “Dot  com”  development  is  good, 
what  is  important  is  to  design  zoning  codes 
that  encourage  it  to  happen  within  a 
win/win  context 

William  Summers 


Editor, 

I think  it  is  a sign  of  how  entrenched 
the  suburban  ideal  is  in  American  culture 
that  it  shows  up  even  in  the  thinking  of 
people  here  in  the  Mission  District  I take 
as  an  example  Judy  West’s  article  Building 
Boom  (NMN  Mar  2000). 

From  the  talk  about  how  important 
off-street  parking  is,  and  how  evil  density 
is,  you’d  think  we  were  reading  about  the 
concerns  of  a homeowners  group  in  Los 
Altos. 

In  my  observation  mainly  homeown- 
ers, not  renters,  drive  the  not-in-my -back- 
yard opposition  to  increased  density. 
Moreover,  it  doesn’t  help  address  the  prob- 
lem of  the  lack  of  affordable  housing  but 
makes  the  solution  more  difficult. 

The  problem  with  the  various  condo 
and  loft  projects  is  not  that  they  increase 
density  but  that  they  are  not  affordable  to 
the  city’s  long-time  working  class  resi- 
dents. 

Just  relying  on  loft  bans  or  rent  con- 
trol will  not  solve  this  problem.  1 believe 
there  will  be  no  solution  short  of  a major 
tax-supported  program  organized  by  the 
city,  to  buy  up  land  and  augment  the  sup- 
ply of  housing,  at,  prices  that  are  afford- 
able. This  need  not  take  the  form  of  city- 
run  public  housing.  The  buildings  can  be 
leased  to  resident  cooperatives.  But  the 
city  needs  to  take  as  much  of  its  terrain  out 
of  speculative  bidding  as  it  can,  and 
increase  the  level  of  community  owner- 
ship. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Just  buying  existing  buildings  is  a 
good  start  but  is  not  likely  to  be  adequate 
if  it  doesn’t  augment  the  supply.  This  fail- 
ure to  deal  with  the  issue  of  supply  is  pre- 
cisely the  defect  of  the  reliance  on  rent 
control  as  a protection  for  renters. 

There  are  numerous  nondescript  one- 
story  buildings  along  Mission  Street  and 
other  main  transit  corridors  that  could  be 
knocked  down  and  replaced  with  four  to 
six-story  buildings  with  apartments  over 
ground  floor  services  and  retail.  I’m  not 
talking  Manhattan-style  high-rises  but 
buildings  not  of  a height  radically  different 
than  many  existing  buildings  in  the 
Missioa 

Proximity  to  BART  is  precisely  where 
density  should  be  concentrated  because  it 
maximizes  the  number  of  residents  who 
can  make  use  of  that  expensive  transit 
infrastructure. 

The  same  would  be  true  if  Muni 
builds  subways  along  the  Geary  and  3rd 
Street  corridors,  as  proposed.  This  pro- 
vides a good  opportunity  to  develop  the 
areas  around  the  stations  as  denser,  mixed- 
use  areas. 

On  the  other  hand,  building  parking 
garages,  or  other  large  concentrations  of 
off-street  parking,  is  exactly  what  the 
Mission  does  not  need,  because  it  would 
be  destructive  to  its  character  as  a pedes- 
trian-oriented place. 

Off-street  parking  is  a subsidy  and 
inducement  to  driving  cars.  If  we  follow 
out  the  logic  of  the  suggestion  of  parking 
garages  around  16th  and  Mission,  why  not 
suggest  having  off-street  parking  around 
every  store?  Isn’t  that  the  logic  of  parking 
requirements?  In  short,  why  not  rebuild 
San  Francisco  in  the  image  of  Pleasanton? 

To  see  the  destructive  effects  of  large 
concentrations  of  off-street  parking,  all 
you  have  to  do  is  take  a look  at  the  horrid 
traffic  gridlock  around  the  “big  box” 
Potrero  Center.  This  massive  two-story 
parking  garage  acts  as  a gigantic  auto 
sump  attracting  people  in  cars  from  miles 
around,  inundating  the  northeast  Mission 
with  traffic.  This  is  of  course  exactly  what 
the  big  box  retailing  strategy  is  based  on 
The  chains  are  attracted  precisely  by  the 
promise  of  high  volume. 

But  this  means  it  also  undermines  the 
pedestrian-oriented  traditional  commercial 
centers,  like  Mission  Street,  and  induces 
more  driving  and  higher  rates  of  car  own- 
ership. 


Inducing  more  driving  means  more 
pollution  and  more  dangerous  streets. 

At  present  78%  of  the  renter  house- 
holds in  the  Mission  do  not  own  cars.  So 
whose  interests  would  be  served  by  adding 
massive  off-street  parking? 


tenants  be  required  to  offer  parking  cash- 
outs for  tenants  who  don’t  own  cars  (i.e. 
lowering  their  rent  by  an  amount  equal  to 
the  per  unit  cost  of  the  parking).  Why 
should  those  who  don’t  own  cars  (one 
third  of  the  city’s  households)  subsidize 
those  who  dc? 


The  city  ’s  present  off-street  parking 
requirement  for  residential  building  is 
itself  one  of  the  contributing  causes  to  the 
lack  of  affordable  housing  because  the 
space  that  must  be  provided  for  the  autos  is 
a cost,  and  thus  raises  the  per-unit  costs  of 
construction 

I suggest  a different  tack.  I suggest, 
first,  that  the  city’s  parking  requirements 
be  completely  done  away  with.  Let’s  take 
“Transit  first”  seriously  and  end  the  sub- 
sidy to  cars. 

Second,  I suggest  that  all  landlords 
that  currently  provide  free  parking  to  their 


As  a northeast  Mission  resident,  I 
regard  the  proposal  of  the  Northeast 
Mission  Working  Committee  for  a parking 
garage  over  the  Muni  bus  yard  as  going  in 
the  wrong  direction.  All  this  will  do  is  gen- 
erate even  more  traffic  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. What  we  need  to  do  instead  is  to 
work  towards  better  transit  infrastructure 
in  San  Francisco,  such  as  bus  signal  prior- 
ity, bus  lanes,  low-floor  buses,  light  rail 
subways,  and  better  facilities  for  walking 
and  bicycling.  We  don’t  need  to  feed  the 
auto  addiction.  Tom  Wetzel 

Continued  on  page  22 


Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center... 
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comprehensive 
health  care  for  women. 

including  , fertility  issues,  pms, 
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Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center 
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San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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Response  to  Camaval  letters 

Editor, 

Following  please  find  MECA’s 
response  to  the  recent  article  you  printed 
on  Camaval  SF. 

There  are  inaccuracies  in  the  letter 
from  Ms.  Collins  ( NMN  Feb  2000),  which 
I would  like  address  point  by  point: 

1)  The  VIP  Party  kick-off  has  always 
provided  media  kits  for  those  interested  in 
receiving  one.  In  1999  we  hired  a very 
well  known  and  skilled  publicist.  Tricia 
James,  who  contacted  and  captured  a lot  of 
media  attention. 

It  stneked  (sic)  me  as  strange  how  Ms. 
Collins  gauges  lack  of  media  coverage 
without  inquiring  on  how  many  articles 
came  out  regarding  this  event. 

2)  The  statement  about  “The  current 
leaders  at  MECA  clearly  do  not  appreciate 
the  multicultural  aspects  of  Camaval  SF' 
is  false.  MECA’s  staff  is  very  diverse,  both 
ethnically  and  racially,  and  with  that 
comes  a respect  and  appreciation  of  other 
cultures’  music  and  art.  The  authors'  sug- 
gestion that  we  at  MECA  do  not  appreci- 
ate the  multicultural  aspect  of  Camaval  is 
belied  by  the  fact  that  MECA  is  multicul- 
tural. 

In  reference  to  our  stage  line  up,  I am 
wondering  if  the  author  has  even  attended 
the  festival  portion,  because  our  talent  has 
always  been  diverse.  In  1999  we  had 
groups  like  Vrvendo  de  Pao,  Akimbo, 
Senegal  Dance  Group,  Foga  Na  Ropa, 
Hedzoleh  Soundz,  and  Miles  Pena.  In  fact, 
if  you  review'  past  years,  the  line-ups  have 
most  certainly  been  diverse  musically. 

3)  We  have  never  held  any  group  to 
the  deadline  date.  No  veteran  group  lias 
ever  been  excluded  from  the  parade 
because  of  not  meeting  the  deadline. 

4)  Ms.  Collins’  husband,  Chris 
Collins,  sits  on  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers  Board  and  knows  very  well  that 
MNC  has  over  the  years  received  thou- 
sands from  each  Camaval  production, 
even  though  MNC  shares  none  of  the  risk 
in  producing  this  event.  Mr.  Collins  has 
never  suggested  or  recommended  to  his 
Board  that  those  monies  be  used  for  the 
contingents. 

MECA  has  always  felt  strongly  about 
assisting  monetarily  contingents  (sic),  in 
1999  MECA  re  instituted  its  contingent 
fund  and  as  money  comes  in  it  has  been 
dispersing  (sic)  out. 

5)  MECA  has  provided  three  floats 
including  a sound  system  for  three  contin- 
gents every  year  at  a loss  of  approximate- 
ly $7,500.  These  are  monies  MECA  raises. 

6)  Ms.  Collins’  statement  on  money 
for  promotion  again  shows  that  the  author 
did  not  check  her  facts.  The  truth  is  we 
hired  Ms.  James  who  ran  a very  effective 
promotional  campaign.  Radio  and  BART 
were  sponsors  of  this  event,  who  along 
with  many  other  media  outlets  publicized 
this  event.  The  author  obviously  has  no 
concept  of  what  it  takes  to  obtain  sponsor- 
ship or  she  would  not  make  such  an  absurd 
comment. 

The  individuals  whom  this  letter  rep- 
resents continuously  and  unfairly  work  at 
sabotaging  and  giving  a negative  impres- 
sion of  this  event  for  their  own  purposes.  I 
would  challenge  them  openly  and  person- 
ally discuss  these  issues,  instead  of  using 
other  individuals,  groups  and  newspapers 
that  do  not  check  out  the  facts. 

To  clarify  some  other  misinformation, 
Mr.  Aceituno  and  Mr.  Seon  know  that  they 
were  not  the  original  founders  of  Camaval 
SF,  and  so  does  Mr.  Collins,  so  we  would 


like  to  refresh  everyone  s memory  that 
those  individuals  were  Marcus  Gordon, 
Adela  Chu,  and  Pam  Minor. 

Finally,  we  would  like  to  encourage 
anyone  making  statements  or  giving  infor- 
mation out  to  the  public  that  they  thor- 
oughly check  out  the  facts  so  that  misin- 
formation won’t  be  given  out  and  we 
would  hope  that  any  newspaper  printing 
this  misinformation  also  do  their  journalist 
duty  and  make  sure  to  investigate  both 


sides  of  the  story-. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia  Aguayo 
Executive  Director,  MECA 


Who’s  Who  and  Whars  What 

Editor, 

On  March  7,  San  Franciscans  will  be 
voting  on  many  important  national,  state 
and  local  issues  and  races.  Unfortunately 
one  race  many  voters  may  overlook  is  that 
for  the  Democratic  Central  Committee 
(DCCC). 

The  DCCC  is  the  governing  body  for 
the  local  Democratic  Party.  It  sets  party 
goals,  does  voter  outreach,  and  endorses 
and  supports  various  candidates  and 
issues.  Because  of  the  predominance  of  the 
Democratic  Party  in  San  Francisco,  its 
endorsements  carry  a lot  of  weight  and  can 
often  determine  who  and  what  wins  on 
Election  Day. 

In  the  13th  Assembly  District  (the 
eastern  part  of  the  City)  there  are  33  peo- 
ple running  for  12  seats  on  the  DCCC. 
Given  its  importance,  we  urge  New 
Mission  News  readers  to  take  a little  extra 
time  to  find  out  about  these  candidates. 
Their  decisions  could  determine  our  future 
leaders  and  in  turn,  significantly  effect  our 
community's  future. 

Aaron  Peskin 

Robin  F.  Levitt 

Wade  Crowfoot 


ABADA  Capoeira 

Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  20th)  • SF  • (41 S)  264-6196  • mvw.abada.ora 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) , Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
fitid  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area;  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 


£2J  EJ 


MINK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Future  historic  site?  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


Ageless  Aquarius:  the  city’s  oldest 
independent  music  store  rocks  on 


By  vmiller 

I bought  my  washing  machine  from 
Mike  Dolan.  He  had  a used  appliance 
shop  with  no  name  from  which  he  also 
sold  books,  dishware  and  whatever,  but 
mostly  appliances.  He  came  by  the  house 
personally  to  wrastle  with  the  thing  when 
it  broke  down  and  helped  me  track  down 
replacement  parts.  Dolan  owned  property 
around  town  and  in  Nevada  but  I think  he 
kept  the  Valencia  Street  store  because  he 
liked  being  in  the  neighborhood.  He  also 
enjoyed  tinkering  with  stuff.  He  finally 
retired  about  four  years  ago;  we  will  not 
see  his  like  again. 

However,  the  people  that  moved  into 
his  old  spot,  Aquarius  Records,  although 
unable  to  help  me  with  my  rinse  cycle 
problems,  have  the  same  community  affin- 
ity and  are  cut  from  the  same  iconoclastic 
cloth  as  Mike. 

As  we  are  rapidly  being  inundated  and 
homogenized  by  the  dot-commie  culture, 
this  type  of  continuity,  metaphorical 
though  it  may  be,  is  reassuring. 

All  of  us  have  had  the  experience  of 
going  into  one  of  those  corporate  record 
world  establishments,  staffed  by  edgy 
haircut  victims  taking  out  the  tedium  of 
their  wage  slave  existence  on  the  hapless 
customer  with  non-main  stream  needs. 
Aquarius  is  bucking  that  trend.  It  is  the 
oldest  of  a vanishing  (Reckless  and  Rocket 
are  gone  - Monster  is  going)  breed  of  San 
Francisco  non-chain  record  stores  whose 
bread  and  butter  is  independent  labels. 

Found  here  are: local  bands  like  the 
Mission-based  but  destined  for  bigger 
things.  Tare  n Tel,  musical  archaeology 
from  the  hippie  era,  experimental,  electric 
and  the  strange;  Aquarius  has  quite  a genre 
spread.  The  seven  member  staff,  including 
owner  Windy  Chien,  all  specialize  in  one 
or  two  musical  areas.  They  like  music  and 
most  importantly  like  the  music  they  sell. 
The  result  is  the  best  stuff  culled  from  a 
broad  sweep  of  styles  and  esoterica.  “But 
we  don’t  snub  the  majors.”  Chien  said 
“Good  music  is  where  you  find  it” 

Aquarius  also  builds  on  a thirty-year 
history  , of  business  experience.  Started  in 
1970  by  a short-term  entrepreneur  whose 
name  is  now  lost  to  history,  Aquarius  was 
soon  acquired  by  Howie  Klein  and  Claude 
Bridges.  Klein,  according  to  Chien  eventu- 
ally left  the  Indie  world  and  “totally  played 
the  industry  game.” 

Aquarius,  while  remaining  tiny  even 
today,  nonetheless  was  an  important  part 


of  the  early  punk  scene.  The  Dead 
Kennedys  first  met  there  and  the  store  put 
out  it’s  own  label  “415”  which  featured 
Pearl  Harbor  and  the  Explosions. 
Somehow  the  business  prospered  in  its 
very  un-punk  Noe  Valley  location.  But  by 
the  mid-90’s  competition  from  nearby 
Streetlight  records  was  beginning  to  have 
an  impact. 

Chien  worked  there  part-time  as  man- 
ager while  studying  film  at  San  Francisco 
State  and  full  time  after  graduation.  She 
saw  that  she  and  all  the  employees  and  all 
the  customers  lived  in  the  Mission  but 
Bridges  lacked  the  energy  for  the  move. 
“So  I said  sell  the  store  to  me.  I take  it  into 
the  next  century  and  make  it  better,’  Chien 
recounted.  “I  didn't  have  any  money  but  I 
had  these  four  amazing  customers,  who 
just  straight-up  offered  me  the  money.  I 
didn’t  even  have  to  ask  them.” 

So  here  we  are  in  the  next  century  and 
things  are  going  as  planned:  Aquarius’ 
business  has  increased  10  fold  since  the 
Mission  relocation.  Underage  kids  who 
can’t  get  into  concerts  can  still  find  the 
music  at  Aquarius.  Geezer  rocksters  with  a 
nostalgic  itch  for  the  Sixties  sounds  can 
scratch  it  with  a double  CD  set  of  rare 
Quicksilver  Messenger  Service  cuts. 
Those  intrigued  by  the  more  disturbing 
trends  in  world  culture,  will  find  Aquarius 
is  the  alpha  and  omega  for  Black  Metal, 
the  Satanic  Scandinavian  spawned  sound 
with  homicidal  offshoots. 

Chien  admits  it’s  an  uphill  fight  for 
small  independent  stores  to  stay  alive.  The 
economics  of  scale  allow  Tower  Records 
to  sell  some  CD’s  at  prices  lower  than 
Aquarius  pays  for  them. 

For  an  enterprise  dealing  in  such  a 
nontraditional  merchandise,  Aquarius’ 
longevity  and  success  are  still  products  of 
ultra  orthodox  business  practices:  knowing 
the  market  and  building  a loyal  customer 
base. 

It’s  also  good  to  have  an  appreciation 
of  where  you  are.  “I  truly  believe  we  serve 
the  needs  of  this  community.  We  were  here 
before  all  this  boutiquey  stuff  came  in  and 
I hope  nobody  confuses  it  with  us.  I don’t 
think  a store  that  sell  $50  T-shirts  serves 
the  needs  of  the  people  in  this  communi- 
ty.” 


Aquarius  Records  is  located  at  1055 
Valencia  Street.  Call  647-2272 


EVERY  PUBLIC  SCHOOL 
SHOULD  PASS  THE  TEST. 


The  goal  is  an  excellent  public  education  for  every  child.  It  is 
achievable.  In  fact,  great  things  are  happening  in  public  schools 
throughout  San  Francisco.  And  there  will  be  even  more 
progress  when  we  all  become  active  owners  of  our 
schools  - when  we  all  acknowledge  that  test  scores  and 
rankings  are  only  part  of  the  story.  Parents  for  Public  Schools 
is  dedicated  to  supporting  and  improving 
public  schools  by  involving  the  whole  commu- 
nity. To  join  us,  please  call  415-642-6260. 

Or  visit  www. Parents4publicschools.com 


CHOOSE  TO  DO 

NOTHING 

FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT. 


When  you  go  to  the  store  there  is  another 
choice  besides  paper  or  plastic.  You  can 
choose  no  bag  at  all  and  just  carry  your  pur- 
chase yourself  or  in  your  own  canvas  bag. 

Add  NOTHING  to  the  Landfill 
by  Preventing  Waste! 


g PARENTS 

I PUBLC 

§ SCHOOLS 


For  more  information 
call  the  San  Francisco 
Recycling  Program  or 
visit  our  website. 


sfrecycle.org 

(415)  554-RECYcle 
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"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30 -10:30  pm  Fri.-Sat.  5:30  - lO  pm  Sun  - Thur 


t4rriba  Juntos 

Tech  n©l®gy 
Center 

Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windows  95/98 

Now  Offering: 

Introduction  to  Computers  and 
the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 

Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 

Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 

Call  for  details'  Also  available  at  Arriba  Juntos: 

Computer  Training:  487-7830 

Other  Services:  487-3240  Employment  Services 

Job  Information  Center 

“ Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Services 

1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


Library 

Lady 


Dear  Library  Lady: 

March  is  National  Womens  History 
Month  and  I ’d  like  to  celebrate  it  by  read- 
ing. I ‘m  not  sure  how  to  go  about  this.  Do 
you  have  any  ideas? 

Interested  But  Lost 

Dear  Interested  But  Lost: 

I have  lots  of  ideas!  Let’s  see  which 
one  appeals  to  you.  You  could  read  gener- 
al women’s  histoiy  books  on  the  women’s 
movement  or  suffragists.  You  could  also 
read  books  on  women's  issues  such  as  dis- 
crimination, sexuality,  and  health. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  might  be  inter- 
ested in  reading  short  a synopsis  of 
women’s  lives.  Our  reference  collection 
has  books  that  specifically  group  women 
together  and  are  only  a few  pages  long. 
Here  are  a couple  of  examples: 

Notable  Black  American  Women  edit- 
ed by  Jessie  Carney  Smith,  1996. 

Notable  American  Women:  The 
Modem  Period  edited  by  Barbara 
Sicherman  and  Carol  Hurd  Green  with 
Ilene  Kantrov  and  Harriette  Walker,  1980. 

For  the  multimedia  version  that 
includes  lots  of  pictures  as  well  as  factual 
information,  the  Mission  Library’s  CD- 
ROM  terminal  has  the  following  CD- 
ROM  product. 

Her  Heritage:  A Biographical 
Encyclopedia  of  Famous  American 
Women  edited  by  Robert  McHenry,  1994. 

If  you  prefer  a full-length  biography 
you  can  take  home,  we  have  some  on 
Helen  Keller,  Margaret  Mead,  Virginia 
Woolf,  and  Princess  Diana.  In  fact,  we  just 
received  Diana  In  Search  Of  Herself: 
Portrait  of  A Troubled  Princess  by  Sally 
Bedell  Smith.  Anne  Frank’s  The  Diary  of  a 
Young  Girl:  The  Definitive  Edition  that 
contains  passages  originally  withheld  from 
the  famous  classic  is  in  our  teen  section. 

Perhaps  a novel  like  Isabel  Allende's 
Daughter  of  Fortune  might  interest  you. 
Here,  a Chilean  woman  comes  to  San 
Francisco  during  the  Gold  Rush  giving  the 
reader  insight  to  women’s  roles  and  a 
glimpse  of  our  growing  city  during  that 
time.  This  is  an  example  of  historical  fic- 
tion where  fictional  characters  are  mixed 


with  factual  events  and  places  so  that  the 
story  entertains  and  educates.  On  the  other 
hand,  you  might  prefer  historical  fact  that 
reads  like  fiction  as  is  the  case  with  Wild 
Swans:  Three  Daughters  of  China  where 
author  Jung  Chang  chronicles  her  family 
and  a changing  China  through  three  gener- 
ations of  womea 

I hope  you  enjoy  your  choices  and 
Women’s  History  Month! 


BE  COUNTED  CENSUS  2000 

If  you  did  not  receive  your  census  form  in 
the  mail,  you  can  pick  one  up  at  the 
Mission  Library  from  about  March  9 until 
April  18.  The  English  form  is  translated 
into  Spanish  and  Chinese. 

HAGASE  CONTAR  EN  EL  CENSO  2000 

Si  no  ha  recibido  su  formulario  del  censo 
en  el  correo,  puede  recoger  uno  en  la 
Biblioteca  de  la  Mision  entre  el  9 de  marzo 
y el  18  de  abril.  El  formulario  en  ingles  ha 
sido  traducido  al  espaftol  y chino. 

STORYTINIES 

Pre-school  Storytime:  Tuesdays  in  English 
at  10:30  am. 

Family  Storytime:  Saturdays  in  Spanish  at 
12  nooa 

You  can  send  a question  directly  to  Library 
Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News,  3288 
2 1 st  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  lib.  ca.  us 


u 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  boobs  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  ‘friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1210  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Av< 
(4 1 5)  974-8980  (5 1 0)  84 1 -8987 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I I am-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I lam-8pm 


wirw.^oodvibei.com  1-800. BUY. VIBE 


853  VALENCIA  • 970-8338 
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Health! 
Matters 


Richard  Pitt 


Irradiated  beef  is  on  the  way 


Well,  it’s  happened.  The  meat 
industry  has  now  been  given 
permission  to  irradiate  beef  and 
other  meat  as  a means  of  killing  potential- 
ly deadly  bacteria,  insuring  a safer  prod- 
uct. There  have  been  numerous  incidences 
over  the  years  of  poisonings  due  to  bad 
meat,  some  with  fatal  consequences.  The 
irradiation  of  meat  is  considered  by  many 
to  be  an  effective  and  relatively  easy  way 
of  killing  off  bacteria  and  other  harmful 
elements  in  food. 

Meat  is  not  the  only  product  to  be  irra- 
diated. Certain  fruits  and  vegetables  are 
also  irradiated.  The  type  of  irradiation 
used  involves  an  electrical  process,  not 
with  the  use  of  plutonium  as  used  in  the 
nuclear  industry.  However,  a big  question 
remains  about  the  safety  of  irradiating 
food.  Is  it  totally  effective  in  killing  dan- 
gerous bacteria?  Will  it  encourage  meat, 
fruit  and  vegetables  to  be  kept  longer, 
becoming  less  and  less  fresh  before  it 
reaches  our  stores.  Is  the  motive  to  intro- 
duce this  mainly  about  safety,  or  is  it  about 
economics? 

The  history  of  using  radiation  for 
energy  is  fraught  with  misconceptions 
about  its  danger,  with  apparent  thresholds 
of  safety  constantly  being  redrawn  when  it 
becomes  apparent  that  exposure  even  to 
low  levels  can  be  dangerous.  The  use  of 
irradiated  food  may  not  be  the  same  as 
exposure  to  radiation  through  other 
nuclear  radiation  but  the  same  questions 
have  to  be  there.  As  mentioned,  it  should 
also  be  questioned  whether  the  motive  for 


this  policy  is  purely  based  on  the  safety  of 
consumers  or  whether  the  economic  bene- 
fits of  a greatly  increased  shelf  life  of  meat 
and  produce  are  a major  consideration. 

Especially  with  fruit  and  vegetables,  a 
huge  amount  goes  to  waste  because  of  rot- 
ting, and  a lot  of  expense  goes  to  the  trans- 
portation of  produce  to  markets  in  a rapid 
fashion.  But  is  it  good  for  us  to  eat  produce 
that  is  not  fresh?  Will  the  natural  vitamins 
and  minerals  remain  intact  over  a longer 
period?  Will  the  radiation  also  destroy 
some  of  the  goodness  in  the  food?  These 
are  important  questions  that  deserve  an 
answer. 

Fortunately  for  carnivorous  con- 
sumers, meat  has  to  be  labeled  if  it  has 
been  irradiated,  so  do  look  closely  next 
time  you  go  to  the  super  market.  More 
than  ever,  we  should  be  cautious  of  what 
we  eat  and  this  new  policy  brings  up  seri- 
ous issues  concerning  our  food  production 
and  its  quality. 

Richard  Pitt,  Director  of  the  Pacific 
Academy  of  Homeopathy  and  Health 
Educator,  can  be  contacted  at  (415)  695- 
8200. 


Ib/vrha  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  i PRINTING 

Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos 
Letterheads  • Envelopes 
• Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
Stamps  • Business  Cards  • Presentatiori  Folders 

1009  Valencia  (at  21st) 

Ph  826-6700  Fx:  826-6701 


Giant  Color 
Banners  & 
Posters 

up  to  3ft  x 1 2ft 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

The  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners,  a youth- 
run  enterprise,  lias  been  in  operation  four 
years.  The  company  has  made  a name  for 
itself,  not  only  for  the  quality  work  it  per- 
forms for  the  tremendous  determination 
and  initiative  these  young  people  have 
shown  in  making  their  business  a success. 
Based  at  the  Columbia  Park  Bays  and 
Girls  Club,  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 
specializes  in  steam  cleaning  sidewalks 
for  businesses  and  residences,  and  have 
also  developed  a pretty  good  sideline 
business  removing  graffiti.  As  a matter  of 
fact.  Sunrise  will  take  on  any  type  of 
cleaning  or  beautification  project 

For  more  information,  call  (415)  861- 

8202. 


Mission 
Merchants 
Association 
General  Meeting 
will  be  held  at 
Noon,  Thursday 
March  16 
Our  Special  ' 
Guest  will  be 
Stuart  Sunshine 
of  the  Dept,  of 
Parking  and 
Traffic 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Di>auintl ! 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndoraSFdaol.com 


The  An dora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one’ of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  Gty, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 

• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Star  Sena  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  Selection) 

• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
• Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


•JA9TOT99 
$90  TO  $ 199 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH 
DELUXE  ROOMS  (3  SUTTES 

(Add  14%  hotel  tax) 

* Discounted  Rates  fob  Extended  Stats 

Al  mb  an  po  f*£x.  upon  ntkMkcr  md  mt) «a  id  dtmei  »«Jvoui  ooOn 
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Between  2 1st  & 22nd  Streets 
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Poems 
of  the  Month 


Mission  Street  Blues  #1 

You  pound  on  the  door. 

I let  you  in. 

We  stand,  face  to  face 
Your  blue  eyes  locking  into  mine. 

You  ask  if  I had  any  ideas 
About  what  you  should  do 
As  the  police  have  been  harassing  you 
Ever  since  you  arrived  from  Virginia 

I notice  your  small  framed  body 
The  big  gap  in  your  teeth 
You  search  my  face  for  answers 
Your  veins  bulging  with  sincerity. 

I ask,  Why  are  the  police  harassing  you? 
And  you  tell  me,  quietly, 

That  they  are  just  after  you 
So  much  that  you  are  afraid 

To  eat  anything  unless  it  comes  from  a can 
They  are  trying  to  poison  me, 

You  stress,  and  with  your  politics, 

What  ideas  do  you  have  about  what  to  do? 

The  police  have  come  to  our  door,  I say, 
But  they  have  not  physically  harassed  us 
Though  the  'Freedom  Socialist  Party' 

And  'Radical  Women* 
are  identified  on  our  front  door. 

I hold  back,  deciding  not  to  tell  you 
That  the  FBI,  the  CIA,  the  police 
Know  about  us  socialists,  the  radicals, 
They  have  files  on  us  inches  thick 

You  thank  me  for  listening,  saying 
You'll  only  be  eating  from  cans  from  now  on 
And  with  a cock  of  your  head  and  a smile 
You  disappear  into  the  sunshine 
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You  ring  the  doorbell 
I open  the  door. 

You  are  slender,  brown-haired 
And  dressed  in  a khaki  coat 

What  can  I do  for  you?  I ask 
And  you  turn  and  point  across  the  street 
At  the  grocery  store  in  the  r:  Idle  of  the  block 
Do  you  realize,  you  say, 

That  there’s  a children's  porno  ring 
• Operating  there?  I know 

Because  I've  seen  so  many  children 
Hanging  around  the  store 

You  should  be  careful,  you  continue, 
But  when  you  go  by  that  store 
Look  in  and  see  if  what  I'm  saying  isn't  true 
See  if  there  are  girls  and  boys  inside. 

I will  look  inside,  I say, 

The  next  time  I go  by 
And  I'll  be  careful.  I appreciate 
Your  stopping  by  to  warn  me. 

That  you  very  much,  you  say 
With  relief,  and  thank  you  for  listening, 

I was  so  afraid  that  you  would  think 
That  I'm  just  a crazy  woman 
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I raise  the  Venetian  blinds 
And  you  rap  your  fingers 
On  the  window  pane  and 
Point  to  the  Mumia  leaflet 

I open  the  door  and  ask, 

Would  you  like  the  Mumia  leaflet? 

You  nod  and  brush  your  hand 
On  your  stained  flower-print  dress 
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You  point  at  a book  of  Malcolm  X 
And  ask  how  much  does  it  cost 
I say,  It’s  $15.95,  thinking 
You  don't  have  any  money 

I've  seen  you  walking  by, 

Pause  at  the  bus  stop,  resting 
Your  elbow  on  the  refuse  container 
A large  plastic  bag  at  your  side 

I don't  know  if  you’re  homeless 
Or  going  to  or  returning  from  a job 
Your  blue-black  skin  and  bearing 
Remind  me  of  a Watusi  princess 

The  next  day  you  return, 

Plop  a $20  bill  into  my  hand 
I’ll  take  that  Malcolm  book,  you  say, 

Your  eyes  bright,  expectant  as  a child 

As  you  thumb  through  several  pages 
A wide  smile  spreads  across  your  face 
I put  the  change  into  your  left  hand 
As  your  right  hand  holds  the  book 
close  to  your  heart 
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I put  the  key  into  the  lock 
And  begin  to  twist  the  door  open 
You  come  up  behind  me 
And  mb  your  fgce  against  the  back  of  my  head 

You  croon  in  your  drunken  state, 

*1  love  you,  I just  love  you,* 

I turn  around  and  face  you 
You  grin  'ike  a happy  child 
and  open  the  palm  of  your  hand 

'No,'  I say,'  I can't  give  you  money 
I can  give  you  an  unused  stapler,  a milk  crate, 
but  no  money  * 

You  continue  to  grin,  standing  six  feet  tall 
Your  beard  white,  tightly  curled 

We  stand,  face  to  face,  in  the  morning  sun 
You  remember  that  I once  gave  you 
A gray  secretary's  chair,  seat  torn, 
but  still  working 

And  you  swirled,  content  in  your  movement 

Now  in  the  morning  air,  you  ignore  your  friends 
As  they  walk  in  a zigzagged  pattern 
In  your  jacket,  over  checkered  dress, 
worn  over  torn  pants 

You  no  longer  hold  out  the  palm  of  your  hand 

I open  and  shut  the  door, 

Say,  'I'll  see  you  later!’ 

You  turn  your  back  to  the  door 
and  say  to  your  friends, 

*1  just  love  her,  but  no  luck  today  * 

Nellie  Wong  © 1999 

Nellie  Wong  is  the  Bay  Area  Organizer  for 
the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  located  in  the 
Mission  District  and  active  in  Radical 
Women,  a socialist  feminist  organization. 
Her  work  has  appeared  in  numerous 
anthologies  and  journals  and  she  is  the 
author  of  three  collections  of  poetry. 

“ Dreams  in  Harrison  Railroad  Park” 
(Kelsey  Press.  1977),  “ The  Death  of  Long 
Steam  Lady " (West  End  Press,  1986),  and 
" Stolen  Moments”  (Chicory  Blue  Press, 
1997).  Wong  is  co-featured  in  the  docu- 
mentary film,  "Mitsuye  & Nellie.  Asian 
American  Poets,”  by  A Hie  Light  and 
Irving  Saraf. 

Send  poetry  submissions  to 
La  Huerfana  c/o  New  Mission  News, 
3288  21  st  Street  #202  sf  CA  9^1 1 0 
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Do  you  know  this  Fela? 

FELA 


Fela  Anikulapo  Kuti  has  been  and 
will  remain  one  of  the  most  endur- 
ing legends  in  the  history  of  African 
music  and  politics.  He  made  over  fifty 
records  in  his  career,  which  spanned  from 
the  late  sixties  until  his  death  in  1997.  This 
past  year  in  France  twenty  of  his  classic 
records  were  re-released  in  a series  of  ten 
CD’s  containing  two  original  LP’s  each. 

Now  in  preparation  for  the  release  of 
this  series  domestically  there  is  a double 
CD  of  13  songs  (almost  two  and  a half- 
hours  of  music)  entitled  The  Best  of  Fela 
Kuti.  His  son  Femi  chose  the  tracks  him- 
self. Femi,  is  now  also  a popular  musician, 
his  large  band  carries  on  the  tradition  of 
the  big  band  afro-beat  started  by  his  father. 
In  1999  Nelson  Mandela  presented  Femi 
with  the  African  Record  Qf  the  Year  award 
for  Femi  Kuti  Beng  Beng. 

Fela  was  a preacher’s  son  bom  in 
Nigeria  near  the  capital  of  Lagos.  He  stud- 
ied music  at  university  in  London  where 
he  started  playing  trumpet  in  highlife  (the 
popular  musical  style  from 
Ghana/Nigeria)  bands.  In  1969  he  traveled 
with  his  band  to  Los  Angeles  and  it  was 
there  that  his  music  and  politics  changed. 
He  incorporated  aspects  of  funk  and  jazz 
into  West  African  highlife  music  and  cre- 
ated a new  style  of  music  called  Afro- 
Beat.  He  also  discovered  Malcolm  X,  the 
Black  Panthers,  and  a strong  sense  of  Pan- 
Africanism. 

He  returned  to  Nigeria  with  his  band, 
Fela  Ransome-Kuti  & Africa  70.  This  high 
charged  dance  music  with  complex  layers 
of  rhythm,  hypnotic  guitar  and  bass,  blasts 
of  dense  brass,  and  Fela’s  socially  con- 
science lyrics  in  pidgin  English  took  Lagos 
by  storm;  his  manager,  Rikki  Stein,  crlls 
his  music  "the  nimble  of  thunder  and  the 
crack  pf  lightning."  He  strutted  proud  like 
a Yoruban  James  Brown,  singing,  playing 
saxophone,  keyboards  and  taking  the  odd 
drum  solo  at  his  own  club.  Later,  in  1974 
he  fenced  off  his  compound  and  declared  it 
an  independent  state  - the  Kalakuta 
Republic  Soon  the  whole  neighborhood 
followed  suit  bringing  heavy  reprisals, 
beatings,  and  abuse  from  the  police  and 
military. 


A 1972  cut  titled  Shakara  pokes  fun  at 
the  boastful  man  as  a gentleman  ridicules 
the  Anglophile  African  and  his  attire  with 
the  lyrics,  “he  sweats  all  over...  he  smells 
like  shit,”  to  which  Fela  adds  “I  no  be  gen- 
tleman like  that.”  Indeed,  on  stage  he  per- 
formed shirtless  and  at  home  would  wan- 
der around  in  nothing  more  than  bikini 
briefs.  His  performing  group  included 
twenty  or  more  musicians  and  as  many 
women  dancers,  mostly  Fela’s  girlfriends. 
He  performed  at  his  “shrine”  to  large 
ecstatic  crowds  until  dawn.  At  one  point 
he  married  twenty-seven  women  at  once. 

His  recordings  were  becoming  popu- 
lar throughout  West  Africa  and  Europe  as 
well.  In  1975  he  released  a record  with  one 
side  containing  Expensive  Shit  and  the 
other  Water  No  Get  Enemy  where  he  com- 
pares the  masses  to  water  which  “has  no 
enemy:  You  don’t  fight  him  unless  you 
want  to  die.”  These  words  were  another 
thinly  veiled  attack  against  the  Nigerian 
government. 

Fela’s  popularity  reached  a new  level 
in  1976  with  his  song  Zombie  comparing 
soldiers  to  moronic  drones.  In  February 
1977  more  than  a thousand  soldiers 
attacked  Fela’s  Kalakuta  Republic, 
assaulting  his  people  and  burning  it  to  the 
ground.  With  his  large  extended  family 
and  band,  Fela,  now  homeless  squatted  for 
two  months  in  the  offices  of  his  record 
label,  Decca.  Later  his  mother  would  die 
as  a result  of  injuries  sustained  during  that 
attack. 

In  Coffin  For  Head  of  State  he  docu- 
ments a 1979  action  when  he  and  his 
Africa  70  organization  broke  through  a 
military  roadblock  to  deliver  a coffin  to  the 
departing  military  dictator  on  the  eve  of 
transition  to  civilian  rule.  Through  the  ‘80s 
he  and  his  large  entourage  toured  Europe 
and  the  US  playing  in  large,  packed  venues 
everywhere.  He  infuriated  music  industry 
types  by  refusing  to  perform  a song  once 
he  recorded  it  and  demanding  to  be  paid 
cash  before  taking  the  stage.  His  live  per- 
formances are  legendary  with  many  tales 
of  Fela  performing  magic  or  “local  medi- 
cine,” and  making  zombies  or  raising  the 
dead. 


In  ITT  (International  Thief  Thief)  he 
sings  of  leaders  as  “men  of  low  mentality 
for  their  collusion  with  foreign  businesses 
that  exploit  Africans”  and  compares  them 
to  the  “agbepo”  (human  waste  carriers).  In 
1984  he  was  jailed  for  two  years  on 
trumped-up  currency  charges.  He  changed 
the  name  of  liis  band  to  Egypt  80  and  the 
touring  group  included  at  times  that  many 
people.  His  records  were  standard  gear  for 
many  dance  DJ’s  around  the  world  and  his 
music  could  be  found  in  all  comers  of  the 
globe  He  continued  his  lyrical  attacks  on 
the  military-,  police  and  government  ensur- 
ing his  constant  harassment.  At  one  point 
he  created  his  own  political  party,  the 
“movement  of  the  people,”  and  ran  for 
president.  He  was  released  from  prison  in 
1997  shortly  before  he  died. 


house  music  tracks  co-opt  some  of  his 
relentlessly  rhythmic  music.  And  his  son. 
Femi,  who  *s  his  exact  likeness,  takes  his 
inspiration  from  his  father’s  Afro-Beat  and 
re-conquers  the  West. 

Round  World  Productions  Presents  Live 
Music: 

Thursdays  - $5 

March  2 - Charanga  Tumbao  Y 
Curd  as 

March  9 - Azabache 
March  16  - Charanson 
March  23  - Mazacote 

Saturday  March  4 
Jesus  Diaz  & QBA.-  $6 


Now  not  only  are  his  long  out  of  print 
classics  available  again  but  he  is  quickly 
becoming  one  of  the  most  sampled  artists 
in  history  as  countless  electronica  and 


Lroors  open  at  lUpm  with  DJ 
BABALOU?  at  THE  ELBO  ROOM,  647 
Valencia  Street,  between  17  & 18. 
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EL  TORO 


1 7th  & Valencia 

Open  daily  10am  to  10pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  10am  to  12am 
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